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Mortgage 
arrears 
team get 
229 calls 

A MORTGAGE arrears ad¬ 
vice service received 229 
calls to help families who 
feared they could lose their 
home in just six months. 

Referrals for people in 
need of help because of the 
possibility of repossession 
were logged between April 
and September by the Dud¬ 
ley service. During the same 
period in 2012 there were 
185 referrals logged. 

In the ‘vast majority of 
cases’, the service has been 
able to offer advice and sup¬ 
port to prevent the loss of 
homes. 

It is a free service for an¬ 
yone having difficulty keep¬ 
ing up monthly mortgage or 
secured loan payments. 

Councillor Steve Waltho, 
cabinet member for hous¬ 
ing, said: “This is an excel¬ 
lent, free service which is 
available to anyone living 
within the Dudley borough 
who is worried about debt 
and losing their home. 

“The pressures of modern 
living often lead to people 
getting into debt after and 
this initiative means that 
they have someone who they 
can turn to. The service is 
confidential and impartial, 
and is run in partnership 
between Dudley Council and 
the Dudley Citizens Advice 
Bureau.” 

Anyone who wants to 
use the free service can call 
01384 816499 or visit their 
local Citizens’ Advice Bu¬ 
reau. 

More work on 
major route 

MOTORISTS are being 
warned of more traffic prob¬ 
lems on a major route as 
part of the second phase of 
repair work on leaking wa¬ 
ter pipes. 

South Staffordshire 
Water has completed a two- 
month project underneath 
Birmingham New Road, be¬ 
tween Wolverhampton and 
Dudley. But now repairs are 
needed to the road which 
will lead to two weekends of 
disruption. Between Febru¬ 
ary 14 and 17 and 21 and 24, 
lane closures will be in place 
between Shaw Road and 
Ivyhouse Lane junctions. 


TOWN IS FIFTH 
IN LAZY LEAGUE 


DUDLEY’S council leader says a re¬ 
port which claimed the borough’s 
residents were among the most inac¬ 
tive in the country showed the split 
of people taking exercise and those 
‘stuffing themselves watching the 
television’. 


Some 37.6 per cent of 
the borough’s popula¬ 
tion has been deemed 
not to do enough ac¬ 
tivity — making the 
area the fifth least ac¬ 
tive area in the coun¬ 
try, according to the 
research by health 
group UK Active. 

David Sparks said there 
was a ‘massive’ involvement 
in sport in the borough but 
there were also too many 
people eating too much and 
not exercising enough. 

He said: “Dudley is no dif¬ 
ferent to anywhere else. We 
have a constantly increasing 
number of gyms and a huge 
network of other sports fa¬ 
cilities. 

Jobs 

“UK Active is obviously 
a credible organisation and 
their research shows that 
the whole of the UK needs 
to pay far more attention to 
diet and exercise. 

“What is happening in 
Dudley I suppose is a para¬ 
dox — you have an increas¬ 
ing number of people taking 
exercise and an increasing 
number who are stuffing 
themselves watching the 
television.” 

Ninder Johal, vice pres¬ 
ident of the Black Country 
Chamber of Commerce, 
which represents businesses 
across the area, said the 
issue could be down to the 
jobs people are doing. 

More workers in areas 


By Tim Spiers and 
Alex Homer 


such as Dudley and 
Sandwell, which was second 
on the list, now find them¬ 
selves in sedentary jobs in 
the service industry, he said. 

Mr Johal added: “What 
you can’t ignore is people’s 
social behaviour and the 
types of jobs they do. Peo¬ 
ple are working long hours 
sitting down, gyms are quite 
expensive for some and they 
might go home and sit down 
and watch television.” 

The report warned that 
a ‘pandemic’ of inactivity 
in poor areas of England 
was leading to premature 
deaths. Thirteen of the top 
15 local authorities where 
people are the most inac¬ 
tive also sit in some of the 
most deprived parts of the 
country, said experts from 
the not-for-profit health 
group. Where inactivity lev¬ 
els are at their highest, early 
deaths also peak, the study 
found. 

Manchester topped the 
lazy league, with 40 per cent 
of its residents deemed to be 
inactive. Sandwell was frac¬ 
tionally ahead of Salford, 
while Dudley was fifth on 
37.6 per cent. 

In the 15 most inactive 
local authorities, there is an 
average of 342 premature 
deaths per 100,000 people 
per year, compared with 242 
in those where people exer¬ 
cise the most. 



Patagonian sealion, Orry, tips the scales at a respectable 63-stone during his daily winter weigh-ins at Dudley Zoo 


HE tips the scales at a whopping 63st 
and eats buckets of sprats, mackerel 
and herring a day to keep in top shape. 

Patagonian sealion Orry also has to 
have daily weigh-ins ensure he stays fit 
and healthy during the winter months. 

The 22-year-old heavyweight needs 
to bulk up during the colder weather 
to endure the icy water in the moat 
pools around 11th century Dudley 
Castle at the heart of the zoological 
gardens. But his monster weight will 
only last until the weather warms up 
when it will fall to a more light 50st. 

The zoo’s head of media and com¬ 
munications, Jill Hitchman, said: 
“Sealions have a thick layer of fat be¬ 


neath their skin which acts as insula¬ 
tion during chilly periods, rather like a 
duvet, and at this time of year keepers 
weigh Orry each day to make sure he 
is the optimum weight. 

“He receives an average of eight 
kilos of sprats a day, in addition to 
mackerel and herring, but will eat less 
when the weather warms up, when 
his weight will fall to a more sprightly 
320kg, or 50 stone.” 

Predators 

Patagonian sealions are found 
on the Chilean, Ecuador, Peruvian, 
Uruguayan, Argentine and Southern 


Brazilian coasts. The males are much 
larger than females with a thick, 
maned neck and large head, giving 
them a lion-like appearance. Both 
sexes have upturned snouts and exter¬ 
nal ears. 

In the wild, the sealions are large 
and fearsome predators, but are 
preyed upon themselves by killer 
whales, which go so far as to beach 
themselves in pursuit of a sea lion pup. 

They are carnivores, feeding primar¬ 
ily on schooling fish, such as anchovies 
and hake. They will also feed on squid 
and octopus or on whatever food is 
seasonally available. 

Tiger Talk — See page 16 


TV stars 
arrive to 
look for 
new talent 

IT has spawned perform¬ 
ing dogs, dance troupes 
and singing stars and now 
Britain’s Got Talent is back 
in Birmingham to unearth 
even more entertainers. 

The famous faces of the 
hit television show had the 
red carpet treatment this 
week as they arrived for au¬ 
ditions at the ICC. 

Simon Cowell, Alesha 
Dixon, David Williams and 
Amanda Holden — who was 
sporting an 80s look in a 
white power suit and slicked 
back hair — were joined by 
Ant and Dec. The Geordie 
double act stopped to sign 
autographs and pose for pic¬ 
tures with the many fans on 
their way into the venue. 

Surprises 

Ant said: “This is our 
eighth series but there’s al¬ 
ways surprises. In the past 
we’ve had dog acts but this 
time we’re expecting to 
see an owl agility act. It’s 
always good coming to Bir¬ 
mingham.” 

The judging quartet of 
Amanda Holden, Alesha 
Dixon and David Williams 
and, finally, Simon Cowell 
were hot on the heels of the 
presenters, who scooped the 
National Television Awards 
Landmark Honour. 

Alesha revealed a new 
addition to this year’s se¬ 
ries — a gold button which 
judges can press to automat¬ 
ically catapult contestants 
through to the live shows. 

Tunnels to 
close again 

DRIVERS are being urged 
to make alternative plans 
to use public transport as 
council bosses announced 
further closures of Birming¬ 
ham’s A38 tunnels. 

The St Chad’s and Queen¬ 
sway tunnels will be closed 
to traffic from 10pm on July 
18 until 6am on September 
1 . 

The work will take place 
following two weeks of over¬ 
night closures, from 10pm 
to 6am, and followed by up 
to four weeks of more over¬ 
night closures. City bosses 
say the work is essential. 



Registered Member 


SOS/SS/VR16 Tyres 
from £47.50 

inc. fitting 

(while stocks last) 


New 

Batteries 

from £30 


www.midlandsmotorcare.co.uk 


Lye Valley Industrial Estate DY9 8HX 
Tel: 07595 585487 / 0121 550 9818 


FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY SERVICE 


We Take Care of Your Car, So Your Car Can Take Care of You 


Good Garage Scheme*®! 
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Have you got a story or an event you want covered? 
The Chronicle and Express & Star have a team of 
reporters covering Halesowen who can help: 


Heather Large: 01384 35320365302 
heather.large@expressandstar.co.uk 
Louise Jew: 01384 353201 
louise.jew@expressandstar.co.uk 
Alex Ross: 01384 353207 
alex-ross@expressandstar.co.uk 
Andrew Turton: 01384 353202 
andrew.turton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Lee Watton: 01384 353230 
lee.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Tom Mason: 01902 319550 
tom.mason@expressandstar.co.uk 

What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 
E-mail your information and pictures to: 
dudley.chrons@expressandstar.co.uk 


Sports: 

Tel: 01902 319453. e-mail: chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


Photographic 

Tel: John Sambrooks 01902 319431 
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Couples can say l do and then BOGOF 


IT may not sound romantic but 
BOGOF register office wedding 
deals could be a clincher for cash- 
strapped couples tying the knot on 
a budget. 

Dudley Register Office is trying 
out the quirky deal at its Grade I 
listed Priory Hall, where couples 
can say ‘I do’ and T do’ again for 
half the price. 

The venue is inviting brides and 
grooms to team up with other en¬ 


gaged couples to purchase two cere¬ 
monies for the price of one. 

It is the latest way for couples to 
save money on their big day and it 
could be worth up to £240 per cou¬ 
ple, depending on which day of the 
week they pick. 

Sunday ceremonies usually cost 
£480 while Saturdays are priced at 
£310, Fridays £210 and Mondays to 
Thursdays £160. 

In recent years there has been a 


growing number of brides buying 
second-hand dresses. 

The Buy One Get One Free offer 
extends to wedding vows, so a young 
couple could go halves with parents 
wanting to reaffirm their commit¬ 
ment to each other. 

Naming ceremonies — an alterna¬ 
tive to christenings for children — 
and civil partnerships are included 
in the deal at the venue which hosts 
more than 1,000 ceremonies a year. 


Penny Fulford, superinten¬ 
dent registrar at Priory Hall, said 
the offer would help couples save 
money. 

She said: “This is the first time 
that we have tried a BOGOF deal, 
so we will see how popular it proves 
to be.” 

Mrs Fulford, a registrar for nearly 
17 years, said besides helping cou¬ 
ples, it was hoped the offer would 
boost bookings. Call 01384 815373. 


55,000 people support 
free pensioner travel 


THE people have spoken with a massive 
55,000 signatures on a petition to save free 
transport for pensioners. 

Now they face an anxious wait to see if they can 
stop the axe from falling on their much-needed ser¬ 
vices. transport authority Centro is planning cuts 
of £14 million which would see free tram and train 
travel stripped from pensioners. 


Funding to 
help with 
cancer care 

CANCER nurses have been 
resented with scholarships 
y a Black Country ME 

Dudley North MP Ian 
Austin handed out the 
awards to the medical staff 
who are based at Russells 
Hall Hospital’s Georgina 
Unit. 

The nurses will receive 
the further training at the 
unit thanks to the backing 
of the Leukaemia Unit Ap¬ 
peal Fund. 

Specialist 

The fund also raises cash 
to help pay for new special¬ 
ist staff, equipment and res¬ 
pite breaks for patients and 
their families. 

Labour MP Mr Austin 
said: “All of the staff at Rus¬ 
sells Hall’s Georgina Unit 
do brilliant work and it’s 
a huge honour to present 
them with these scholar¬ 
ships for further training.” 

He added: “The appeal 
fund continues to do great 
work in supporting the unit 
and I’ve been taken aback 
by the generosity of every¬ 
one involved.” 

The presentation took 
place at the Leukaemia 
Unit Appeal Fund’s annual 
general meeting on Friday. 


This would come along¬ 
side the increase of child 
fares on buses and funding 
cut from the ring and ride 
service. 

The organisation, funded 
by councils in the West Mid¬ 
lands, says it has to slash 
the budgets for ‘discretion¬ 
ary’ travel. 

Under its cost-cutting 
Ians, fares for children on 
uses would rise from half 
an adult fee to two thirds, 
while funding for the ring 
and ride service would be 
reduced. 

Option 

The authority said it also 
had the option of scrapping 
funding for children’s bus 
fares and ring and ride, 
which provides a door-to- 
door service for older people. 

Free bus travel for pen¬ 
sioners and the disabled 
will be protected because it 
is required by law. Centro 
had previously gone further 
by extending it to trams and 
trains and using its own 
budgets. 

Walsall councillor Richard 
Worrall, who has launched 
the fight amid fears the el¬ 
derly will suffer, was joined 
by members of West Mid¬ 
lands pensioners convention 
at a meeting in Birmingham 
of council leaders last week. 

Bosses on the integrated 
transport authority shadow 
board were discussing 
funding for Centro and the 
cost-cutting plans at the 
behind-closed doors meet¬ 
ing. The final outcome will 
not be known until Centro 
meets on February 14 . 


Plea to help little Leah walk 



Rowley Regis schoolgirl Leah Davy, aged four, with her mother Katherine 

TAKING their first steps is usually one of physiotherapy offers Leah hope she will 
the key developments in a child’s life and a be able to take those unaided first steps, 
treasured memory for proud parents. Her family have now launched an appeal to 

But four-year-old Leah Davy, who at- raise the £35,000 needed for the life-chang- 
tends Sprinfield Primary School in Rowley ing procedure and are being supported by 
Regis, has never been able to walk without charity Tree of Hope, 
help. Suffering with spastic diplegia, a form Leah’s mum Katherine, 27, said it was 
of cerebral palsy, the youngster’s leg mus- hoped the operation would take place in the 
cles are so tight that she is left being una- UK but they may have to travel to the USA 
ble to put her feet flat on the floor and walk, to see specialists. For more information see 
But an operation followed by intense thewww.justgiving.com/leahswishwebsite. 


Police in 
probe on 
shooting 
at driver 

A GUN was fired during a 
‘targeted attack’ on a man 
driving a car along a main 
road, police have revealed. 

Officers closed off a sec¬ 
tion of Dudley Road, in 
Brierley Hill, as an investi¬ 
gation was launched. 

And police confirmed 
there was evidence to sug¬ 
gest a firearm had been dis¬ 
charged. 

The road at the scene of 
a shooting has reopened as 
police investigations con¬ 
tinue. 

The 34-year-old driver re¬ 
ported being attacked while 
driving his car at around 
5am on Sunday, January 26 
He was not injured. 

Officers said they had 
been trawling CCTV and 
searching an area of Dudley 
Road. 

Inspector Jim Munro, 
from West Midlands Police 
Criminal Investigation De¬ 
partment, said: “There is 
evidence to suggest that a 
firearm was discharged. At 
this stage officers believe 
this was a targeted attack.” 

Police are still urging wit¬ 
nesses with any information 
to come forward on the 101 
number. 

Inspector Munro said of¬ 
ficers believed it was an iso¬ 
lated incident. 

Lots of fun 
at half-term 

A HOST of activities have 
been lined up for a Black 
Country kids’ fun club dur¬ 
ing half term. 

The Juniors at Museums 
(JAM) club will run across 
Dudley from February 15 to 
23. Broadfield House Glass 
Museum, the Red House 
Glass Cone and Dudley Mu¬ 
seum and Art Gallery will 
host sessions. 

Events include the chance 
to make a glass tile at the 
Glass Cone, while Broad¬ 
field House is running an 
interactive story trail. At 
Dudley Museum children 
can take part in a family 
crafts day inspired by Dis¬ 
ney movie Frozen. 


Bridal bouquet 

A BRIDAL boutique in 
Halesowen came third in a 
wedding magazine’s retail¬ 
er of the year award. The 
Dressing Rooms, launched 
by Rebecca Baddeley in 
Manor Lane eight years ago, 
was nominated by custom¬ 
ers for Your and Your Wed¬ 
ding’s prize. 



Homeclad 



• FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

16 MONUMENT AVENUE STOURBRIDGE DY9 8XS 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 



Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet IQftl • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 
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£167,000 
funding to 
boost high 
streets 

MORE than £160,000 is 
available in grants to boost 
struggling town centres, 
clean up high streets and 
tackle empty shops across 
Dudley. 

Councillors say they want 
communities to take pride 
in their town centres across 
Dudley borough and insti¬ 
gate improvements. 

Businesses and commu¬ 
nity groups can bid for a 
share of grants totalling 
£167,000 to breathe new life 
into ailing high streets. 

Individuals or groups will 
be able to apply for grants 
to fund projects such as ti¬ 
dying up problem areas and 
schemes to encourage busi¬ 
nesses. 

Dudley Council’s regener¬ 
ation boss, Councillor Judy 
Foster, said the authority is 
working hard to bring im¬ 
provements to town centres. 

““We are inviting people 
who love their community 
to bid for pots of money to 
fund their own schemes and 
innovative projects which 
will help rejuvenate town 
and local centres.” 

Cash has been pooled 
including £100,000 from 
the High Street Innovation 
Fund handed to councils 
in the wake of a report by 
retail guru Mary Portas. 
There is also the £52,000 
from the empty shops grant. 

Man denies 
sex charge 

A 55-year-old man from Lye 
has appeared in court ac¬ 
cused of dangerous driving 
and attempting to meet a 
13-year-old girl for sex. 

Pervez Akhtar appeared 
at Leamington Magistrates’ 
Court. It is alleged that he 
drove at another man and 
broke his leg at Nuneaton 
on June 4. He is further 
accused of trying to meet a 
girl he contacted online with 
the intention of engaging in 
sexual activity with her at 
Worcester. 

Akhtar indicated not 
guilty pleas to both charges 
and was unconditionally 
bailed to appear at Warwick 
Crown Court on May 23. 

Cheers to Marilyn 

A Black Country brewery’s 
latest ale has been named in 
honour of movie star Mari¬ 
lyn Monroe. 

Some Like it Blonde — a 
4.5 per cent strenth beer — 
went on sale in Holden’s 20 
pubs in the Black Country 
and surrounding area on 
Monday. 


Homes proposed at 


nature reserve site 


NEWS 

in brief 


PLANS to breathe new life into the site of a 
former 19th century manor house in a Dud¬ 
ley nature reserve by creating new homes 
and a £300,000 warden’s base are poised to 
be given the go-ahead. 

The development for the land at Saltwells 
has been proposed by Selbourne Homes. It 
was left vacant after Saltwells House was 
knocked down three years ago. 

Under the plans a single-storey warden’s 
base which will be used by staff working in 
the nature reserve as well as visitors and 
schoolchildren will be built. 


Five detached houses would also be con¬ 
structed in a ‘woodland style’ to fit in with 
the surroundings. 

Planning officers at Dudley Council have 
backed the scheme saying it will make a 
‘positive contribution’ to the site and would 
not harm the nature reserve. 

A report by case officer Vijay Kaul said: 
“The proposed development would not have 
an adverse effect on animal species, amen¬ 
ity of existing or future occupiers or high¬ 
way safety.” 

Dudley Council has agreed to earmark 


£120,000 from the reserves budget of the 
council’s urban environment directorate 
for the new base. 

Classrooms 

Environment councillor Tracy Wood said: 
“The exciting proposal for the wardens’ 
base on the old Saltwells House site will 
give the nature reserve a facility that can 
be used by the whole community.” 

Gavin Warr, managing director of Hag- 
ley-based Selbourne Homes said the war¬ 
den’s base would also have classrooms for 


schoolchildren learn about the woodlands 
and nature reserve. 

Saltwells House had been ravaged by 
vandals and was attacked by arsonists on 
several occasions after it shut in 2001. The 
building, off Pedmore Road, opposite the 
Merry Hill Shopping Centre, had previously 
been used as a school and a nursing home. 

Dudley Council disposed of the Saltwells 
House site in March 2010 to its Limited Lia¬ 
bility Partnership company PSP Dudley. It 
was demolished soon after despite calls for 
it to be retained and renovated. 


Watchdog concerns on 
hospital parking demand 


A PATIENTS’ watchdog group has backed 
controversial plans to replace a walk-in cen¬ 
tre with an urgent care centre at Russells 
Hall Hospital but has raised concerns about 
parking at the hospital. 

Dudley Clinical Commissioning Group - CCG 
- intends to close the walk-in centre at Holly Hall 


Clinic, in Stourbridge Ro; 
new unit at the hospital. 

The plan looks set to go 
ahead after Paul Maubach, 
chief officer at the CCG, told 
the council’s health scrutiny 
committee that he was rec¬ 
ommending it goes ahead 
following a consultation. 

The new centre would 
work alongside the accident 
and emergency department 
and would be available 24 
hours, seven days a week for 
patients to walk in or make 
appointments. 

Improve 

At the council meeting 
last week, councillors raised 
concerns over the plan and 
Councillor Bryan Cotterill 
said it was against the pa¬ 
tients’ wishes. But Health- 
watch Dudley, a group 
representing patients, said 
the proposal would ‘im¬ 
prove’ the service. 

Chairman Pam Bradbury 
said: “We feel the service 
will be improved by the 
proposed increased open¬ 
ing hours and appointment 
booking system but we do 
have a concern regarding 
the insufficient parking fa¬ 
cilities at the hospital. 


id, and move services to a 

BReport by Alex Ross 

“We appreciate this issue 
needs to be balanced with 
improved access to a high 
quality clinical service. We 
will be listening carefully to 
patient voices and experi¬ 
ences to ensure the service 
specification for the new 
walk-in centre meets the 
needs of local people.” 

Dudley CCG has a £1.4 
million contract with 
healthcare firm Primecare 
to run the centre. It was due 
to run out in April but has 
been extended to September 
while plans for the future 
are drawn up. 

The group carried out an 
independent patient survey 
of people attending the ac¬ 
cident and emergency de¬ 
partment at Russells Hall 
Hospital and at the walk-in 
centre. The CCG is now 
working on a more detailed 
plan to bring before coun¬ 
cillors. The walk-in centre 
contract ends in September. 

Officers will be sharing 
the results of the consulta¬ 
tion on February 13 from 
5.30pm until 7.30pm at 
Brierley Hill Civic Hall. 


Boxers going toe-to-toe 

A BIG crowd is expected for a fundraising boxing event at 
Brierley Hill where young fighters will go glove-to-glove to 
help their club. 

Nearly all 300 tickets have sold out to see the bouts 
between members of Priory Park Boxing Club at The 
Copthorne Hotel in Merry Hill, Brierley Hill, on February 
22. For tickets call 07528 545586 or email prioryparkpro- 
motions@gmail.co.uk or visitwww. priory parkboxing.co.uk 



Stylish 
village 
venture 
for Vicki 

SHE had a jet-setting job as 
a managing director flying 
around the world brokering 
deals with bosses from ma¬ 
jor high street names such 
as Marks & Spencer. 

But entrepreneur Vicki 
Hancox has swapped her 
lifestyle to start up her own 
business, running The Vil¬ 
lage Boutique near Stour¬ 
bridge. It is a far cry from 
her career flying out to Mo¬ 
rocco, Ski Lanka and Hong 
Kong to seal contracts be¬ 
fore arriving back for board- 
room meetings in London. 

Yet village life is proving 
fruitful for the 44-year-old 
who is now just as happy 
selecting unique items to 
stock her ornate high street 
store in Kinver. 

“I’m excited by the new 
challenge. I’ve had some 
nice comments about the 
boutique alreadyr,” she said. 

Vicki, who lives in Hale¬ 
sowen, worked her way up 
the career ladder at haber¬ 
dashery firm Newey Good¬ 
man in Tipton. 

She moved on its parent 
company Prym, rising to 
become one of its directors. 
Vicki managed accounts 
for major retailers such as 
Marks & Spencer and Agent 
Provocateur, eventually 
becoming UK managing di¬ 
rector. 


Author shares 
tips on writing 

BEST-SELLING author 
Miranda Dickinson has 
shared her writing top tips 
with college students. She 
visited Birmingham Met¬ 
ropolitan College’s Stour¬ 
bridge campus to offer 
advice on how to pursue a 
career as a writer. 

Miranda, of Lower Gor- 
nal, has written five books, 
all appearing on the Sun¬ 
day Times Best-Selling 
list, the most recent - Take 
a Look at Me Now - reach¬ 
ing number four. She has 
also been shortlisted twice 
for the Romantic Novelists’ 
Association Awards. 

Pamper night 
means business 

A CHARITY is promising 
plenty of glitz and glamour 
when it hosts a fundrais¬ 
ing pamper evening next 
month. 

The event in aid of Sedg- 
ley’s Beacon Centre for the 
Blind will take place on 
March 27. Businesses are 
offered the chance to show¬ 
case their wares on the 
night. Organiser Jo Field 
said: “We are planning an 
evening of glitz and glam¬ 
our, fashion and fun.” 

The event will run from 
6.30pm-9.30pm. See www. 
beacon4blind.co.uk for de¬ 
tails. 

Youth on song 
for Barnardo’s 

THOUSANDS of young 
singers who took part in 
a huge choral event have 
raised almost £8,000 for 
charity. 

Pupils at schools from 
across the Black Country 
joined others from across 
the Midlands in a special 
performance at the LG 
Arena in Birmingham. 

Bucket collections for 
Barnardo’s raised £7,954 
during a four-night run. 

New dog group 
raised over £1 k 

THE newly-formed Haden 
Hill Dog Awareness Group 
has raised more than 
£1,000 for charity. 

The group raised £1,032 
with its first Dog Aware¬ 
ness Day in Haden Hill 
Park, Cradley Heath, last 
year, which included a dog 
fun show, stalls and display 
teams. Members handed a 
cheque over to Hearing 
Dogs For Deaf People. 

TV cop drama 

A PERIOD crime drama 
set in the West Midlands 
returns to BBC1 next 
week. The new series of 
WPc 56 starts on Monday. 
Much of the filming took 
place at the Black Country 
Living Museum. 




Adrian, the manager ot Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 

Covering all 
Stourbridge, Dudley & 
Halesowen areas 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 


A COMMITTEE of MPs has criticised the Royal House¬ 
hold for spending money unwisely. So that’s a stern 
memo to Queen Kettle from the House of Pots. 

IN FACT, is there a more wasteful institution in the 
world than the UK Parliament? You would think by now, 
with 70 per cent of our laws passed in Brussels and 
separate governments established in Scotland, Wales 
and Ulster, that the Commons could do its job with far 
fewer MPs. Yet 650 fat bottoms are still crammed on to 
those leather benches with a further 800 - an all-time 
record - in the Lords. Never in the field of human poli¬ 
tics have so many done so little and charged so much. 
□□□□□□□□ 

A DRIVER-v-cyclist video went viral. It shows a white 
Audi edging into a cycle-only box in London. A cyclist re¬ 
monstrates with the driver. The Audi sets off, the cyclist in 
hot, indignant pursuit. At the next lights, the cyclist puts 
his angry face against the driver’s window and rages: 

“You ****ing p****!” At this point someone gets out of the 
Audi and thumps the cyclist. Judging from the comments 
to the video, how you react to this incident depends 
entirely on your mode of transport. Cyclists see it as a 
shocking assault on one of their clan. Drivers see an 
obscenity-yelling cyclist getting his comeuppance. (Seri¬ 
ously, if you stick your face a few inches from a stranger’s 
face and call him a “****ing p****!” what do you expect?) A 
visitor from Mars would study the scene and wonder why 
in the name of sanity they are all sharing the same roads. 

ED Balls’s plan for a 50p rate appeals to the politics 
of envy, that British belief the “rich” (which usually 
means those earning £10,000-a-year more than us), 
should suffer for their success. Surely the ocean-cruise 
industry is a more effective cure for our envy than the 
tax system. Another 300 well-heeled passengers have 
been stricken with sickness and diarrhoea in the Car¬ 
ibbean. Is there any greater joy than hearing your rich 
friends, having boasted for months about their cruise, 
have just spent £10,000 and six days on the loo? 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


een’s killer must stay 
in prison says mother 


THE mother of a teenager murdered by pris¬ 
on escapee Alan Giles is launching a petition 
to keep her son’s killer behind bars. 

Quinton student Kevin Ricketts was just 16 
when he was kidnapped and murdered by Giles, 
formerly from Oldbury. But his devastated mother 
Carole Ricketts, of Northfield, has said she will do 
‘everything in her power’ to try to stop Giles getting 

parole. ■ by Simon Stone 

Giles went on the run ™---- 

for nine days in October took him. He targeted Kevin 
last year after fleeing from because he was weak - peo- 
an open section of HMP pie pick on the vulnerable.” 
Hewell. She added: “Kevin was 

The 56-year-old was later my best friend, my beautiful 
arrested in Alcester and was boy. We all miss him every 
given a further six month day, we miss his laughter.” 
sentence on top of the life Kevin was abducted as he 
term he is already serving was supposed to catch a bus 
for Kevin’s brutal murder. to South Birmingham Col- 
n , lege where he was a carpen- 

Parole try student. 

But Mrs Ricketts has The bus stop was 100 
called for him not to be yards from his home but 
given parole or to be allowed at around 7am on January 
within 100 miles of her fam- 31, 1995, as he left to go to 


ily. 

She said she was ‘abso¬ 
lutely terrified’ when he 
escaped. 

She added she should 
have been told that Giles 


college, Giles abducted and 
later murdered him. 

Giles was jailed for the 
teenager’s murder in 1997. 
He originally refused to say 
where he had buried Kevin’s 


was in an open prison just body but eventually phoned 
eight miles from her home. police from his cell to con- 


Grandmother-of-eight 
Mrs Ricketts said her son 
was ‘quiet and shy’. 

“Kevin’s shyness was al¬ 
most a disability,” she said. 

“He wouldn’t even have 
shouted for help when he 


fess and to reveal where he 
had buried the body. 

Giles had previously been 
in a relationship with Mrs 
Ricketts’ daughter Eliza¬ 
beth but she had left their 
seven-year relationship. 



Mayor Alan Finch Sally Insley, Ann Fowler and her son Ben 


A CHILDREN’S charity 
will be quids in after secur¬ 
ing the backing of a young 
apprentice keen to help 
fundraising efforts. 

Ben Fowler, who fea¬ 
tured on television show 
The Young Apprentice, is 
lending his support thanks 
to his new business venture. 

The 18-year-old will be 
fundraising for Acorns 
Children’s Hospice at his 
cafe and coffee house called 
Benno’s based in Halesowen 
Road, Halesowen. 

They struck up a part¬ 
nership after charity bosses 
saw his exploits in the 
boardroom which impressed 
the formidable business 
boss Lord Sugar. 

And now the young entre¬ 
preneur has started on his 
own career path, he said it 
was time to give something 
back for future generations. 

Mayor of Dudley, Coun¬ 
cillor Alan Finch, arrived at 
the cafe to help him launch 
the venture and his new 
cafe to help bring in money 
for the charity. 

Almost £50 was raised on 
the first day with donations 
for coffees, teas and cakes. 
Further events are planned. 


New £1m 
campaign 
to tackle 
HIV cases 

A £1.2 MILLION sexual 
health programme is being 
commissioned in a bid to 
reduce teenage pregnancies 
and cut the soaring number 
of people living with HIV 

Sandwell Council is com¬ 
missioning a new contra¬ 
ception and sexual health 
service for young people in 
the borough from the start 
of April. It comes after a 666 
per cent rise was recorded in 
HIV cases in Sandwell over 
the past 10 years, with sta¬ 
tistics from Public Health 
England revealing one in 
every 404 people in the bor¬ 
ough now has the illness. 
This means Sandwell has 
been classed a ‘high preva¬ 
lence area’. 

he borough has also his¬ 
torically had the highest 
rate of teenage pregnancy 
in the Black Country, but 
numbers have been cut by a 
third since 1998. 

The idea behind the new 
service is ‘early help’ and 
it will be targeted at people 
aged 11 to 24. It will im¬ 
prove young people’s access 
to advice, education, contra¬ 
ception and sexual health 
services. 

Councillor Paul Moore, 
health and wellbeing chief, 
said: “The increase in HIV 
diagnoses seen in Sandwell 
is comparable to the in¬ 
crease in other areas. 

“It’s partly due to more 
people coming forward for 
testing. 


Buy Sofas Direct 

Units 1 - 4 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 0AY - Free Car Park (opposite) 

TELEPHONE: 07732 848508 


9 till 5 Monday to Friday 

& Removal of Old Suite 

Sales@buysofadirect.co.uk 
www. b uysof ad i rect .co.uk 





Huge Range of Fireside Chairs in 
Selected Fabrics Only £99.00 


This is just a selection of our wide range of UK made suites 


Hi ton Lift & Rise Chair 


Cancelled Orders 


Scatter Cushions available (sets of 4) assorted colours £12.00 
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Sandwell 
shamed 
in league 
of laziest 

RESIDENTS in two Black 
Country areas have been 
judged among the worst in 
the entire country for being 
active. 

Sandwell narrowly missed 
out on being branded the 
couch potato capital of Eng¬ 
land and Dudley wasn’t 
much further behind. 

Almost 40 per cent of the 
Sandwell’s lethargic popula¬ 
tion is ‘inactive’, according 
to new statistics from health 
group UK Active. Its report 
warned that a ‘pandemic’ of 
inactivity in poor areas of 
England was leading to pre¬ 
mature deaths. 

Thirteen of the top 15 
local authorities where peo¬ 
ple are the most inactive 
also sit in some of the most 
deprived parts of the coun¬ 
try, said experts from the 
not-for-profit health group. 

Where inactivity levels 
are at their highest, early 
deaths also peak, their study 
found. 

Manchester topped the 
lazy league, with 40 per cent 
of its residents deemed to be 
inactive. 

Sandwell followed closely 
behind on 39 per cent, frac¬ 
tionally ahead of Salford, 
while Dudley was fifth on 
37.6 per cent. 

In the 15 most inactive 
local authority areas, there 
is an average of 342 prema¬ 
ture deaths per 100,000 peo¬ 
ple per year, compared with 
242 where people exercise 
the most. 


New £3m centre is hub BH 
for college-uni partnership 


A NEW multi-million college centre is ready to 
help the next generation of student achieve 
their university aspirations. 

Bosses at Halesowen College have put the finish¬ 
ing touches to a £20 million transformation of their 
Whittingham Road campus over the past five years. 
New teaching buildings for animal studies students, 
science laboratories and IT facilities are among 
those which have trans- ■ by Simon Stone 
formed the site. 

Work on the £3m Block 


11 has been completed. It 
is to be known as the Uni¬ 
versity Centre and is ready 
to be previewed to potential 
students. 

Halesowen College has 
a long standing partner¬ 
ship with the University 
of Worcester and Newman 
University to extend its of¬ 
fering of courses and options 
for students. 

The college offers Foun¬ 
dation Degrees as well as a 
number of HNC and HND 
programmes including ani¬ 
mal management, business, 
graphics web design and 
multimedia, health and so¬ 
cial care, public services and 
sports studies. 

It is an aim that students 
in the second year of study 
to embark on undergrad¬ 
uate units with partner 
universities to help pre¬ 
pare them for transition to 
higher education. 

Halesowen College prin¬ 


cipal Keith Bate said: “The 

establishment of a Univer¬ 
sity Centre at the college is 
included in the final phase 
of our £20m scheme to re¬ 
develop the Whittingham 
Campus. 

“Collaborative approaches 
to learning with key part¬ 
ners are fundamental to the 
college’s strategy in provid¬ 
ing extensive opportunities 
for local people to extend 
their horizons through ed¬ 
ucation.” 

“We are passionate to 
support students of all ages 
into University courses 
and offer these alternative 
routes. 

“The University Centre 
will be the hub of activity for 
our range of higher educa¬ 
tion courses to support local 
people in moving forward in 
their education and careers. 

“Students finishing their 
BTEC courses or A levels 
with us will have a bigger 
choice of options which is 
fantastic news.” 


Forgotten war graves uncovered 



With rediscovered graves are Arthur Cox, Stan Whitworth, Norman Catton, Colin Stevens, Katryn Leclezio and Peter Perry 


A small but dedicated band of ex-ser¬ 
vicemen has rescued 13 war graves — 
one of which dates back to the second 
Boer War — from being lost in under¬ 
growth in the grounds of St Peter’s 
Church, in Cradley. 

Now they are being spruced up to 
cherish the memory of local men who 
lay down their lives for their country, 
in time for the centenary of the out¬ 


break of the First World War later this 
year. Members of Cradley and District 
Ex Service Association are appealing 
for information about the men. 

Norman Catton, 78, chairman of 
the association, said: “British graves 
abroad are groomed and cherished but 
in this country many have become a 
heap of rubbish. It’s time we put that 
right and honoured our war dead.” 


Around seven members of the as¬ 
sociation rolled up their sleeves to 
clear brambles, shrubs and trees from 
the overgrown churchyard to uncover 
the graves. The work was funded by 
a £9,000 grant from the Ibstock Cory 
Environment Trust, £105 from the 
Two Gates Ragged School Fund and 
help from offenders through the pro¬ 
bation service ‘payback’ scheme. 


Peaky 
film crew return 

TELEVISION crews are 
set to return to the Black 
Country Living Museum 
for a second series of gang¬ 
ster drama Peaky Blinders. 
Filming of the new series is 
due to begin this month, to 
be aired in the autumn. 

Peaky Blinders, set in 
Birmingham’s underworld 
in the aftermath of the 
First World War, scooped 
awards at a prestigious 
international arts festi¬ 
val. Cillian Murphy, who 
plays gang leader Tommy 
Shelby, took the Best 
Actor award at the 27th 
Festival International de 
Programmes Audiovisuels 
in Biarritz. Helen McCrory 
was Best Actress role for 
her portrayal of family ma¬ 
triarch, Aunt Polly. 

Flybe unveiling 
major expansion 

FLYBE have unveiled 
plans for seven new routes 
from Birmingham as it 
turns the Midlands air¬ 
port into its biggest base 
with 50 new jobs and 12 
aircraft. 

Another three 88-seat 
Embraer 175 jets will be 
based at Birmingham In¬ 
ternational as it starts 
running a six times a week 
service to Florence, daily 
flights to Cologne and a 
six times a week service to 
Toulouse. 

Flybe planes will also be 
flying to Alicante five times 
a week as well as four 
times a week to Bordeaux, 
Palma, Mallorca and Porto. 



WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 


Finance 


How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 28 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 


including free delivery. 


Repair Service available 


Winter Sale 

NOW ON 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 


Available 

At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely 

Massive 
Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
February installation 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


Open Weekdays 9 am to 5.30 pm, Saturday 9 am to 4 pm, Sunday Closed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
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MEANWHILE, Manchester 
United star Ashley Young has 
been handed a six-month diving 
ban. Sorry, I mean a driving ban. 
Whatever was I thinking of? 

I I I 

I’LL leave it to others to com¬ 
ment on the rights and wrongs of 
railway union leader Bob Crow 
for masterminding a tube strike 
while sunning himself in Brazil 
while wearing a rather dubious 
pair of Bermuda shorts. 

What I will observe though is 
that a few years ago Bob was 
among the speakers at a day 
to mark the 100th anniversa¬ 
ry of the Cradley chainmakers’ 
strike. In the early 20th century, 
the mainly female workers of the 
Black Country chain industry 
lived in abject poverty, working 
back-breaking hours in squalid 
conditions for a pittance of pay, 
and it fell to Mary MacArthur, the 
daughter of a wealthy Scottish 
draper, to take on their oppres¬ 
sive bosses. 

Aside from the fact that Bob 
turned what should have been a 
fascinating celebration of Black 
Country history into a bellicose 
political rally, he also throughout 
the duration of his long-winded 
speech, repeatedly referred to 
his heroine as ‘Mary McCarthy’. 

Considering he was such a big 
admirer, you might have thought 
he would have least got her 
name right. 

A SIX-year-old boy has been 
suspended from school for tak¬ 
ing a packet of Mini Cheddars 
in his lunch box. Riley Pear¬ 
son’s parents have now been 
summoned to the headmaster’s 
study after the youngster was 
banned for not having a ‘healthy 
and balanced’ packed lunch. 

Excuse me? Since when did 
a headmaster’s remit extend to 
policing our dietary habits? If it 
were up to me, I would be telling 
him to ditch the Mini Cheddars 
and to tuck into some good old 
pork scratchings like a proper 
Black Country mon, but each to 
their own, live and let live and all 
that. This really does take the 
biscuit. 

BRITAIN’S most tattooed man 
is not a happy bunny after being 
refused a new passport having 
changed his name by deed poll. 
It seems officials did not consid¬ 
er ‘King of Ink Land King Body 
Art The Extreme Ink-lte’ to be 
a proper name, and suggested 
that he should continue calling 
himself Mathew Whelan instead. 

Apparently, Body - as he is 
known to his friends - has spent 
£30,000 on making himself look 
about as ridiculous as is human¬ 
ly possible. His face is now en¬ 
tirely covered with a green psy¬ 
chedelic pattern, apart from two 
small holes for his eyes. And he 
has a couple of clumps of hair on 
his head, which look like a pair of 
freshly grown spring onions. 

Mr Art says he needs a pass¬ 
port as it is intention to work 
overseas. As what? A scare¬ 
crow? 



Woolworths in High Street, Bilston, now an Argos Poundland has replaced Walsall’s Woolworths store Site of the old Woolworths in Dudley, now Plaza Mall 


Woolies filled but 
never replaced 



How have the stores fared 
since they closed five years 
ago? WILL ACKERMANN 
has been finding out 

IT WAS the store everybody 
knew and loved, a British insti¬ 
tution dating back 100 years. 

In its heyday, Woolworths was 
as much a feature of the UK high 
street as the pavements and lamp- 
posts themselves. 

But it has now been five years since 
that fateful day when the nation’s fa¬ 
vourite retailer went bust and had to 
close its 807 stores, with the loss of more 
than 30,000 jobs. The news was mourned 
by shoppers far and wide, while retail 
analysts warned it was a sign of worse 
to come as consumers began tightening 
their purse strings. 

Unfortunately, they were proved right 
as other high-street giants have fallen 
victim to the recession. 

But now that the dust has settled since 
Woolworths entered administration in 
2009, what has become of all its empty 
units? Sadly, across the country more 
than 100 of them remain vacant and a 
further 68 have been demolished. 

Others, however, have become home 
to new shops, many of them bargain 
stores - showing how shoppers these 
days want to spend a penny, rather than 
a pound. Low price bargains are their 
unique selling points. 

Budget supermarket Iceland has oc¬ 
cupied the highest number of former 
Woolies premises nationally, with 59. 
Close behind with 57 is Willenhall-based 
Poundland, while in at third is 99p 
Stores, which has 47. Fourth is B&M 
Bargains, with 43. 

But Will Roberts, of the British Re¬ 
tail Consortium, said stores catering for 
those with more expensive tastes are also 
sprouting up. He said: “Although a num¬ 
ber of vacant stores have been taken over 
by discount traders in recent years, we 


Hotel Chocolat opening up new prem¬ 
ises.” The BRC’s latest figures from Oc¬ 
tober show 13 per cent of commercial 
properties remain vacant in town and 
city centres in the West Midlands and 
Staffordshire. 

However, many of the stores once 
adorned with Woolies’ iconic red and 
white signs have been snapped up by 
other occupants. 

Before appointing administrators, 
the company had outlets in Wolver¬ 
hampton, Wednesfield, Bilston, Wal¬ 
sall, Bloxwich, Blackheath, Bearwood, 


Wednesbury, Dudley, Halesowen, 
Brierley Hill, Kidderminster, Stafford, 
Lichfield and Cannock. 

Of those 15 premises, two are occu¬ 
pied by discount grocery and frozen 
food retailer Bargain Foods; two are run 
by rent-to-own retailer BrightHouse, 
where customers can bag anything from 
a television set to a three-piece suite in 
weekly payments; two are Poundlands; 
with the remaining home to Discount 
UK, Argos, Heron Frozen Foods, Tesco, 
a Plaza Mall, a YMCA charity shop, 
Sports Direct and B&M Bargains. 

The final Woolies staff barely had 


time to pack up their belongings and 
leave the door, before some units were 
re-occupied, with others taking longer to 
attract new owners. Bosses at the Man- 
der Centre, Wolverhampton struggled to 
fill the vacant unit left by Woolworths, 
and for three years it sat empty. 

The centre itself was built in the 
1960s, but Woolworths had already been 
trading long before it opened. The store 
became one of the biggest Woolworths 
branches in the West Midlands. 

When it closed its doors, up to 40 
workers lost their jobs. There was a 
glimmer of hope when businessman 
Tony Swannie, who runs the Aldridge 
based Plaza Malls, suggested he might 
open another Plaza Mall in the old store, 
but the deal fell through. 

It was only in October 2012 that 
budget chain Discount UK stepped in 
to bring the shop back to life. The store, 
which sells items priced from 28p to £25, 
created 40 jobs when it took over the va¬ 
cant unit. 

It did not take quite as long for those 
in Wednesfield and Bilston to be filled. 
In September 2009, the unit in Bilston 
was take over by catalogue shop Argos 
which had been relocated from 55-57 
Church Street. Whereas in Wednesfield 
the discount grocery and frozen foods 
shop Bargain Foods took over the High 
Street unit. 

In contrast to Wolverhampton, the 
high street locations of many of the 
Woolworths stores in Sandwell were 
quickly pounced upon. The first was in 
Blackheath, where Heron Frozen Foods 
transformed the High Street venue in 
May 2009. 

In Bearwood, Tesco created 12 jobs 
when it opened an Express store in the 
former Woolworths in September 2009. 
In June of that year, Caversham Fi¬ 
nance, which runs the rent-to-buy store 
Brighthouse, took over the Wednes- 
bury’s empty Woolworths shop on Mar¬ 
ket Place. 

The Shop Direct Group bought the 
Woolworths and Ladybird brands, se¬ 
curing their futures online, but the high 
street will never look the same again. 


THROUGH 
THE YEARS 


1984 

CONTROVERSIAL plans were 
revealed to convert a disused 
church in Wolverhampton into 
part of a giant supermarket. 

Sainsbury’s said the scheme 
for St George’s Church would 
create 200 new jobs. 

THE halfpenny coin was to be 
discontinued, Chancellor Nigel 
Lawson announced. Traders in 
the West Midlands showed little 
regret at its passing. 

ENGINEERING workers leader 
Terry Duffy called for a 26-hour 
working week during a debate 
organised by Tettenhall Rotary 
Club. But he said it would do 
nothing to stop unemployment 
soaring to five or six million by 
the end of the 1980s. 

1994 

WOLVERHAMPTON Labour 
MP Dennis Turner called on all 
eight directors of the compa¬ 
ny which made Banks’s beer to 
resign after they accepted huge 
pay increases. Mr Turner at¬ 
tacked David Thompson, man¬ 
aging director of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and Dudley Breweries, for 
accepting a £912 pay rise at a 
time when the Government had 
been urging executives to keep 
a lid on their earnings. 

KIDDERMINSTER Harri¬ 
ers proved the romance of the 
FA Cup was alive and well by 
knocking Preston North End out 
of the competition with a 1 -0 win 
at Aggborough, securing a place 
in the Fifth Round. 

2004 

THE audience of the US Su¬ 
perbowl stared in disbelief as 
Justin Timberlake ‘accidentally’ 
tore Janet Jackson’s dress dur¬ 
ing the half-time entertainment, 
exposing her breast. Jackson 
later admitted that the stunt had 
been planned in advanced, and 
apologised if she had offended 
anybody. 

THE 500th free burglar alarm 
was installed in a crime-plagued 
area of Wolverhampton. Extra 
locks were also fitted to homes 
in All Saints, Blakenhall and 
Parkfields. 

FORMER Wolves captain 
Geoff Thomas was said to be 
recovering well in hospital af¬ 
ter receiving a bone marrow 
transplant with his nurse sister 
Kay Hill. The player, who lived 
in Bromsgrove, had been diag¬ 
nosed with leukaemia the previ¬ 
ous year and the operation was 
his only chance of a complete 
cure. 

WOLVES manager Dave 
Jones was said to be furious 
after his son sold Kenny Miller’s 
shirt from the victory over Man¬ 
chester United to a dealer over 
the internet. He believed it was 
going to a charity but the shirt 
was sold on eBay for £6,600. 



on selected products 


Garages 


Wooden Sheds 


Concrete 


Roof replacement also available 


Huge Range of Quality 
Garden Buildings 


6ft x4ft 8ftx6ft lOft x8ft 


Single 16ft x8ft Double 16ftx16ft 

e1339 e2599 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 

REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


195 e285 e47Q 


Quotations 


Buildings Removed inc Asbestos 


Laying Service O Free Delivery & Fitting 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, I Visit our website: 


West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 

BUILDINGS 
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LETTERS 


Slimmer and more effective government 


THE West Midlands is being denied a 
say about its future;.it is excluded from 
the debate about the future of Scotland 
and its implications for the rest of the 
UK. It is also excluded from any debate 
about the future of local government, 
some of which is facing bankruptcy 
and massive cuts in services. 

Whatever the outcome of the Scot¬ 
tish referendum, Scotland and Wales 
will get more powers which will have 
implications for the future of West¬ 
minster and subnational Government 
in England. 

Sub national Government in Eng¬ 
land is weak. It is a complex jigsaw of 

Tendency 
to forget 
repair bills 

READING the article about 
the Trafalgar Court flats 
has brought me to comment 
on the ongoing maintenance 
of private property. With the 
fall in interest rates more 
people have been encour¬ 
aged to enter the buy-to-let 
market but what happens as 
these properties need work 
and money spent on them? 

Private landlords may not 
have saved money to keep 
their properties in good or¬ 
der, or they may be faced 
with having to spend on 
their own dwelling and have 
to choose which property 
gets the money. Meanwhile 
the tenant is still paying the 
full rent on what could be a 
sub-standard home. 

I also think we could have 
a time bomb with older peo¬ 
ple owning their own home 
but not having an income 
for the necessary repairs. 

It is great that home own¬ 
ership has become possible 
for working class people but 
it comes with a big respon¬ 
sibility. 

R GWILLIAMS 

Brierley Hill 


largely anonymous local councils and 
unelected quangos. Local government 
is struggling to survive, quangos are 
controlled from Westminster and have 
very limited, if any, credibility or ca¬ 
pacity to really influence public policy 
and the way private monopolies — in¬ 
cluding the energy companies control 
our lives. 

Our local authorities are either too 
small to deal effectively with national 
and regional challenges or too large to 
connect with the local. 

Why in the West Midlands with a 
population of 5 million — the same 
as Scotland — do we have four police 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST ir 
number number. The Editor reset 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

iclude name, address and telephone 
ves the right to condense letters. 


Now get rid of all 
the useless windmills 

REGARDING the letter from R Taberner, I do not think 
you will find that extreme weather events are more fre¬ 
quent. The out of a job if they couldn’t produce any evi¬ 
dence, however far-fetched. 

I gather the Arctic icecap is rather substantial and 
it looks as though the Antarctic midsummer is still cold 
enough to leave ship loads of tourists trapped in ice for 
days. 

The so-called problem is blamed on carbon dioxide but 
they don’t tell us that this gas which is vital for all life 
on earth. As ‘global warming’ has now been swept under 
the carpet to join ‘acid rain’ and the ‘ozone layer’, let us 
hope ‘climate change’ is soon to join them in the dustbin 
of history. 

I agree that we must rethink energy policies. First of all, 
abandon those useless windmills. Then ignore the EU di¬ 
rectives to close perfectly operational conventional power 
stations and get new nuclear power stations built soon, 
preferably by British firms. Or else the lights will go out! 

A WILKINS 

Buttermere Close 

Brierley Hill 


forces compared with one in Scot¬ 
land? Why do we have nearly 60 MPs, 
thousands of councillors and members 
of quangos all paid by the tax payer? 
Major surgery is needed. 

This has to include a system of re¬ 
gional and local government which is 
slimmer and far more effective. This 
has to be balanced by a significant 
downsizing and refocusing at West¬ 
minster on UK business with fairer 
voting for all levels of Government. We 
don’t need more politicians but better 
government. 

GMORRAN 

Dudley 

Chaos at 
hospital’s 
car park 

REGARDING the article in 
your paper, about the clo¬ 
sure of the Holly Hall walk- 
in clinic, Mr Paul Maubach 
and the Dudley health boss¬ 
es, need to start visiting 
Russells Hall regularly. 

My sister has been an 
in-patient for the last nine 
weeks, myself and all family 
members have been visiting 
twice every day. Afternoon 
visiting you cannot get a 
parking space, Monday to 
Friday it can’t cope, now 
with the clinics and visiting, 
how do they expect it to add 
more to this, by closing the 
walk-in clinic? 

You know the old saying, 
if it’s not broke don’t mend 
it, and the walk-in clinic is 
doing a splendid service. 

The first seven weeks of 
my sister’s stay there was 
only one barrier working 
on the access side to the car 
park. Nothing to do with 
the hospital but the charges 
you have to pay you would 
think this could be repaired 
quicker. It caused chaos. 

V CARTWRIGHT 
Dudley 




FURNITURE IS 
WHAT WE DO 

Re-Upholstery 
Specialists 

10% discount for O.A.P’s 

• Occasional Furniture & Made to Measure 

• Three Piece Suites 

• Large Showroom Now Open to Public 

• Open 7 Days A Week 

• Rugs 

• Sofa’s 

• Dining Room 

• Occasional Tables 

• Display Cabinets 

• Made to Measure Pine Specialist 

Chapel Furnishings 


Unit 4, Eagle Trading /I O /I Q ^2 O 

Estate, Stourbridge Road, V/ g g Oi^UO J 

Halesowen, B63 3UA Also in Blackheath Market 
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WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 


IUP’S 

1ft 

THIS VJttK- 

' ONtf " 


v 


Solutions 


WORCESTER accredited installer 


• Power Flushing 

• Air Conditioning 

• Air to Air Heat 

• Gas Appliance 
Installations 

• All Domestic 
Plumbing Work 


• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating 
Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 

• Bathroom 
_Installations 

All work is carried out by fully 
qualified engineers 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

FEBRUARY OFFBtS 

ON CENTRAL HATING DEALS 

• Competitive prices from £69 

• Parts and labour inclusive 

• A boiler diagnostic and safety check 

• 12 month guarantee on workmanship including parts 

FREE im • Expertise from Gas Safe registered gastek engineers 

• 24/7 Free emergency helpline 

• Even if the job takes longer than estimated, you won't 
pay a penny more than the amount quoted 



Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 • 07737 261976 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 

Halesowen, West Midlands : , m 

ALL MAJOR CREDITS . (All prices are plus VAT) 

DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED Worcester m |i 


Bosch Group 

Accredited Installer 


£i 


isnvioads HOSOB U31S30U0M ISIIVOBdS H 3 S 09 



5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £189 


Friday 14™ March 


Highland Hotel Fort William 



NOl 

your fault? 

Your claim 
will be handled 
by friendly 
specialist 
solicitors who 
are local to you. 


Jiddleton * Du turner 


FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


CEILIDH BREAK 


This 5 day coach break 
staying at our Highland 
Hotel includes a “Ceilidh 
Night” (Kay-lee), when you 
will enjoy typical Scottish 
entertainment with foot 
tapping music provided by 
accordionists, pipers and 
highland dancers. There will 
be an excursion everyday 
including a cruise on Loch 
Linnhe, Inverness, Loch 
Ness, Glencoe, Rannoch 
Moor & Oban. 


LOCHS 
W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 


vLOCHS.COM 


•4 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 



Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 
G83 8RW 


01389 713713 
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CLUB NEWS 


taies’come Hear ye of Town 

to rescue Hrier’s traditions 


BLACKHEATH M TWG 


THE guild meeting on 
Wednesday January 22 was 
opened by the club’s chair¬ 
man Doreen Armstrong at 
10.30am. 

Doreen welcomed mem¬ 
bers and visitors, a good 
turnout despite the cold 
weather. 

Monthly reports were 
given by treasurer Beryl 
Hartley and Press officer 
Iris Harris. Everyone was 
wished a Happy New Year 
and all agreed what a good 
time was had at the Christ¬ 
mas party. 

Usually at the end of 
business our chairman in¬ 
troduces the speaker for the 
day, but the one lined up 
had unfortunately retired 
and was no longer available. 

In true guild spirit, the 
ladies did not despair and 
a solution was found. The 
problem was solved by 
Beryl, who entertained 
everyone with a sample of 
‘Tales of the Unexpected’ - 
an old television series. 

She told four sto¬ 
ries of strange and unu¬ 
sual happenings in her 
lifetime which were quite 
enthralling and a bit spooky. 

A good round of applause 
was given to Beryl, and the 
meeting was closed at noon. 

After that, the ladies 
were ready for their tea, cof¬ 
fee and biscuits before going 
home 

The next guild meeting 
will be on Wednesday, Feb¬ 
ruary 26 at the Moose Hall, 
Beeches Road, Blackheath, 
at 10.30am. 

All visitors will be made 
welcome. 



WEST BROM CENTRAL 


CHAIRMAN Joyce Brown 
opened the first meeting of 
2014 by welcoming members 
and wishing them a healthy 
and prosperous New Year. 

It was agreed by all present 
that the Christmas meeting 
had been extremely enjoyable 
with West Bromwich Central 
being joined by 12 members 
of the Wednesbury Guild with 
an interesting and informative 
talk on Christmas traditions 
past and present. 

The annual New Year 
hamper raffle was won by 
vice-chairman Joan Cash- 
more, which was followed by 
tea and refreshments during 
which members were able to 
hear about the origins and 
duties of the Walsall official 
Town Crier and inspect vari¬ 
ous items of regalia associated 
with the role. A vote of thanks 
to the speaker was endorsed 
by members. 

The next meeting will be 
on Monday, February 10, at 2 
p.m. at Moose Hall, Woodward 
Street, with a talk on amateur 
films. Further details may be 


The origins of the Walsall Town Crier was the talk topic obtained on 0121 588 2692. 

Talk lives up to expectations 


THE Christmas party was held on Decem¬ 
ber 9. The business part of the meeting was 
kept as short as possible so members could 
get to the buffet. 

All those attending had bought in a plate 
of food to contribute and as always the food 
was gorgeous. 

The ladies were then entertained by 
Halesowen Ukulele Band who played skif¬ 
fle, rock & roll and some Christmas songs. 
The chairman welcomed three visitors to 


HAWNE E TOWNSWOMEN 


January’s meeting and announced that sub¬ 
scription fees will be the same as last year. 
Members were reminded about the Federa¬ 
tion St George’s Day lunch. 

John Billingham’s talks are always ea¬ 
gerly looked forward to, and his talk on the 
Journey from Old Hill to Dudley lived up to 
expectations. The next meeting is on Mon¬ 
day, February 17. 


Midland UPVC 

Windows and Doors Ltd 


SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR 
FUEL BILLS WITH OUR 
ENERGY A RATED WINDOWS 




NEW YEAR SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 

£1499f itted. conditions apply 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 

Visit our website: ■ Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk T/TT 5 & Door %« 

• ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 


FANTASTIC N EW As seen on the 

UPVC DOOR RANGE 

SPECIAL OFFER 

PVC Door 

From 

£375 

I ■ J Fitted 

Available in Light Oak and Rosewood 



ALL AREAS COVERED o i 384 234 i 70 sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

After 5pm O I 384 429 152 OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 


BBC DIY SOS 



ALL STOCK UPHOLSTERY REDUCED 



UP TO 80% OFF our Traditional Furniture 


Traditional Suite In WineWas £1199 Now £499 
Modern 2 Seater Suite... Was £999 Now £499 

Used 2 Seater Sofa. £99 

Corner Group.Was £1199 Now £699 

Queen Anne Chair. £199 

Conway Suite.Was £1199 Now £799 

Rio.Was £1199 Now £799 

Cherry Oval Coffee Table...Was £369 Now £99 
Cherry hanging Corner Cabinet. £69 


Cherry telephone Seat. £69 

Cherry Wheatsheaf 

Dining.Was £1299 Now £699 

Oak Dining Suite.Was £1299 Now £699 

Various Radiator Covers 

upto 80 % OFF. from £59 

(please telephone for sizes available) 

Wexford range (oak/painted) Discontinued ALL 
HALF PRICE 


Sofa Style, Chatsworth 
House, Hayes Lane, Lye. 
DY9 8RD 01384 892018 

Open Mon-Sat 10 am-4 pm 



m 
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NEWS 


Europe’s largest Hindu 
temple alms to expand 



Development plans - The largest Hindu temple in Europe the Shri Venkateswara (Balaji) temple in Tividale 


IT is Europe’s biggest Hindu 
temple and used by hundreds 
of people. 

And now plans have been sub¬ 
mitted for the creation of a yoga 
and meditation centre at Shri 
Venkateswara (Balaji) Temple in 
Tividale. 

Faith leaders want to construct the 
two-storey Peace Temple on land in 
Dudley Road East. It would be used 
to practice and teach yoga and medi¬ 
tation and would be able to accommo¬ 
date almost 100 people. 

Planning documents submitted to 


Sandwell Council state the temple 
complex is open to the public regard¬ 
less of faith. 

The building is designed to provide 
for 37 people in the yoga class area on 
the ground floor and for 57 people in 
the meditation area on the first floor. 

Increase 

The Peace Temple is not expected to 
increase the number of visitors to the 
complex at any one time or on occa¬ 
sions and the meditation space is de¬ 
signed to serve those who already visit 
the temple. Yoga classes will be held 
during designated times. 


The documents add: “The Peace 
Temple is to complement the existing 
use of the site. 

“As a place for meditation and con¬ 
templation, the proposal will support 
and enhance the spiritual nature of 
the site by adding to the existing facil¬ 
ity to the visitors.” 

It is the latest expansion of the site 
which was also given approval to build 
a £500,000 one-storey building last 
year. 

Leaders at the temple will build a 
Yagashala building, which caters for a 
special ceremony to introduce babies 
to the faith. 





PRESTIGE COLLECTION 

HALF 

PRICE 
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2014 


L 


PLUS AN EXTRA 

25% OFF 

PLUS 

EVERY CARPET 

FITTED 

FREE 

*when you buy the equivalent size of 
our Airstep or Treadmore underlay 




HURRY OFFERS 
END 6PM MONDAY 


132 Wellington Road, Dudley, 

West Mids DY1 1UB Tel: 01384 259966 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Thurs 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 



www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or Call Free on 0800 344 442 


Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair 
surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. 
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MEMORY LANE 



Cyril and his wife Eva who brought up Darrell from when he was a baby The iconic Molineux Road Stand where Cyril bought Darell his first season ticket E4 under the old clock Wolves hat-trick hero Terry Wharton 


Cyril inspired a lifelong 
devotation of Wanderers 



A chance meeting at Molineux led to a friend¬ 
ship between Cyril and rock legend Robert Plant 


HIS devotion to the boys in old 
gold and black was second to 
none. 

An old soldier born and bred in the 
Black Country with a love for proper 
pork scratchings, Banks’s Mild and Pa¬ 
varotti. 

Cyril Yates died in March 2003, aged 84, 
after suffering with Alzheimer’s disease for a 
number of years, but his memory still shines 
brightly in the heart of his ‘son’ Darrell. 

“He was always a very proud man,” said 
Darrell, a Wolves season ticket holder who 
used to write under the pseudonym JIWAL 
- John Ireland Whinge A Lot - in the fanzine 
A Load Of Bull. “Dad was a strict discipli¬ 
narian with a dry sense of humour.” 

Darrell was actually Cyril’s grandson, but 
he believed him to be his father until the age 
of nine because Cyril and his wife Eva had 
looked after him from birth. 

“Cyril raised me and in my eyes he will 
always be my dad,” said Darrell, s a finance 
manager for Poplars, Cannock. “And it is 
certainly down to him that I developed such 


by Peter Madeley 


a passion for the Wolves!” Cyril was born 
in Dixon’s Green, Dudley, in 1918. After 
Second World War service in the army he 
worked at Bean Factory, Tipton, and Rat¬ 
cliffs, Eagle Lane, Great Bridge. 

Darrell, 55, said Cyril played cricket for 
Dudley in the Birmingham Cricket League. 
But his main sporting love was Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Wanderers - an obsession he passed on 
to a nine-year-old Darrell in 1966. “That 
was the year he took me to my first game,” 
said Darrell, from Dudley. 

“We beat Cardiff 7-1 and Terry Wharton 
scored a hat-trick. I suppose that’s when I 
got the bug! The following season he bought 
me my first season ticket.” 

One early recollection involves a young 
Darrell approaching the legendary comedian 
TommyTrinder, who was chairman of Ful¬ 
ham at the time. Darrell said: “My dad told 
me to go and get Trinder’s autograph as he 
came out onto the car park of the old social 
club. But when I approached him he bel¬ 
lowed ‘out of my way, sonny! ’ and brushed 


me aside like paper. “My dad gave him the 
biggest verbal volley of all time - I was re¬ 
ally shocked at the colourful language - and 
I remember Trinder’s trademark trilby hat 
falling off his head! 

“After that dad would turn off the TV 
whenever Trinder appeared on screen.” 

At the late 70s Cyril stopped going to 
games because of the hooliganism but he 
was persuaded to return for the fourth divi¬ 
sion play-off final against Aldershot in 1987. 
“He was hooked again,” said father-of-four 
Darrell. Before the game he was approached 
by rock legend Robert Plant, who asked if 
the seats next to them were taken. It was 
the start of a lasting friendship . 

Cyril died just two months before his be¬ 
loved Wolves won the play-off final in Cardiff 
to book a return to the top flight of English 
football for the first time in 21 years. Darrell 
regularly visits his parents’ grave at Tipton 
Cemetery to keep Cyril up to date about 
Wolves. Darrell said: “I always think of my 
prized possession growing up as being my 
season ticket in seat E4 under the old clock 
in the Molineux Street Stand.” 



Cyril did not see the funny side when com¬ 
edian Tommy Trinder was rude to Darrell 



<\ON/i 4 


g*r£550 
W&7V* o'M, 


DOULTON DOORS 

Garage Doors and UPVC Windows & Doors 


v 


Wrought 


Iron Gates 


& Railings 


availal 


Styles 


H 
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Great value coach h olidays 


. coaches depart IgUHH most ho«e lS 

Weekend Breaks 

from 


Free excursio n .- _ 

aurnemouth dp 


_L BOARD . 

digtime special! 

nights dinner, —»«-> 

& breakfast plus 
e lunches at the 
ndhouse Hotel 
MONDAYS 
7, 24, 31 Mar 


TWO FREE COACH TRIPS 
. Poole Quay 



Newquay £129.95 

Tintagel & Padstow £189.95 

Bournemouth £129.95 

Folkestone & Eurotunnel trip to Bruges £129.95 

Eastbourne £119.95 

Brighton 99p BAR SPECIAL! £179.95 

Torquay & Eden Project £139.95 

Weston-Super-Mare £119.95 

Torquay £119.95 

Pontins, Brean Sands £119.95 


Sand Bay & Bath 


Folkestone & Eurotunnel To Bruges 
Isle of Wight 

Babbacombe, Seaton & Sidmouth 

Torquay 

Bournemouth 

Eastbourne 

Weston-super-Mare 

Pontins, Brean Sands 

Sand Bay 1960's Cabaret Special 


NOW £159.95 


£99.95 

£119.95 

£99.95 

£79*95 
NOW £129.95 


Southport Keswick b 7 Lakes 

Britannia Hotel, 

Standish 

2 FREE COACH TRIPS, MONDAYS 
KESWICK. GRASMERE, 21 Apr, 19 May, 9, 30 Jun, 
sout A hpo M rt RECAMBE ' 28 Jul - 4 ' 18 Au 9' 1. Sep 



Isle Of Wight sandown 

Springtime special 




All coach travel & quality overnight 
dinner, bed & breakfast accommodation 


Windermere 

& Todmorden Market 

15 Feb, 8, 22 Mar, 12 Apr, 10 May 


Peak District 

& Olde Worlde Cheshire 

10 May, 21 Jun, 5 Jul, 2, 23 Aug 




Llandudno & Chester 

Elvis Tribute N ight Whitehouse 


Blackpool 

Grasmere b Windermere 

28 Mar, 30 May, 27 Jun, 26 Sep 


Cardiff & Bath 

Murder Mystery Weekend 

26 Apr, 7 Jun, 26 Jul, 20 Sep 

Mersey Cruise 

Beatles Tour & Chester 

15 Feb, 8, 22 Mar, 12, 26 Apr, 24 May 



LONGLEAT 

&BATH 

JERSEY BOYS 

LONDON 

LET IT BE 

LIVERPOOL 

19 Apr, 17 May 2 days 

29 Mar, 27 Sep 2 days 

f% ivjni 

12 Apr 2 days 

LEGOLAND 

&LONDON 

LONDON 

FREEDOM WEEKEND 

SETTLE-CARUSLE 
RAILWAY &HAW0RTH 

3 May, 21 Jun 2 days 

15 Feb, 8 Mar 2 days 

7 Jun, 12 Jul 2 days 

EXETER 
& TORQUAY 

raw 

STONEHENGE 

& WEYMOUTH 

8,29 Mar 26 Apr 2 days 

various dates 4/5 days 

mzm 

2,23 May 4 days 


Call for brochure 0844 682 0081 

TraOelstyle 

Rii/es more smiles 


www.travelstyletours.co.uk 




i Downton Abbey • Tall Ships 

• Dorset Steam Fair • Edinburgh Tattoo 

• Buckingham Palace • Harry Potter at Warners 

• Chelsea/Hampton Court/Southport/Harrogate/Arley/ 
Flower Shows • Farnborough/Fairford Air Shows 

• Blackpool Lights • Ideal Home • 1940's weekends 

• Miss Saigon • Phantom • Wicked 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uk 
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NEWS 

student wins a place 
at an American college 



Go west — Dan Hughes, from Haybridge High School, Hagley, is pictured with deputy head Rob Lightfoot 


DELIGHTED student Dan 
Hughes will be swapping 
Worcestershire for the USA 
when he takes up a dream 
university place. 

The pupil at Haybridge Sixth 
Form in Hagley has been chosen 
for a funded spot at Trinity Col¬ 
lege in Hartford, Connecticut. 

The 18-year-old said: “I don’t think 
words can describe quite how elated I 
feel.” 

Last summer he was one of 150 
students who were selected from 
1,200 applicants through the Sutton 


Trust US Programme to experience a 
week at Yale University as a student 
on campus. This was followed by an 
intensive programme delivered in the 
UK by the US-UK Fulbright Commis¬ 
sion to help him to make his college 
choice and prepare for crucial admis¬ 
sions tests. 

Deputy headteacher Rob Lightfoot 
said: ‘This is the opportunity of a 
lifetime We are thrilled for Dan and 
congratulate him - he is a talented and 
hard-working student who will make 
the most of this opportunity.’ 

Dan, of Hagley will be studying Lib¬ 
eral Studies and has received funding 
from the Sutton Trust. He said: “I 


would like to thank the fantastic team 
at Sutton Trust for their support and 
the extraordinarily generous financial 
offer to make my dream come true. If 
hearing about my success can encour¬ 
age someone else to apply for the pro¬ 
gramme I would be delighted.” 

The aim of the US programme is to 
encourage academically talented, low 
and middle income British students to 
study at American universities. Chair¬ 
man Sir Peter Lampl said, ‘As well as 
offering a fantastic opportunity for 
some of our brightest young people, 
this lights a beacon for thousands of 
state school students who are genuine 
candidates for these universities.’ 
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Kitchens 
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Beautiful Kitchens & Bathrooms, Designed with Imagination and Skillfully Fitted with Care 


'A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

"They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 


07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.uk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


Hasbury Windows Ltd 



Excellent service , Lovely job, fitters Very pleased with 

from start to finish. * made no mess! the new windows. 

Reliable and Would definitely Fitters were very tidy, 

friendly. 1 recommend again. everything left clean. 


^^^HALESOWEN LOWER cfoRNAL >^^^HALESOWEN 


Sealed Units Replacement Available From £10 
‘We will beat any genuine written quote’ 


6 Flat Windows 
& 2 Doors 

£2999 

Indudes Fitting & VAT 


* Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

* No payment until completion 

* Call us now for a great deal on your new 
windows, doors and conservatories 

* Visit our showroom 

* Deal direct with the owner 

* If you want quality, value and service it 
‘has to be Hasbury’! 


mammgmmiii® mm 


Inliten Front 
Door in White 


£450 


incl. 

fitting 


Winter 


NOWON 


FRONTDOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Fitted with white furniture 

• Left hand or right hand opening 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 
Choice of 6 white panel doors 


• uioiceoi o wnue 

, d| 


PANEL DOOR-HARDWARE FEATURES: 

PAS 24 security testing on flag hinges 
3 hinges have carrying capacity of 120kg 
Longer lasting performance on hardware 
Locking system - exclusive to Camden & 
one of the most superior on the market 


Inliten Back 
Door in White 


£395 


ind. 

fitting 


BACK DOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Supplied with Monaco 


• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Left hand or right 
hand opening 

• White furniture/hardware 

TRADE ENQUIRES 
WELCOME 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

01214217001 / 01214212104/0138478796 


(opposite the Stag & Three Horseshoes) 

SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm • Sat 10 am-2 pm 

Phonelines open 9 am-9 pm 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 
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QUALITY COACH 
HOLIDAYS THROUGHOUT 
BRITAIN & EUROPE 

Telephone 
0800 002 9788 


OUR 2014 HOLIDAY BROCHURE IS OUT NOW 

IS 

WHY CHOOSE US FOR YOUR NEXT HOLIDAY ? 

* OUR COACHES HAVE JUST 42 COACH SEATS FOR EXTRA LEGROOM 

* ALL OUR COACHES HAVE TOILETS ON BOARD “GUARANTEED” 

* OVER 70 DIFFERENT HOLIDAY DESTINATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM 

* CAREFULLY DESIGNED EXCURSIONS ON ALL HOLIDAYS 

* dcdodmai i v/ on rr*Trn uotci o ouaci d\/ i io 


^ 

rtnoUNALLY btLtU 11U HU 1 tLb UHUotN BY Uo 

* LOCAL DEPARTURE POINTS 

* NO LENGTHY TRANSFERS, ONCE YOU’RE ON, YOU’RE ON! 

PHONE FOR A COPY OF OUR BROCHURE OR VIEW IT ONLINE AT 
www.grouptravel.ltd.uk 


COACH HOLIDAY ROADSHOW in HALESOWEN 
in Somers Square, along side Wilkinsons 

FRIDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 2014 (9.00am - 4.00pm) 

YOUR INVITED TO OUR COACH HOLIDAY ROADSHOW COME ALONG TO VIEW ONE OF 
OUR LUXURY TOURING COACHES WITH EXTRA LEGROOM & PICK UP A BROCHURE 


FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS & Weekend Breaks (All prices are sharing a twin/double room + insurance) 


Fri 14th FEB 
Mon 24th FEB 
Sat 8th MAR 
Mon 10th MAR 
Thu 13th MAR 
Mon 17th MAR 
Sat 22nd MAR 
Mon 24th MAR 
Fri 4th APRIL 
Sat 5th APRIL 
Mon 7th APRIL 
Sat 12th APRIL 
Fri 18th APRIL 


VALENTINES WEEKEND IN PARIS / 4* Hotel with Pool 

BOURNEMOUTH & Salisbury 

HOW THE WAR WAS WON & Bletchley Park 

CHARMING SIDMOUTH- The Jurassic Coast 

UNIQUE SCOTTISH PANDAS & PENGUIN EXPERIENCE 

SPRINGTIME IN HARROGATE - * 4 star Majestic Hotel with Pool 

BRUGGE & WORLD WAR ONE 100th YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

BEAUTIFUL DORSET VILLAGES & the Isle of Purbeck 

DUTCH BULBFIELDS, KEUKENHOF PARK & AMSTERDAM 

SETTLE to CARLISLE SCENIC RAILWAY 

FORT WILLIAM & ISLE OF SKYE 

VIEW FROM THE SHARD & ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 

EASTER IN PARIS & MONET’S GARDEN - 4* Hotel with Pool 


(3 

days ■ 

-2 

nts 

BB) 

£169.50 

(5 

days ■ 

-4 

nts 

DBB) 

£199.50 

(2 

days ■ 

- 1 

nt DBB) 

£119.50 

(5 

days ■ 

-4 

nts 

DBB) 

£295.00 

(5 

days ■ 

-4 

nts 

DBB) 

£299.50 

(5 

days ■ 

-4 

nts 

DBB) 

£295.00 

(4 

days ■ 

-3 

nts 

BB) 

£259.50 

(5 

days ■ 

-4 

nts 

DBB) 

£199.50 

(4 

days ■ 

-3 

nts 

DBB) 

£339.50 

(2 

days ■ 

- 1 

nt DBB) 

£119.50 

(5 

days ■ 

-4 

nts 

DBB) 

£329.50 

(2 

days ■ 

- 1 

night DBB) 

£139.50 

(4 

days ■ 

-3 

nts 

BB) 

£269.50 


GREAT DAYS OUT (Admissions inc) 

Ad 

Over 60’s 

Child (3-15 j 

Mon 17th Feb 

BROOKLANDS MOTORSPORT MUSEUM 

£35.00 

£34.00 

£25.00 

Tue 18th Feb 

BLETCHLEY PARK - HOME OF THE CODE BREAKERS 

£37.00 

£36.00 

£25.00 

Fri 21st Feb 

MAN UTD STADIUM TOUR & MUSEUM 

£39.50 

£35.00 

£25.00 

Fri 21st Feb 

SALFORD QUAYS, MANCHESTER 

£25.00 

£24.00 

£15.00 

Sat 22nd Feb 

A VIEW FROM THE SHARD, LONDON 

£52.50 

£49.50 

£39.50 

Mon 3rd Mar 

GUIDED TOUR OF THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL, LONDON 

£41.00 

£39.50 

N/A 

Sun 13th April 

HARRY POTTER STUDIO TOUR 

£58.00 

£56.00 

£45.00 


LONDON THEATRE WEEKENDS from only £135.00 pp 


NEWS 


Tribute paid to male 
stripper who inspired art 


THE male stripper whose 
risque show in a Dudley pub 
inspired one of Britain’s best¬ 
loved paintings has died at 
the age of 87. 

Andy Wade was thought to be 
Britain’s first male stripper. 

His performance at Saltwells Inn in 
1974 is thought to have been the basis 
for Ladies’ Night, one of the most in¬ 
stantly recognisable paintings by nov¬ 
elty artist Beryl Cook. 

The moment was captured on cam¬ 
era at the time by Express & Star man 
Graham Gough, and attracted world¬ 
wide attention after the pictures were 
reproduced in The Sun and German 
tabloid Bild. 

Characters 

It was then picked up by Cook, who 
was famous for her cartoon-like paint¬ 
ings featuring larger-than-life charac¬ 
ters in different situations. Mr Wade, 
real name John Hotchkiss, later went 
on to work as an extra in the televi¬ 
sion series ‘Alio ‘Alio. He lived in the 
Northfield area of Birmingham before 
later moving to Wales. 

Mr Gough, who lives in Kinver, 
paid tribute to the performer, saying 
he was a master showman. “He was 



The famous picture of Andy Wade 



Beryl Cook’s Ladies’ Night painting 


a nice bloke, really good fun to work 
with,” he said. “I met him a couple of 
times afterwards. He always said the 
picture had done him a lot of good, he 
had received a lot of work as a result 
of it.” 

Mr Gough, who is 74, was told by a 
friend of Beryl Cook’s that the artist 
had bought a large print of his photo¬ 
graph. “He said she had decided to do 
something on it after seeing the photo¬ 
graph. She didn’t copy the picture but 
she did get the idea from it. It’s quite 
flattering.” 

He said it was one of his favourite 
photographs, and won the Midlands 


News Picture of the Year award for 
1975. 

He remembers it being quite a 
daunting job to work on but says that 
was probably part of the appeal. 

“When we took that picture there 
were just us two blokes there among 
all those women, and it got a bit frisky. 
I was quite glad to get out of there 
with all my clothes on. There are some 
great expressions on the faces of the 
women,” he said. Mr Wade died on 
January 18. Ladies’ Night, which was 
released in 1980, was one of Cook’s 
most instantly recognisable images, 
capturing the the astonishment and 


hilarity of the moment a male strip¬ 
per reveals all. The artist was adept at 
capturing moments in time, creating a 
picture postcard quality that made her 
a favourite for calendars and posters. 

Cook died in 2008 at the age of 81. 
Once described by Victoria Wood as 
‘Rubens with jokes’, Cook portrayed 
a world of innocent naughtiness that 
divided critics but established her as 
a firm favourite with the public, who 
never tired of the cards and reproduc¬ 
tions of her work. Her paintings fea¬ 
tured on postage stamps along with 
Renoir and Rodin but never in the 
Tate or the National galleries. 




VAUXHALL M0TABILITY OFFERS 










•y 


ASTRA GTC 


ASTRA C0RSA 

All these cars are available with 

NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


ADAM 


ZAFIRA 


ZAFIRA TOURER 



ADVANCE 
PAYMENT 
From only 

£299 


M0KKA 



TWall Garages 
Kingswinford 

01384 672909 


Dudley Motor Company 

West Midlands 

01384 454100 


Halesowen Motor House 
West Midlands 
0121 462 2916 


ADVANCE 
PAYMENT 
From only 

£399 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 672918 


INSIGNIA 




ADVANCE 
PAYMENT 
From only 

£399 


Motability ® 

VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall car range (excluding Ampera): Urban 144 (19.6) to 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban 27.4 
(10.3) to 91.1 (3.1), Combined 18.0 (15.7) to 85.6 (3.3). C02 emissions 373 to 88g/km.# 

Vehicles shown for illustrative purposes only, and may be fitted with optional equipment. Brilliant paint, metallic or pearlescent two-coat paint and parking distance sensors provided free of charge. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is 
administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HB. Offer valid 1 January 2014-31 March 2014 To qualify, you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance 
or the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment, Armed Forces Independence Payment or War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement, which will be taken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Full written details, including terms and conditions, are available on request. 
All information correct at time of going to press. #0fficial EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 
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William & Sons | Winter 

sa 


On right now & all 


Never beaten on price... 
Never bettered on service... 

that’s our promise to you! 


To reveal more about 

The Winter Sale scan the QR code 

with your smartphone or tablet. 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Alstons •bard] ELANO Harnkm 


much 


WADE 


be inspired kjniU' Hues pttuc' !?&! 



■ Great savings... ■ Leading brands... ■ Huge selection... ■ Expert friendly advice... 




All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise terms & conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE 
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Plan to end the 'postcode 
lottery* on IVF opportunity 


Chapel searches 
for new organist 

A CHAPEL has launched an appeal to find 
a new organist to maintain a long standing 
Easter tradition. 

Bethel Chapel in Lye,has marked the 
Christian festival with its own ceremony 
for six decades. 

‘The Crucifixion,’ a cantata by Sir John 
Stainer, has regularly been performed on 
Good Friday in the presence of the Mayor 
or Deputy Mayor of Dudley since the 1940s. 
But the congregation has has found it in¬ 
creasingly difficult to find an experienced 
organist who is available on the day. 

Pastor Jill Berry said: “Classically 
trained organists are a dying breed and al¬ 
though we have a couple of people who help 
out at funerals and weddings they tend to 
play at their home church at Christmas and 
Easter. ” 

Call Pastor Jill Berry on 01384 892137 


PLANS have been unveiled to end 
the postcode lottery of IVF treatment 
in the West Midlands. 

Health chiefs are overhauling treat¬ 
ments for infertility so every borough’s 
offer is the same and helps more woman 
become pregnant. 

Changes are also intended to cut the current 
two-year wait for IVF treatment. The new pol¬ 
icy proposal offers earlier clinical assessment 
and investigation and fertility treatment after 
one year where the cause is known. The mini¬ 
mum age for treatment would also be reduced 


from 23 to 20 years old. At present clinical com¬ 
missioning groups (CCGs), which commission 
healthcare services in different areas, each have 
different policies. 

The CCGs involved in this consultation, which 
will run throughout February, are Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, Walsall, Sandwell and West Birmingham, 
Birmingham CrossCity, Birmingham South 
Central and Solihull. 

In Sandwell women can be offered two 
courses of IVF treatment. Under plans to bring 
each CCG area into line, this would be reduced 
to one course for each woman in Sandwell so the 
offer is consistent across the West Midlands. 


Bosses concede people affected could have 
strong feelings about the proposals, so are ask¬ 
ing for people to air their views in a consulta¬ 
tion. Under plans, fertility treatment will also 
be offered to all eligible single women and same 
sex couples. 

Andy Williams, accountable officer for 
Sandwell and West Birmingham CCG, said: 
“We are aiming to ensure that policies are fair 
and consistent instead of the existing ‘postcode 
lottery’ in which the service offered to women 
varies according to where they live.” 

People who want to take part in the survey can 
visit http://surveymonkey.eom/s/westmids-ivf. 


Firms support 
higher wages 

MORE than two thirds of businesses in the 
Black Country support an increase in the 
minimum wage. A survey carried out by 
The Black Country Chamber of Commerce 
(BCCC) of more than 200 businesses in the 
region revealed that 66 per cent of manufac¬ 
turing companies and 55 per cent of service 
sector companies favoured increasing the 
minimum wage in line with inflation. 

The results, part of the BCCC Quarterly 
Economic Survey, also showed that only 18 
per cent of Black Country manufacturing 
firms and 17 per cent of service sector com¬ 
panies say that the minimum wage should 
stay the same. The current minimum wage is 
£6.31 an hour for adults and £3.72 for 16 and 
17-year-olds. Ninder Johal, vice president of 
the BCCC, said: “Demand for talent is out¬ 
stripping supply so we have to be careful not 
to discourage people from filling vacancies.” 



www.brindleykia.co.uk 



Enjoy worry-free 
Motability with Brindley Kia 



NEW CARENS 1.7 CRDI '2' 

only £ 1999 Advance Payment 


VENGA 1 .6 '2' automatic 

FROM £199 Advance Payment 


SPORTAGE 1.7 CRDI 

FROM £499 Advance Payment 



NEW CEE'D 5 DOOR 

FROM NIL Advance Payment 



§1? Motability 

® ^ The leading car scheme for disabled people 


Brindley Kia 

85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX T. 08444 701605 

Also at: 55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW T. 08430 221084 


(kiX) 

The Power to Surprise 


Kia range fuel consumption (mpg): Urban 19.3-54.3, Extra-Urban 31.-70.6, Combined 26.2-62.8, Co2 117-258 g/km. 

Pictures for illustration only. We are licenced credit brokers. 7yr Warranty: terms and conditions apply, please see our website for details. 
For Motability details and eligibility visit: www.motability.co.uk 
CALLS CHARGED AT LOCAL RATE. 


Filipino basketball 
tournament a first 



Launch of the first British Filipino Tournament in Dudley 


BASKETBALL players showed off their skills at the open¬ 
ing ceremony of a tournament being held in Dudley for the 
first time. 

The British Filipino Association Basketball tournament 
officially launched at Dudley College’s Evolve Campus. 

A crowd of around 60 people flocked to see the tourna¬ 
ment launch with a grand opening ceremony recently. 

Four teams will battle it out over the course of the 12 
week competition, with just one being crowned the overall 
winner. 

Many of those taking part were players originally from 
The Philippines who live and work in the Dudley and Wol¬ 
verhampton areas. 

Councillor Qadar Zada, Labour councillor for the Neth- 
erton, Woodside and St Andrew’s wards, was at the tour¬ 
nament. 

He said: “This was a really big event for the Dudley area 
and the staff working at Evolve all said there have been an 
excellent turnout. It is the first time the tournament has 
been held here in Dudley. What I saw at the tournament 
launchwas a demonstration of great community support.” 

Investment sees 
company expand 

A DUDLEY company that played a major role in sprucing 
up Waterloo train station in time for the Olympic Games 
has invested £300,000 to launch a new manufacturing ser¬ 
vice. 

Mercia Architectural, which employs 22 people at its 
Shaw Road factory, is the first manufacturer in the region 
to install the Dynamic Mach3 high pressure water jet cut¬ 
ting system and is already setting its sights on winning 
new contracts in the automotive, aerospace and high value 
engineering fields. 

The acquisition gives the firm the ability to accurately 
cut a comprehensive range of materials at high speed, in¬ 
cluding composites, fiberglass, wood, plastic and even ti¬ 
tanium. 

A number of early orders have already been secured 
after the company impressed clients with its speed of turn¬ 
around and quality of finish. 
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Appeal for cat 
charity helpers 

AN appeal has been launched to find more 
volunteers to help at an animal charity. 

Cats Protection’s Stourbridge and dis¬ 
trict branch is appealing for people to help 
with its cat rehoming service. 

Other help is needed with book-keeping, 
home visiting and public relations in the 
area. 

Branch member Deborah Cox said: “Vol¬ 
unteering for Cats Protection is a fun and 
rewarding experience, whether you have a 
skill that would benefit the charity or would 
like to develop new skills by taking on a 
fresh challenge. 

“Our volunteers gain a great deal of sat¬ 
isfaction helping cats get a second chance 
in life.” 

Call 0844 884 8520 or email info@stour- 
bridgecats.org.uk for details. 


Patients concerned over 
bus route to health centre 


ELDERLY and infirm patients fear 
they may struggle to reach a new 
£8.5 million medical centre due to in¬ 
adequate public transport links. 

The Foster, Rastrick and Company plant, 
in Stourbridge, is being transformed into a 
modern surgery as the new location for the 
Worcester Street Surgery. 

Work to convert the derelict factory into an 
£8.5 million health centre, serving 26,000 pa¬ 
tients, began in October last year. 

The restoration of the Grade II listed foundry 


building, in Lowndes Road, is on track to be com¬ 
pleted in the spring. 

However concerns have been raised with ward 
councillors that the health practice is not posi¬ 
tioned on an existing bus route. 

Talks 

The current site, in Worcester Street, has a 
bus stop nearby but officials have said the layout 
of the new centre’s car park would not allow for 
buses to turn around. 

Talks have been held with the practice man¬ 
agers, Dudley Council and public transport body 
Centro but they have failed to find a solution. 


Ward councillor Barbara Sykes said it was im¬ 
portant that a resolution was found to ensure 
access for all. 

“If a bus goes on to the new site it can’t make 
a complete circle. It would need to reverse,” she 
said. 

“The nearest public transport to the new 
surgery will be the bus stop in Enville Street 
and people will have to walk all the way down 
Lowndes Road to the surgery. It’s a pretty long 
road especially for elderly people to walk along. 

“The centre will be good when it is finished 
and opened but I’m surprised that this situation 
was not considered at the planning stage.” 


Head of steam 
for new season 

GANGS of workers face a race against time 
to ensure the Severn Valley Railway is able 
to get up steam for the expected busy Feb¬ 
ruary half-term which always sees visitors 
flocking to travel on the heritage steam line 
between Kidderminster and Bridgnorth. 

Currently 23 young apprentices are learn¬ 
ing valuable skills of track maintenance as 
work is carried out to replace worn-out parts 
of the 16-mile long line. 

They have been working under the guid¬ 
ance of Steve Brown, a 65-year-old retired 
project engine who worked in the automotive 
supply industry. 

They have been replacing track close to 
the railway’s Kidderminster station. 

Steve, a senior supervisor for the Bewdley 
Permanent Way Group of volunteers, said: 
“We have been replacing two panels of worn- 
out track beneath Aggborough footbridge.” 


Serious and slimline 
Lenny wins award 



It’s a snarling, slimline Lenny Henry in the play Fences 


LENNY Henry has revealed that he has shed three stone 
after being diagnosed with diabetes as he picked up a pres¬ 
tigious acting award. 

The 55-year-old Dudley-born comic, turned serious actor, 
now eats sugar-free food and has started Ashtanga yoga to 
battle the disease that cost his late mother both her legs. 

He said: “I’m a bit diabetic, so I was put on a very strict 
diet. I’ve lost between two-and-a-half and three stone. I 
was big. It’s lots of greens, lots of juice and lots of walking. 
Swimming is good. 

“You’ve got to eat no sugar and drink hardly any alco¬ 
hol... all the stuff you like. You can’t Hobnob your way 
through the day.” 

Speaking at the Critics’ Circle Theatre Awards, where he 
won the best actor for his role in August Wilson’s American 
drama Fences, Lenny revealed how his mother Winifred 
suffered from diabetes for seven years and had a double leg 
amputation before she died in 1998. 

Fences won rave reviews when the play toured the UK 
after opening at the Theatre Royal, Bath, and later trans¬ 
ferred to the Duchess Theatre in London. 


Charity's 
help young 

A CHARITY named after a 
Bewdley woman has been 
set up in her memory to 
inspire talented young mu¬ 
sicians and artists across 
Wyre Forest and Worcester¬ 
shire. 

The Helen Rachael Mack- 
aness Charitable Trust aims 
to promote the education 
of budding young local mu¬ 
sicians and artists by using 
a new £1.3 million pot to 
award individual grants, 
scholarships and funding to 
local schools and colleges for 
education programmes. 

Established by a group of 


aim is to 
musicians 

local trustees, who include 
Maynard Burton, partner 
and chairman at Kidder¬ 
minster law firm mfg Solici¬ 
tors, the charity’s formation 
followed a request in the 
87-year-old’s will after her 
death in 2010. 

Miss Mackaness, who left 
her whole estate to various 
charities with the balance 
being distributed in accord¬ 
ance with the trust, was a 
trained musician and re¬ 
lated to the British 18th 
century landscape and wa¬ 
tercolour painter, Julius 
Caesar Ibbetson. 





AVAILABLE UNDERlOt 
INCLUDING many ne 
‘INNOVATIVE’ ‘NEVER 
BEFORE’ ITEMS AT A 
OF THE PRICE OF MA 
CHAINS. 

YOU CAN BUY GOOD 

LITTLE AS 30p THRO 


* People in the know, 

SfWPyffSEAFLO 


many caravan ‘f^^ste^Srs'awning* 
caravan covers, jock floor mats, BBQ 0 

ning tie down kits, e J fjre blan kets, Co2, ^ 
hitch locks, COU P^ g '. ldifier s, inverters, wheel 
thermoelectric coolers, camping lights, fans, • 
JS* and much, much more! • 


Price 


Single Kayak 
Joey Kayak 
Double Kayak 
Triple Kayak 
Paddle Board 


£245 


£260 


£375 


£385 


£280 


GARDEN 


We have a vast range of 


STA 5SSS- 

CARAVAN & AS SEEN ON TV 

__ *X4 _ 


CARAVAN & 
WI0T0RH0ME 
CAMPING 

marine & 
kayaking 


household 
kitchen 


D1Y 

WORKSHOP 

PETS 

garden 


• aard^ i !' 9 ^ edsinclud m 

garden tools, flower pots J 

i. SSs&i 

b ^5SP^ 


Portable 
Toilet £49 


40L Water 


Double Caravan 


Waterfall Lane Trading Estate, 
Waterfall Lane, Cradley Heath B64 6PU 

Tel: 0121 559 8580 
E-mail: seaflouk@live.co.uk 


Opening Hours 

Monday - Friday: 10.00am - 4.00pm 
Saturday: 8.00am - 3.00pm 
Sunday: 10am - 2pm 


Stuart & Neil 
Hodgkins 

WATCH REPAIRERS, 
JEWELLERS & ENGRAVERS 
IDEAL FOR WEDDING GIFTS 
151 HIGH STREET, 
BLACKHEATH B65 OEA 

(Next to the new library) 

TELEPHONE: 

0121 559 7156 


W/IKJiliER 


Q^ut^) 


9iUBIL.EE 


EEREPISA’EES 


(•ft© {SGfiflj© 

a _ ftfii q . 


(•ft© iSufift© 


Mon, Tues, Wed 9 am - 5 pm Thurs 10 am - 6 pm OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Fri 10 am - 6 pm Sat 9 am - 5 pm Sun 10 am - 3 pm 

MAJORITY OF STOCK NOW REDUCED 

CALL NOW ON 0121 557 3111 

High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF www.jubileefires.co.uk ® 
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..you require a 
New kitchen at 
the lowest possible 
price, or simply 
would like a price 
on a Kitchen Door 
and Drawer Front 
Makeover. .Q 
You must call the 
number below.. 


All made to measure at sen 


le prices 


0800 135 7935 


■ Made-2-Measure Doors/Drawers 

■ Rigid Kitchens at factory prices 

■ Major brand appliances 20% off 

■ No gimmicks - genuine sale prices 

Open Six days - 10am - 5.30 (Sat 4pm) 

Book your FREE home quote Now! 

Ultimate Discount Kitchens Showroom at: 218 High Street Lye Nr Stourbridge West Midlands DY9 8JX 

AEG * * 1 BOSCH I HI ^ > 


892672 


Custom Rigid Kitchens 

~& made to measure Door Upgrades 


NEWS 

Tiger talk is a hostin’ 
good idea at the zoo 



Dudley Zoo assistant curator Richard Brown teaches Joao the Sumatran Tiger some of the local lingo 


OWAMYA, Joao? Keepers at 
Dudley Zoo are brushing up 
on their Black Country dia¬ 
lect by practising the local 
lingo on their new Sumatran 
tiger. 

The 22-month-old big cat trans¬ 
ferred from Krefeld Zoo in Germa¬ 
ny 11 weeks ago, and is gradually 
adapting from his native German 
to Black Country ‘spake’. 

In readiness for July 14’s Black 
Country Day, assistant curator, Rich¬ 
ard Brown - a Tipton lad - is going 


over familiar phrases with Joao. 
Among them is ‘ere’s yer little’ ,which 
translates as ‘here’s your lunch’, and 
we’m a gooin wum’ which is ‘we’re off 
home’. 

The zoo’s head of media and com¬ 
munications Jill Hitchman said: “As 
the Black Country’s favourite zoo, 
Dudley‘s keen to support local events 
highlighting the area. Since the zoo 
opened in 1937 we have featured in 
the photo albums of most families in 
the Black Country throughout those 
seven decades.” 

She added: “Joao is now learning 
‘ere’s yer fittle’ and ‘tara a bit, we’m 
a gooin wum’ from big cat keepers, 


which translates as ‘here’s your lunch’ 
and ‘bye for now, we’re off home’. 
He’ll be pretty much used to the local 
language come summer!” Staff will be 
spreading the word with Keeper For 
a Day experiences throughout July, 
which sees animal fans from across the 
world shadowing personnel at the zoo. 

Jill said: “Staff will be introducing 
folk from across the country and in¬ 
deed, overseas visitors, to a little local 
dialect and teaching them ‘owamya’ 
and ‘tara fer now’ as they arrive and 
leave the site. It’s all good fun but it’s 
also a chance to let people know about 
the Black Country, its strong commu¬ 
nity, characters and identity.” 
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Unit E, Alma Estate, Stafford Road, 
Darlaston, WS10 8SX t: 0121568 8268 


DARLASTON 


Compare our Prices with your local stores 

We will not be beaten!! 


1200 slider 
8 m Glassll 
1200x800 Tray l 

£300 

Complete I 


1 800 Quad inc. Tray 
Curved glass 6mm 
toughened glass - 
Lifetime guarantee 

£240 

All come with a polished chrome finish 
6mm safety glass, chrome capped 
double runner wheels top and bottom, 
quick release doors, magnetic door 
seals and fixing are conceded 


Bathroom Fitting 
Service NOW AVAILABLE 


1 LUXURY 
BATH PACK 
Including: 
Cosmopolitan 
4 Piece 1 Tap 
Ik'' 1 Hole Set with 
Soft Close 

Seat, Cosmos 1700x700mm Heavy 
Duty Bath, Cosmos Luxury Front 
Bath Panel, Regal Monobloc with 
Pop Up Waste, Regal Bath/Shower 
Mixer, Bath Combination Waste & 
Chrome Plated Plug £240 

L Shaped Bath 

with Panel inc. wooden panel, 
screen and bath 

PRICE CAN’T 
BE BEATEN 
£385 

SHOWROOM 


Bathroom Suites 
from £170 


Amazing 

Yubo 1000 
Vanity Unit inc 
BTW Unit & 
Basin, Tap, 
Cistern and Pan 
£200 

NOW OPEN • MOST 


BOILERS 

Complete central heating system 
supplied and fitted from £1900 
Worcester 28 Junior I including 

flue and clock. . .....£920 

Ferroli 31 HE Plus Optimax, 

5 years parts and labour..£620 
Sime 25 HE Grade A Boiler, 

. Econ Port Plus. £499 


4 mtr Gutter. £ 6.50 

Gutter Bracket. £ 0.50 

Soffit. £ 5.50 

5.5Downpipe . £ 8.00 

Sq or round, black, white or brown 

IN STOCK 


ITEMS 


©[LAE®flN]@ [ 

Choice of Colours 
£8 per length 

DAin 

From £65 

Lifetime Guarantee 

BATHROOM 

UAblNtlb 

Wide Choice available, 
start from £65 
up to £180 

HH.LO I 

Good selection on show, | 
comprehensive prices start JL 
fi n m p ff‘i 
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■fi-Zee Fix* 


DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 


70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 



Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 


28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
♦♦♦ Document L Compliant 
♦♦♦ Shoot Bolt Locking 
♦♦♦ Sight Line Glazing 
♦ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 



ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 
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revldn 


M AY B E L newyork 

ALMAY 

i /a, PLAYBOY 


Calvin Klein 

\ |v| M El L EE 

+ Many more. 

l ime s. Jewellery* ® 
s. Gifts. Toiletries 


0 % OFF 

OVER lOOO LINES 
AT 50p 


19 Hereward Rise, 
Halesowen, 
West Midlands 
B62 8AN 

(Next to Makro) 
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NEWS 

in brief 


Forum to hand 
out £15k grant 

GRANTS totalling more 
than £15,000 have been 
made to groups in the 
Halesowen area from a lo¬ 
cal community forum. 

Dudley Council’s Belle 
Vale, Hayley Green and 
Cradley South Community 
Forum has given the cash 
to five organisations. 

Halas Homes gets £5,000 
towards an extension to a 
building to provide more 
space for training. 

‘Ups and Downs’ has 
received £4,595 for play 
equipment and towards 
the cost of trips for a group 
providing support to fami¬ 
lies with children who have 
Downs Syndrome. Hale¬ 
sowen Age Concern won 
£2,500 for a marquee and 
fund-raising events. And 
£2,074 has gone to Hale¬ 
sowen in Bloom towards 
maintaining planters. 

Marque extends 
stay at Merry Hill 

MOTOR company MG is 
to have a mini dealership 
within the Merry Hill 
shopping centre through¬ 
out this year. 

The historic marque is 
celebrating its 90th anni¬ 
versary in 2014 and will 
have its new MG3 and the 
MG6 on show. 

It follows a successful 
two-month pre- Christmas 
run. 

The four-car display will 
feature the GT fastback 
and Magnette sports sa¬ 
loon variants of the cars. 

Potential buyers will 
also be able to talk to fully 
trained MG sales execu¬ 
tives from the Longbridge 
factory, where they are as¬ 
sembled. 


Tribunal claims won by 
sacked factory workers 


three men sacked from a chicken factory after being accused of 
a cash-for-jobs scam have won tribunal claims for unfair dismissal. 

Baljit Johal, Mukesh Kumar and Balwinder Jackhu all worked at the 2 Sis¬ 
ters Food Group chicken processing site in Dial Lane, West Bromwich. 

They were dismissed in March after an investigation into anonymous allegations that 
they had sold jobs to agency staff for £500. The three men had denied ever selling positions 
at the company, which produces food for household names. 

They have now won their cases for unfair dismissal following a hearing at Birming- 
" ham Employment Tribunal. The three were 
claiming £30,000 each. Compensation will 
be decided at another hearing in March. 

Tribunal judge Mr David Dimbylow ruled 
the factory workers had been unfairly dis¬ 
missed after criticising the firm’s investiga¬ 
tion into the anonymous allegations. 

Avi Pawar, the director of Aspect Law, 
which represented Mr Johal and Mr Kumar, 
said after the judgement: “They are glad 
that justice has finally been done.” 


Knife woman 
is spared jail 


spared „ 

after admitting stabbing her ex-boyfriend 
following a drunken argument. 

Sacha Taylor, of Nimmings Road, Hale¬ 
sowen, used a kitchen knife to slash at her 
former boyfriend Steven Tanner, causing a 
two-inch gash on his forearm. 

Recorder Stephen Lineham QC told Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court the support of¬ 
fered to Taylor by her family is why he gave 
her a two-year community order instead of 
sending her to prison. 

Mr Justin Jarmola, prosecuting, said the 
couple had both been drinking when the ar¬ 
gument took place. He said: “She picked up 
the kitchen knife after he struck her a num¬ 
ber of times and she cut him on the forearm 
and the finger.” 

She caused a two inch long and three mil¬ 
limetre deep cut on his forearm and a two 
millimetre cut on his finger. 

Mr Jas Mann, defending, said: “There 
was provocation in the form of being struck 
a number of times. She used excessive self 
defence. There is substantial remorse.” 

Taylor was given a two-year supervision 
order with a requirement to take part in the 
Thinking Skills programme. 


Gang 


The tribunal had previously heard claims 
the night shift at the factory was ‘run like a 
gang’ by supervisor Mr Johal, from Stanley 
Road, West Bromwich, shift manager Mr 
Kumar, from Helming Drive, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and trainer Mr Jackhu, from Cocksheds 
Lane, Halesowen. 

Mrs Sarah George, representing 2 Sisters 
had alleged the men treated favoured work¬ 
ers ‘like family’ and bullied others. 

She alleged they shared money paid by 
vulnerable workers on the promise of jobs 
that they did not have the power to provide. 
She alleged their ‘victims’ were too scared to 
complain. It was claimed at the hearing that 
the police did not take any action because no 
one was prepared to be identified. 

The three men always denied the allega¬ 
tions and claimed to have been targeted for 
choosing to work during a strike and allege 
the company was guided by ‘false accusa¬ 
tions’ which led to their dismissal. It was 
also heard that more than 240 employees 
signed a petition supporting the men. 


Folk musician on home turf 



Mark Bloomer is half of acclaimed folk duo Broom Bezzums 


A MUSICIAN from Hale¬ 
sowen who has established 
himself as part of Germa¬ 
ny’s best known English 
folk band is heading home 
for a series of concerts in¬ 
cluding one near home turf 
in the Black Country. 

Mark Bloomer is one half 
of Broom Bezzums along 
with Andrew Cadie and will 
be playing a Valentine’s Day 
concert at the Woodman 
Folk Club in Kingswinford, 
Dudley, as part of a 14 date 
tour. 

After busking their way 
around Europe the duo have 
become one of the most es¬ 
tablished names on the 
acoustic scene in Germany 
with their mix of traditional 
and Celtic influenced music. 
BB will also be featuring 
award-winning singer/song¬ 
writer Katie Doherty who 
hails from Newcastle. 

Broom Bezzums will be 
playing The Woodman, 
Ashwood Marina, Ashwood 
Lower Lane, Kingswin¬ 
ford, on February 14, at 
8pm. Tickets are £8 or £7 
for members. Call 01384 
560462 or visit the www. 
woodmanfolk.co.uk website. 

The three musicians will 
also be playing Marrs Bar in 
Worcester on February 17. 
Tickets are £10 on the door. 
The show begins at 8pm. 


Anger at 
hospital 
parking 
pricehike 

PATIENT groups and 
councillors have described 
proposals to increase park¬ 
ing charges at hospitals in 
Sandwell ‘ridiculous’. 

The proposals to change 
car parking costs at hospi¬ 
tals managed by Sandwell 
and West Birmingham NHS 
trust would see a hike in the 
cost of concessions £2 up to 
£2.50 at some of their sites 

The visitor tariff for every 
band of charges at Sandwell 
and City hospital sites 
would increase by lOp. 

Brian Childs, a member 
of Sandwell patient group, 
Upper GI Blues and regular 
visitor to the trust’s hospital 
sites, said: “The proposed 
increase in charges are ab¬ 
solutely ridiculous, they are 
already to high as it is. 

Grabbing 

“It’s just grabbing money 
of people to pay for short¬ 
falls in their budget. 

“I can’t see how they are 
spending money on parking 
services, so it’s got be going 
to fund something else. 

“It’s completely unfair to 
charge patients who some¬ 
times have to wait a long 
time to see their consult¬ 
ant.” 

Visitors who stay for up 
to six hours at Rowley Regis 
Hospital would see fees 
jump from £2 to £2.50. 

The fees for up to 24 
hours will stay at £5 at the 
Moor Street facility. 

Despite the increase, 
chiefs at the trust are an¬ 
ticipating losing £10,000 on 
parking fees this year. 
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30 words 
flft including 
illustration 


c/neworld 


PLEASE CIRCLE THE 
ILLUSTRATION OF YOUR CHOICE 

Lineage Ads ^ 

lines at £2.20p per line, 
min 3 lines 
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e.g. MICKEY You will 

always be my Valentine! 
From your Little Minnie xx 
(£6.60 inc VAT) 


E 


In association with 

Book through mycineworld at www.cineworld.co.uk for an additional 10% discount (terms apply). 


Send a message to your loved one to appear in Express & Star on Friday, 
February 14. Post your coupon, along with payment, to reach us no later than 
12 noon on Thursday, February 13, or telephone the number below. 

The recipient of each message containing an illustration, 
will receive a pair of tickets* for Cineworld, Wolverhampton 

*Subject to availability, restrictions apply 


WRITE YOUR VALENTINE’S MESSAGE HERE 
starting with First Name or Nickname 


TEXT A 

| VALENTINE’S \ 
MESSAGE 


To send a lineage message to the one you love, text the word Val followed by a 
space, followed by your message to 64343. maximum 160 characters. 




Text messages received may be amended if the content is unsuitable to 
print. You will be charged £3 for your text message, plus your standard text 
message rate. By texting this service you are agreeing to receive free SMS 
information from Express & Star. To stop messages simply reply STOP. 


PAY THE EASY WAY 

I enclose Cheque / Postal Order to the value of £. 

and made payable to the Midland News Association Ltd or debit my credit card account 


Name. Security No. 

Valid from. Expiry date. Issue No.. 


] 


SENDER’S NAME & ADDRESS 

NAME . 

ADDRESS. 


POST CODE. 


RECIPIENT’S NAME & ADDRESS 

NAME . 

ADDRESS. 


POST CODE. 




Send to: Valentine’s Day Messages, Classified Advertisement Department, 
Express & Star, Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES or call into any of our 
branch offices or e-mail: marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 


TELEPHONE: 01902 317878 


www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
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Domino’s Halesowen 

175 Stourbridge Road 
0121 550 5560 

*50% off relates to pizza only, all other items in your basket will be charged at full menu price. Ice 
cream and drinks may not contribute to the £15 order value. Voucher code FEEDME50 required for 
redemption. Online only. Offer valid 03.02.14 - 09.02.14. 

Not valid with any other offer. Participating stores only. Subject to availability. 

Collection or delivery (subject to store delivery areas) but minimum delivery spends may apply. 
Offer available in the UK and Northern Ireland only. Full T&C’s at dominos.co.uk 


Open 10am- Midnight, Sunday - Thursday 
10am - 1.30am, Friday & Saturday 

4r Domino's 
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star extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 



Lake Bled 
and Ljubljana 




STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the 
Express & Star, offers a wide range of short breaks and holidays. 
For your security, our tour operators are members of ABTA - the 
Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air Travel Organisers 
Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless other¬ 
wise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take 
bookings over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages 
for full description plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to 
availability. Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the exception of 
holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 


Eight days various departure dates 


Andre Rieu 

and the Johann Strauss 
Orchestra in Maastricht 

Three days departing July 11,17 and 19 


Prague 


Four days various departure dates 


PRICE FROM 


£659 


PRICE FROM 


£259 


PRICE FROM 


£389 


•Return flights 

•Seven nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Guided walking tour of Lake Bled 
•Guided city tour to Ljubljana 
•Optional excursions offered 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


•Return coach and Channel crossings 
•Two nights bed and breakfast acommodation 
•Seated ticket to see Andre Rieu and the Johann 
Strauss Orchestra in Maastricht, his hometown in The 
Netherlands (upgrades offered) 

•Visit to Maastricht 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


•Return flights 

•Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Guided tour of medieval Prague 
•Guided tour of Prague’s castle district 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Oban, Mull, 
Iona and Skye 

Five days departing 

April 13, Jul 20, Sept 21, Oct 5 


Bath and Oxford 

buy one get one free 


The Grand National Chelsea Flower 

Show, Wisley and 
Hampton Court 


Two days departing March 23 


Two days departing April 5 


Four days departing May 22 


PRICE FROM 


£339 


PRICE FROM 


£149 


PRICE FROM 


£129 


PRICE FROM 


£319 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation on the outward 
journey 

•Three nights half-board accommodation in the Oban 
and Fort William area 

•Tour of the Isles of Mull and Iona, and tour of Skye 
•Visit to Tobermory 
•Time in Oban 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availabiity - supplement applies 
Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Visits to Bath and Oxford 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to the Steeplechase Enclosure (upgrade 
offered) 

•Visit to Chester 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half board accommodation 

•Entrance to Hampton Court Palace Gardens 

•Entrance to RHS Chelsea Flower Show 

•Entrance to RHS Gardens Wisley 

•Free time in London and Windsor 

•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


London Theatre 
by coach 

Two days selected weekend departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£139. 95 


London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in 
the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove 
a runaway success here often go on to triumph on Broadway and 
around the globe. 

The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage 
design and commanding performance has enabled London 
theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 
And it’s the songs that make people return to the capital a 
number of times and some of the most well-known tunes 
have become part of the national canvas. 

There are two options travelling by coach from which to 
choose, Saturday Night Theatre or Dine and Dance. 

The Saturday Night Theatre break, from £139.95, includes a 
ticket for the evening show whereas the Dine and Dance option 
starts from £149.95, and includes an evening meal with an 
after-dinner disco. The ticket for this break is for the matinee 
performance. 

Both trips include return coach travel, a choice of theatre ticket 
from an extensive list of shows, overnight bed and breakfast 
accommodation in an outer-London four-star hotel, along with 
some free time in the capital for shopping or sightseeing. 

Pick-ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

The from price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure/web page for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


Bologna, Parma 
and Ravenna 

Five days various departure dates 




PRICE FROM 


£659 


Sandwiched between the two cultural 
gems of Venice and Florence is the 
Emilia-Romagna region with the 
understated, yet truly historic city of 
Bologna, the base for this fascinating 
short break. 

Beautifully maintained over the centuries, its 
original Roman Street plan is still noticable. 
Twelve medieval gates encircled the historic 
centre and at Bologna’s heart is the main 
square, the Piazza Maggiore. 


In Parma, following the guided tour, there is time to 
appreciate the historic buildings and culinary 
heritage. A visit is then made to Langhirano where 
the ancient art of preparing the finest prosciutto 
(Parma ham) is practised, to learn and witness 
how the joints are selected, prepared, treated and 
stored, after which there is a tasting. 

Another treat awaits just outside Modena at the 
Acetaia Villa San Donnino where the craft of 
producing tradional balsamic vinegar is still 
undertaken, with again a tasting to follow. 

A guided walking tour of Ravenna brings the 
amazing buildings, stunning mosaics and stories 
to life. Despite its turbulent history the compact 
centre retains unique buildings spanning a 
period of 1500 years with no less than eight 
UNESCO world heritage sights. 


INFO 

•Return flights 

•Guided tour o! p 3rma inoludi "9 Cathedral entrance 

UNErco^trgeSr r19 entrancet0five 

•Tour of La Perla Parma ham with tastina 

*Balsamlp lla ^ D ° nnin ° '°° al P roduc er of 
Balsamic vinegar with tasting 

•Services of a tour manager 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Closing date for entries is Friday 14th February 2014. The winner will be notified by post. The first correct entry selected at random after the 
closing date will receive the prize. There is no cash alternative to the prize (the prize is non transferable). The prize will be issued in cheque form made payable to the advertiser 
as chosen by the winner (must be from the advertisers on these two pages). Once issued the cheque cannot be altered and must be cashed within two months of receipt. Employees 
or their immediate relatives of the MNA group of companies may NOT enter. The Editor’s decision is final. The winner must be prepared to take part in any publicity. 
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12 Red Rose Bouquet fam £25 
free local delivery 
Aqua Bouquet £16.99 

Free Red Heart Balloon if you quote this adver 
Order online @ www.sarahsrosegarden.co.uk 

COLLEGE ROAD, QUINTON B32 1AB 

0121 423 3593 



Git 
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Blossom Hill & Echo Falls White, Red or Rose 
£3.99 or 3 for £10 

Jacobs Creek Sparkling Rose & White 

was £11.99 now £8.99 per bottle 
Budweiser 12 bottle boxes 3 for £20 

APEX WIIUES 



BLOSSOMS 

Florists 
Wedding Specialist 

Flowers to suit all budgets 
A large range of Qifts and Cards 
Delivery service available on request 
199 Stourbridge Road, Halesowen 

0121 602 7524 



DAVID WITHERS BUTCHERS 

Established 1990 

From field to plate with complete integrity in the supply chain 


Pork and Flavoured Sausages 
Award Winning Pork Pies 
Hot Eating Pies and Pasties 
Homemade Burgers 


♦ Home Reared Beef 

♦ Home Reared Lamb 

♦ Locally Sourced Pork 

♦ Range of Cold Cooked Meats 



ASK ABOUT OUR SAVERS CLUB - SPREAD THE COSTS 






BEEF & LAMB 
DOWN IN PRICE ~ 


1 St Kenelms Road, Romsley B62 ONU ® 01562 710422 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 


Patters tDaoraturs 

OAP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 


10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial 
work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 


r 


L M 9 

GARAGE DO<M 

All types §u 
doors supplied] 
and fitte«[ 

Fast lovl 1 
cost, same d^ 
repairs] 

For a free 
survey anjfl 
quote calls 



0121 559 041 
07592 I 187ia 


Southall's 

FREE YOURSELF FROM 
THE DISCOMFORT OF PROBLEM FEET 
HOME VISITS OR SURGERY AVAILABLE 
JOHIU SOUTHALL DipCFHP/MPSPract 

20% OFF FOR 
ALL MEW CUSTOMERS 

01384 635781 
07584 037884 



Mon - Sat.9am-6pm 

Sunday.10am-5pm 


Viking ■ Gekko ■ Monty ■ JD Bug ■ Zinc ■ DBR ■ Toxic ■ Ferrari 
Concept ■ Coyote ■ Hawk ■ Snob Rooster ■ Piranha ■ Ammaco 
Professional ■ Salcano ■ Mongoose ■ Huffy ■ Saracen ■ Reflex ■ 
Giant ■ Whistle - Infinity ■ Snob • Lambretta ■ Kawasaki 

HUNDREDS 


^hawk factory cycle stores 


OUR FAMOUS JANUARY 




OFF 


THOUSANDS OF PARTS 
AND ACCESSORIES 

WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £25 OR PURCHASE A CYCLE 


BSISSSSSfe 


TRAILERS K"i-F PRICE HALF PRICE 


£39 


PLUS 

UNICYCLES ■ SKATEBOARDS TANDEMS FOLDER ■ SHOPPERS 


JlAWK 

CYCLES 


JiAWK 

FACTORY SHOP 


BBS 


500 BIKES ON DISPLAY 
IN EVERY STORE 


Cradley Heath 

(near Merry Hill) Opp. Rail and Bus Station 

Tel: (01384) 63 65 35 

Customer Parking Available 


At Lew-Ways Factory Shop 

Watling Street Business Park. Cannock 


Tel: (01543) 36 16 56 


IULT 

^^■jd trail bikes ■ err 


HALF PRICi 


WWW.naWKCyCieS.CO.LIK SAME OWNER, SAME MASSIVE SELECTION, SAME COMMITMENT TO OUR CUSTOMERS FOR OVER 40 YEARS 
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HOMEBUILDING 

vmSnovatisc 


its a ii HAPPENING 


MATHIS 


TMUBSOM 
unt. MH 
2014 


THE OSMONDS 
DAVID ESSEX 
SHOWADDTW ADDT 

BAY dTY ROLLER’S 


JAMES 

TAYLOR 


theticketfactory.com 


Are you a member of a 
local voluntary group? 

Do you have a 
good news story? 

Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Halesowen Chronicle needs local 
news stories for your local paper 
for you the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 


01384 353234 


TRAVEL 


Going west to 
explore France 



Cruise to France on Brittany Ferries ships like the Normandie 


LEON BURAKOWSKI 
sails Brittany Ferries to 
look at destinations on 
the French Atlantic coast 


BRITTANY Ferries provide a 
fast track across the Chan¬ 
nel to the holiday hotspots of 
western France, avoiding the 
long drives through Kent and 
the Calais region. 

Arriving refreshed in one of their 
Norman or Brittany ports, a vast 
array of holiday choices opens up. 
But one may well be tempted to 
linger in St Malo with its many res¬ 
taurants or Caen, just a short drive 
from the ferry terminal, which is a 
bustling student city with medieval 
streets and William of Normandy’s 
impressive castle, partly built by 
the British and free to explore. The 
remarkable tapestry at the nearby 
town of Bayeux tells you about 
1066 and all that. 

Visit the D-Day beaches or turn north 
for the enchanting fishing port of Hon- 
fleur, or maybe you prefer to follow the 
sun to the south. 

Whether heading west into Celtic 
Brittany, the French equivalent of Corn¬ 
wall, or south-west to the Loire Valley 
and long sandy Atlantic beaches of 
the Vendee and Poitou-Charentes — 
do take time to stop off at the magical 
Mont St Michel, with its ancient abbey 
on an island linked to the mainland by 
a causeway, or the castle at Fougeres, 
one of the finest fortresses in Europe. 

The city of Nantes is a must for 
steampunk fans because of the Les 
Machines de L’ile where you can clam¬ 
ber aboard a massive mechanical el¬ 
ephant that walks around the former 
dockyards. The fantasy engineering 


is inspired by science fiction pioneer 
Jules Verne, a son of Nantes. It’s not 
worth the extra fee to see the work¬ 
shops but you pay separately for the 
elephant and ocean themed carousel. 

The resorts of the Vendee beckon 
you to a land of shellfish and wine, or 
carry on to the A-list lie de Re, where 
France’s VIPs spend their holidays on 
a pretty island reached by a vertigo-in¬ 
ducing toll bridge. Next is the harbour 
city of La Rochelle, where you can 
take boat trips to the tiny lie d’Aix and 
circumnavigate Fort Boyard, or head 
into the marshes to the walled town of 
Brouage and imagine yourself as one 
of the musketeers. 

Royan is a modern resort at the 
mouth of the Gironde estuary in easy 


reach of Roman Saintes and Cognac 
with its brandy houses. Don’t miss 
the beautiful city of Bordeaux, synon¬ 
ymous with fine wines. 

Brittany Ferries operates the longer 
routes from Portsmouth, Poole and 
Plymouth to western France sav¬ 
ing miles of unnecessary and cost¬ 
ly driving. Travel overnight by luxury 
cruise-ferry in the comfort of your 
own cabin with en-suite facilities or be 
whisked across the channel in as little 
as three hours. We travelled outwards 
from Portsmouth to Cherbourg and re¬ 
turned from Caen to Portsmouth. Fares 
start from £79 one way for a car plus 
two passengers. 

Book online at www.brittanyferries. 
com or call 0871 244 1400. 
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What’s On! 


Boogie woogie 
blues and jazz 

BRIT blues legends Nine 
Below Zero are in concert 
at Bilston’s Robin 2 ven¬ 
ue on Friday, February 14, 
with special guest boogie 
woogie pianist Ben Waters, 
who was asked to play at 
Jools Holland’s wedding. 

Tickets are £13 in ad¬ 
vance or £15 on the door. 
Call 01902 401211 or go 
to www.therobin.co.uk. 
Support will come from the 
Keith Thompson Band. 

Also coming up at the 
Mount Pleasant venue are 
Brum’s jive jazz specialists 
King Pleasure & the Bis¬ 
cuit Boys tonight (Thurs¬ 
day). On February 13 
Sons Of Cream visit. This 
tribute group features the 
offspring of 60s supergroup 
Cream - Kofi Baker (son of 
Ginger) on drums, Malcolm 
Bruce (son of Jack) on bass 
and Eric Clapton’s nephew 
Will Johns on guitar. 

Lemmy’s illness 
halts Motorhead 

BRITISH rockers Motor- 
head have had to cancel 
their rescheduled Wolver¬ 
hampton gig because of 
singer and bassist Lem¬ 
my’s health issues. The 
concert at the Civic Hall 
was originally planned for 
November last year but 
was postponed until Feb¬ 
ruary 17 but that too has 
been axed as the entire 
spring European tour has 
been called off. 

A spokesperson for the 
band said that Lemmy 
Kilmister had continuing 
health issues linked to his 
diabetes and had reluc¬ 
tantly accepted medical ad¬ 
vice that it was too soon to 
tour. Refunds are available 
from points of purchase. 


Chills and thrills of tales to 
haunt the Grand audiences 


Hear the 
best of 
the new 

THE music scene really 
takes off this month after 
the January lull with some 
of the best young bands 
and solo performers on the 
way to the West Midlands. 

Guitar-slingers The 
Boxer Rebellion, with 
album Promises and new 
single Keep Moving under 
their belts, play Birming¬ 
ham’s 02 Academy tonight 
(Friday). Polyrhythmic 
Oxford outfit Foals are at 
the Bristol Street venue 
on Tuesday and Manches¬ 
ter’s The 1975, who had a 
hit last year with Choco¬ 
late and soon release new 
single Settle Down, are in 
concert at the 02 venue on 
Wednesday. 

Long Way Down 
chart-topper Tom Odell is 
at Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall on Sunday with sup¬ 
port from Fryars and 
James Bay. Super-cool trio 
London Grammar have 
a gig at the 02 Academy 
on February 16 and have 
added a date at Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic on June 6. 



Singer-songwriter Tom Odell has a concert at Wolverhampton Civic Hall this Sunday 


TWO familiar actors will be presenting a dou¬ 
ble bill of classic spine-tingling ghost stories 
at Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre. 

From Wednesday to Saturday, February 12-15, the 
theatre will be haunted by eerie tales from Charles 
Dickens and MR James. 

Veteran actor Jack Shepherd, who was the star of TV de¬ 
tective show Wycliffe, will be joined by Terrence Hardiman, 


who was BBCTV’s The 
Demon Headmaster, for 
versions of The Signalman 
and Oh, Whistle and I’ll 
Come To You, My Lad, both 
stories featuring terrifying 
ghosts. It is surely a must- 
see for anyone who enjoyed 
The Woman In Black or tra¬ 
ditional Christmas TV ghost 
stories. There are nightly 
performances plus matinees 
on the Wednesday and Sat¬ 
urday, for those who would 
rather not venture into the 
dark after such spooky tales! 

Tickets range from 
£11.50 to £25.50, see www. 
grandtheatre.co.uk or call 
01902 429212. 

Denise Van Outen brings 
her one-woman ‘play with 
music’ Some Girls I Used 
To Know to Birmingham’s 
New Alexandra Theatre 
from Monday to Wednesday. 
She will also be bringing the 
show to the Grand from 
February 20 to 22, after 
the Wolverhampton theatre 
stages raunchy comedy 51 
Shades of Maggie from Feb¬ 
ruary 17 to 19. 

Top choreographer Mat¬ 
thew Bourne’s all-male 



Jack Shepherd 


version of Swan Lake has 
extended its run at Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome from last 
night to February 15. 

David Essex has a major 
dramatic role in new play 
The Dishwashers, written 
by Morris Panych and di¬ 
rected by Nikolai Foster, at 
Birmingham Rep until Feb¬ 
ruary 15. This witty drama 
looks at the men who scrub 
and scrape in the kitchen of 
an up-market London res¬ 
taurant, including one for¬ 
mer financial high-flyer who 
used to be a customer rather 
than a dishwasher. 


Lady Gaga will 
be having a ball 

GLOBAL pop superstar 
Lady Gaga is coming to 
Birmingham’s city centre 
NIA as part of her artRave: 
The Artpop Ball Tour on 
October 15. 

Tickets go on sale to the 
general public from 9am on 
Saturday, though 02 cus¬ 
tomers will get a three day 
headstart. Ticket prices 
will range from £35 to £90. 
See the www.livenation. 
co.uk website 

A major music festival 
has also been announced 
for Birmingham this sum¬ 
mer with rapper Kanye 
West topping the bill at the 
Wireless Festival in Perry 
Park, which takes place be¬ 
tween July 4 and 6. Also on 
the bill will be fellow Amer¬ 
icans and chart-toppers 
Pharrell Williams, Bruno 
Mars and Drake, plus Brit¬ 
ish singers Elbe Goulding 
and John Newman. 

Swingin’ songs 
from US legend 

FROM Rags to Ritzes, a 
celebration of American 
musical songbook great Ir¬ 
ving Berlin, will be held at 
Birmingham’s Symphony 
Hall on Tuesday featur¬ 
ing the BBC Concert Or¬ 
chestra and narration from 
Radio 2’s Leo Green. Guest 
singers include Sophie Ev¬ 
ans, who was runner-up 
on BBCTV’s Over The 
Rainbow, alongside Mary 
Carewe, Matthew Ford and 
Tom Langham. 

City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra will 
also feature Berlin’s music 
as part of their Songs for 
Swingin’ Orchestra con¬ 
cert at the Symphony Hall 
on February 28. See www. 
thsh.co.uk for tickets. 






Sunday 9th 

1DAY NIGHT KARAC 
with STARMAKERS 


Wednesday 12th 

ADRIAN MICHAELS 


Thursday 13th 

SraRMAKERS KARAOKE 


STEAK'S? 


Mon-Thurs: 
12.00-2.30pm, 


High Street, Blackheath 

xil!fOj'21l5j6ll5599 


We serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, 
lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday 
DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 


.theknightsquest.co.uk 
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What’s On! 

SATURDAY’S TV 8.02.14 Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



The Voice UK 
BBC1, 7.10pm 

Who knows why Kylie 
Minogue signed up for this 
slick talent search, but thank 
heavens she did, because 
together with charming 
Kaiser Chief Ricky Wilson, 
she’s been the short in the 
arm the show needed. And it 
perhaps goes without saying 
that Tom Jones and Will.i.am 
continue to deliver the 
goods, even if the latter’s 
“dope" lingo is wearingthin. 
As ever, the judges will be 
giving their verdict on the 
potential stars with the 
golden tonsils, while staying 
immobile for those who 
don’t rock their world. Emma 
Willis and Marvin Humes 
present the fifth set of Blind 
Auditions. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 

Kitchen Live. 11.30 Food & Drink. 

(R) 12.00 Football Focus. 12.45 

Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 BBC 

News; Regional News; Weather. 

1.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 

Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 

Ireland v Wales (Kick-off 2.30pm). 

4.30 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 

Scotland v England (Kick-off 

5.00pm). 

6.55 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.10 The Voice UK. Emma Willis 
and Marvin Humes are 
backstage for the 
penultimate week of blind 
auditions, with Kylie 
Minogue, Will.i.am, Tom 
Jones and Ricky Wilson 
looking to bolster their 
teams. 

8.35 The National Lottery: Who 
Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
hosts the game show in 
which two pairs of strangers 
list as much as they know 
about given subjects. 
Including the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws, with 
Gaby Roslin. 

9.25 Casualty. The medics 

examine a teenager hurt in a 
mountain-bike accident- 
only to come across old 
injuries that suggest he 
might be a victim of abuse. 
Jamie decides to leave for 
Australia. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. 

Gary Lineker presents 
highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Liverpool v Arsenal 
at Anfield and Swansea City v 
Cardiff City at the Liberty 
Stadium; National Lottery 
Update. 

12.00 The Football League Show. 

1.20 Weatherview. 1.25 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.30 Film: 
Annie Oakley. (1935) 8.00 Live 
Winter Olympics. Coverage of the 
opening day of the Games from 
Russia. 11.00 See Hear. 11.30 
Great British Railway Journeys. (R) 
12.00 The Great British Bake Off: 
The Winner’s Story. (R) 1.00 Film: 
Easy Virtue. (2008) 2.30 Live 
Winter Olympics. Further coverage 
of the opening day of the Games in 
Russia. 4.30 Final Score. 5.10 Live 
Winter Olympics. 

7.00 Winter Olympics: Today at 
the Games. Clare Balding 
introduces highlights from 
the opening day in Russia, 
where the first five gold 
medals were decided in 
venues in Sochi and 
Krasnaya Polyana. 

8.00 Torvill & Dean: The Perfect 
Day. Documentary telling the 
story behind ice-dancing duo 
Jayne Torvill and Christopher 
Dean’s gold medal-winning 
performance at the 1984 
Winter Olympics in Sarajevo. 
9.00 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring 

decides the platoon needs a 
mascot for a big parade and 
plumps for a ram, but 
catching a suitable candidate 
for the job proves easier said 
than done. (R) 

9.30 Hanif Kureishi: Writers Are 
Trouble - A Culture Show 
Special. Author and 
screenwriter Hanif Kureishi 
chats to Alan Yentob 
about his new book, his 
latest film and placing 

his personal archive in 
the vaults of the British 
Library. 

10.30 Film: My Beautiful 
Laundrette. (1985) Comedy 
drama, starring Daniel Day- 
Lewis. 

12.05 Film: The Mother. (2003) 
1.50 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Pat & Stan. 6.10 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.25 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.50 Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Om 
Norn Stories. (R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 

7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Dinner Date. (R) 10.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 11.30 
Catchphrase. (R) 12.15 The 
Crocodile Hunter Diaries. (R) 1.15 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 3.15 
You’ve Been Framed! (R) 4.15 
Regional Programme ; 
Weather.4.25 ITV News; Weather. 

4.40 Film: Star Wars: Episode III - 
Revenge of the Sith. (2005) 

7.10 Splash! Dan Osborne, Anna 
Williamson, Austin Healey 
and Richard Whitehead 
perform two dives each in 
the second semi-final. 
Vernon Kay and Gabby 
Logan present. 

8.40 Take Me Out. A disco¬ 
dancing bachelor, a 
stockbroker, a nanny and a 
student try to impress a 
panel of 30 single women 
and win a date to the Isle of 
Fernandos. 

9.55 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

The host is joined by 24 star 
Kiefer Sutherland, actress 
Emily Mortimer, actor Chris 
O’Dowd and comedian Kevin 
Bridges. Nine-time Grammy 
winner John Legend 
provides the music. 

10.55 ITV News; Weather. 

11.10 Film: 2 Fast 2 Furious. 
(2003) A disgraced cop is 
given a chance to redeem 
himself by going undercover 
to bring a drug trafficker to 
justice. Thriller sequel, with 
Paul Walker. 

1.05 Jackpot247. 3.00 Ladette to 
Lady: Australia. (R) 3.45 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The 
Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Trans World Sport. 
8.00 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 How I Met 
Your Mother. 11.25 How I Met Your 
Mother. 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

12.30 Undercover Boss USA. (R) 

1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 4.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.25 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.35 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 

6.05 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Bigfoot Files. Mark Evans 
travels to Russia to 
investigate the story of Zana, 
a “wild woman” said to have 
been found in the 1870s and 
thought to be a hominid or 
Neanderthal. Last in the 
series. (R) 

8.00 Walking Through History. 

New series. Tony Robinson 
embarks on a towpath 
exploration of industrial 
engineering along the 
Leeds and Liverpool 
Canal, tracing the 
story of its chaotic 
construction. 

9.00 Hostages. Ellen struggles to 
make an agonising choice 
between saving her husband 
or protecting her children, 
and is forced to perform 
emergency surgery in her 
own home. 

10.00 Film: Source Code. (2011) 
Sci-fi thriller, starring Jake 
Gyllenhaal. 

11.40 Film: Jackie Brown. (1997) 
Crime drama, starring Pam 
Grier. 

2.25 Southland. (R)3.10 
Hollyoaks. (R) 5.20 Deal or No 
Deal. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Film: An 

American Tail. (1986) Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Phillip 
Glasser. 11.35 Film: Thunderpants. 
(2002) Family comedy, starring 
Bruce Cook. 1.15 Film: 
Phenomenon. (1996) Fantasy 
drama, starring John Travolta. 3.40 
Diagnosis Murder. (R) 4.40 Film: 
Columbo: An Exercise in Fatality. 
(1974) Crime drama, starring Peter 
Falk and Robert Conrad. 

6.40 NCIS. The team tries to find 
out who was responsible for 
sabotaging a robotic vehicle 
that caused the death of a 
Navy lieutenant and almost 
killed Abby. (R) 

7.30 NCIS. The discovery of a 
dead marine intelligence 
officer in a motel room sets 
the team off on a hunt for her 
killer in an investigation that 
may lead to a terrorist cell. 

(R) 

8.30 5 News Weekend. 

8.35 The NCIS Movie: Enemies. 

Feature-length episode. Ziva 
confronts her past when the 
team is ordered to protect 
her father, Mossad director 
Eli David, at a gathering of 
former heads of NCIS. (R) 
10.15 Film: Willed to Kill. (2012) 
Premiere. A detective must 
face up to her own troubled 
childhood when a serial killer 
develops a twisted obsession 
with her. Thriller, with Sarah 
Jane Morris and Michael 
Riley. 

12.05 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Gibraltar: Britain in 
the Sun. (R) 4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 
4.25 Make It Big. (R) 4.50 The 
Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.00 Angels 
of Jarm. (R) 5.10 Hana’s Helpline. 
(R) 5.20 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.25 
The Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.40 
Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes 2: The 
Sequel 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 Film: 
Enemy of the State (1998) 11.05 
Family Guy 

BBC Four 

7.00 Wild China 8.00 Pain, Pus & 
Poison: The Search for Modern 
Medicines 9.00 Salamander 10.35 
Pink Floyd: Wish You Were Here 

11.35 Pink Floyd: A Delicate Sound 
of Thunder 
ITV2 

3.00 Film: Dennis (1993) 4.55 
Film: Horrid Henry: The Movie 
(2011) 6.50 Film: The Mummy: 
Tomb of the Dragon Emperor 
(2008) 9.00 Film: The Shawshank 
Redemption (1994) 11.55 The 
Magaluf Weekender 
ITV3 

3.30 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 4.40 
Inspector Morse 7.00 Rosemary & 
Thyme 8.00 Doc Martin 9.00 Vera 
11.00 A Touch of Frost 

Drama 

3.10 Cadfael 4.40 One Foot in 
the Grave 6.00 All Creatures Great 
and Small 7.00 Young James 
Herriot 8.20 Last of the Summer 
Wine 9.00 Waking the Dead 11.25 
Sharpe 
E4 

4.00 Rules of Engagement 5.00 
How I Met Your Mother 6.30 The 
Big Bang Theory 7.30 How I Met 
Your Mother 8.00 The Tomorrow 
People 9.00 Film: Beverly Hills 
Cop (1984) 11.05 Rude Tube: Rude 
Zoo 
Film4 

3.05 Jungle 2 Jungle (1997) 5.10 
Leap Year (2010) 7.05 Step Up 2: 
The Streets (2008) 9.00 Slumdog 
Millionaire (2008) Danny Boyle s 
Oscar-winning drama, with Dev 
Patel and Freida Pinto. With an 
introduction by Danny Boyle. 11.25 
Trainspotting (1996) 


FREE TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


As part of Amplifon's National Campaign 
for Better Hearing we are now giving 
enquirers with hearing difficulties a FREE 
TV Amplifier to help with everyday sounds 
around the home - great for conversation, 
listening to TV, radio, even birds singing! 


Most people with hearing difficulties could 
benefit from this offer. The TV Amplifier 
will be given free to keep, with batteries 
included. There is no obligation to purchase 
and all genuine enquirers will be delighted 
with this free offer from Amplifon. 


FREEPHONE 0800 028 4764 


(l / first realised / was losing my hearing 
when I was struggling to hear the TV. 

I now wear hearing aids and 
no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore ** 



Please tell me how I can claim my 

FREE TV Amplifier 


Simply address your envelope to FREEPOST Amplifc 
(No further address details or stamp required) 

trading name of AmpUfon Ltd. S 


I0ESEJSD 

The Hearing Aid Specialists 


And all because the Lady 
loves Electrical Goods... 


r 


SALES - SPARES - REPAIRS 



□ 


WASHING MACHINES 

FROM £139 



[MASSIVElREFRjGERATIONlSAHEINOWi ONI 
‘JmUS1» END j -- 

gders lfrom ( £89 Dryers) ftomi- r 
luooKersiTromifc l 39 Vacuums from £39 n Month 
Freez ers fr(w £99 Spinners from £99 Guarantee 

Monday - Friday 8.30am - 4.45pm • Saturday 9am - 4pm 


A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen rz 

West Midlands B63 4RG L - 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 • Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 




www.sandwell$toneandfen(ing.coiii 

SUPPLY AND 
muiTtm 
OP 


EMIE 


& SLABBING 

0800 955 3865 


40-45, P«rk,L*n«, 
Oldbury , B«»;4LR , 



SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30 + YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas 


Call Eddie 

07976 755441 
0121 544 8427 





For Your Advertisement. 
Only In... 

I piM 

Every Friday 


For the best bookings 
call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319191 
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What’s On! 

SUNDAY’S TV 9.02.14 

Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Derek Jacobi 


Cadfael, 9pm 

Dramatised 
from the novel 
of the late Ellis 
DRAMA Peters, the 90 
minute film 

begins with pilgrims being 
brought to Shrewsbury 
Abbey after they are 
suspected of being behind 
the discovery of a rotting 
corpse of an old man in a 
sack. Imprisoning them all 
within the Abbey walls, 
Cadfael renders the corpse 
down to its bones to 
discover the cause of 
murder. Among the 
resentful pilgrims are a 
couple of young thieves - 
Melangell (Vanity Fair’s 
Natasha Little) and her 
brother Walter (Lee 
Ingleby). 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the 

Day. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 

Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 

11.00 Sunday Politics. 12.15 

M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 45 The Indian Doctor. (R) 2.30 

Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 5.00 

Songs of Praise. 5.35 BBC News; 

Regional News; Weather. 

6.00 Fake or Fortune? Philip 
Mould and Bendor 
Grosvenor identify two 
works from public 
collections that could be by 
18th-century portrait artist 
Thomas Gainsborough. Last 
in the series. 

7.00 Countryfile. Atrip to the 
Lake District, where the 
show’s opening titles were 
filmed. Matt Baker visits the 
beach the horses race across 
and Helen Skelton recreates 
the rock-climbing scene. 
Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Jenny has 
an eventful few days, starting 
with a patient who as well as 
having herself to worry 
about, is also struggling to 
cope with her agoraphobic 
mother. 

9.00 The Musketeers. Aramis’s 
loyalty to the Musketeer 
regiment is tested when he 
agrees to help an old friend 
uncover the truth behind a 
disastrous mission. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day 2. 

Including highlights of 
Tottenham Hotspur v 
Everton. 

II. 25 Film: Brooklyn’s Finest. 

(2009) Crime thriller, starring 
Richard Gere. 

1.30 Weatherview. 1.35 BBC News. 


6.00 Live Winter Olympics. 
Coverage of the opening session on 
day two of the Games. 11.00 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 12.30 
Film: The Gumball Rally. (1976) 

2.10 Live Winter Olympics. Further 
coverage of the second day from 
Russia. 4.30 Live Winter Olympics. 
Concluding coverage. 

7.10 Winter Olympics: Today at 
the Games. Clare Balding 
introduces highlights from 
day two in Russia, where 
eight gold medals were 
decided in venues in Sochi 
and Krasnaya Polyana. 

8.00 Top Gear. Richard Hammond 
gets behind the wheel of the 
Alfa Romeo 4C, Jeremy 
Clarkson puts the McLaren 
PI hypercar to the test and 
Thor star Tom Hiddleston 
drives the Reasonably Priced 
Car. 

9.00 Dragons’Den. A couple 
pitch their glamorous 
camping business, a mother- 
of-fourfrom Shropshire has 
a new take on the coffee bag, 
and one entrepreneur 
attempts to graffiti the Den. 
10.00 Alan Davies Apres-Ski. A 
comic look at the news and 
action from the Winter 
Olympics. (R) 

10.30 Ql XL. With Jo Brand, Liza 
Tarbuck and Sue Perkins. (R) 

11.15 Royal Cousins at War. Part 
one of two. The impact the 
relationships between 
cousins Nicholas II of 
Russia, Kaiser Wilhelm II of 
Germany and the UK’s 
George V had on the 
outbreak of the First World 
War. (R) 

12.15 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 

1.10 Holby City. (R) 2.10 The 
Search for Alfred the Great. (R) 

3.10 This Is BBC Two. 5.00 Live 
Winter Olympics. 


6.00 CITV: Pat & Stan. 6.10 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.25 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.50 Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Om 
Nom Stories. (R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 

7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 10.20 Dickinson’s Real 
Deal. (R) 11.15 ITV News; Weather. 
11.20 The Unforgettable Dudley 
Moore. (R) 11.50 Inside the 
National Trust. 12.50 The Crocodile 
Hunter Diaries. (R) 1.50 Splash! 

(R) 3.20 Film: Thunderball. (1965) 

5.50 Regional Programme ; 
Weather. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Dancing on Ice. The seven 
remaining stars perform to 
songs from 1984 as the 
show marks the 30th 
anniversary of Jayne Torvill 
and Christopher Dean 
winning gold at the Sarajevo 
Winter Olympics. The results 
are at 8.30pm. 

7.45 All Star Family Fortunes. 

With Olympic rowing hero 
Steve Redgrave and 
Emmerdale’s Natalie 
Anderson. 

8.30 Dancing on Ice: The Skate 
Off. Another star skater is 
eliminated. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. The men of 
Selfridges clamour to do 
their bit for the war effort. 
10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 

10.15 Birds of a Feather. Sharon’s 
estranged husband asks for 
a divorce. (R) 

10.45 Piers Morgan’s Life Stories: 
Tony Blackburn. (R) 

11.45 Premiership Rugby Union. 

Action from the 13th round 
of top-flight fixtures. 

12.40 The Store. (R) 2.40 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show USA. (R) 4.05 
ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


6.15 The Hoobs. (R) 6.40 The 
Hoobs. (R) 7.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.30 Frasier. (R) 

7.55 Frasier. (R) 8.25 The Taste. 

(R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.00 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.25 How I 
Met Your Mother. 1.55 How I Met 
Your Mother. 2.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 2.55 The Simpsons. (R) 3.30 
Film: Three Men and a Baby. 

(1987) 5.30 Deal or No Deal. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday 
Night Feast. Jamie Oliver 
creates a Sunday roast and 
curry fusion, Jimmy Doherty 
builds a DIY smoker and 
former Radio 1 DJ Chris 
Moyles prepares his 
favourite dish — a New York- 
style pizza. (R) 

8.00 Scandimania. In Denmark, 
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall 
cooks with Rene Redzepi, 
owner of the award-winning 
restaurant Noma, and meets 
actor Soren Mailing, star of 
The Killing and Borgen. 

9.00 Babylon. Police comedy 
drama, directed by Danny 
Boyle. Violence erupts 
across London as the Met 
chief tries to revamp the 
force’s public image. Starring 
James Nesbitt. 

10.35 Film: The Bank Job. (2008) 
A London bank robber 
accidentally steals top-secret 
files which the government 
and security services want 
buried. Fact-based thriller, 
starring Jason Statham and 
Saffron Burrows. 

12.40 Film: Tigerland. (2000) 2.20 
Boss. 3.20 Abductees. (R) 3.30 
Eating for Two. (R) 3.35 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 4.35 
Supernanny US. (R) 5.15 River 
Cottage Bites. (R) 5.30 Deal or No 
Deal. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bubble 
Guppies. (R) 6.35 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 
7.00 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 7.10 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 Make 
Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Milkshake! 
Monkey. (R) 7.40 City of Friends. 

(R) 7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 
The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill 
and His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.20 
Angelina Ballerina. (R) 8.35 Mio 
Mao. (R) 8.45 Rupert Bear. (R) 9.00 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

9.15 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 10.00 Power 
Rangers Super Samurai. (R) 10.35 
Power Rangers Megaforce. (R) 

11.10 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 

12.05 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 1.05 
Ben Fogle: New Lives in the Wild. 

(R) 2.05 Police Interceptors. (R) 

3.10 Film: Daddy Day Camp. (2007) 

4.50 Film: Land of the Lost. (2009) 

6.45 Film: Planet of the Apes. 

(2001) An astronaut crash- 
lands on a strange planet 
ruled by intelligent apes, who 
capture and enslave him. Tim 
Burton’s sci-fi remake, 
starring Mark Wahlberg. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: The Expendables. 

(2010) A mercenary team is 
double-crossed while on a 
mission to kill a South 
American dictator. Action 
thriller, directed by and 
starring Sylvester Stallone. 

10.55 Film: Full Metal Jacket. 

(1987) Vietnam War drama, 
starring Matthew Modine. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Ultimate 
Emergency Bikers. (R) 4.00 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 4.20 Make It Big. 

R) 4.45 The Funky Valley Show. 

R) 5.00 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.05 
Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.20 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.25 The Funky Valley 
Show. (R) 5.40 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes 7.05 
Pop’s Greatest Dance Crazes 7.35 
The Voice UK 9.00 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 10.00 Family 
Guy 10.45 Uncle 
BBC Four 

7.00 Francesco’s Italy Top to Toe 
8.00 Wainwright: The Man Who 
Loved the Lakes 9.00 Space 
Shuttle: The Final Mission 10.00 
The Sky at Night 10.30 Film: 
Tomboy (2011) 11.50 Arena: The 
Everly Brothers 
ITV2 

2.40 Film: The Flintstones in Viva 
Rock Vegas (2000) 4.25 Film: 
Garfield: A Tale of Two Kitties 
(2006) 6.00 Film: Rumor Has It 
(2005) 8.00 Best of You’ve Been 
Framed! 9.00 The Magaluf 
Weekender 10.00 Film: Bridget 
Jones’s Diary (2001) 

ITV3 

2.50 Agatha Christie’s Marple 4.55 
Lewis 6.55 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 
9.00 The Best of the Royal Variety 
10.00 Film: Steptoe and Son Ride 
Again (1973) 

Drama 

2.30 Catherine Cookson’s The Moth 

5.30 A Bit of a Do 6.40 Monarch of 
the Glen 7.50 Lovejoy 9.00 Cadfael 

10.30 Jonathan Creek 11.30 A Bit 
of a Do 

E4 

4.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
5.00 The Tomorrow People 6.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 6.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Film: Percy 
Jackson & the Lightning Thief 
(2010) 10.25 Film: The Running 
Man (1987) 

Film4 

3.20 The Towering Inferno (1974) 
6.25 A Knight’s Tale (2001) 9.00 
Black Swan (2010) 11.05 Harold & 
Kumar Escape from Guantanamo 
Bay(2008) 



FREE TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


As part of Amplifon’s National Campaign 
for Better Hearing we are now giving 
enquirers with hearing difficulties a FREE 
TV Amplifier to help with everyday sounds 
around the home - great for conversation, 
listening to TV, radio, even birds singing! 


Most people with hearing difficulties could 
benefit from this offer. The TV Amplifier 
will be given free to keep, with batteries 
included. There is no obligation to purchase 
and all genuine enquirers will be delighted 
with this free offer from Amplifon. 


FREEPHONE 0800 028 4764 


* * I first realised I was losing my hearing 
when I was struggling to hear the TV. 

I now wear hearing aids and 
no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore 99 

\ 3K3 


Please tell me how I can claim my 

FREE TV Amplifier 



3l H *i AMI 

The Hearing Aid Specialists J 



Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee 
performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner and a disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening 
performance. 

For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and 
Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday 
evening performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning 
returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


L London Theatre Breaks 


For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 

or go expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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What’s On! 


Pick of the Week 


Visionary Liz fails to see 
the upcoming trouble 


D irector Danny Boyle won critical 
acclaim for movies such as 
Trainspotting and 28 Days Later, 
an Oscar for Slumdog Millionaire, and 
unofficial national treasure status for 
overseeing the 2012 Olympic Opening 
Ceremony. 

But in the unlikely event that he still 
feels a little underappreciated, maybe 
he should listen to what Brit Marling 
has to say about him. 

The actress, whose credits include 
The East and Arbitrage, gushes: 
“Danny, you feel, has the kind of 
curious mind and unstoppable heart 
that are capable of anything - 
exploring a distant galaxy and building 
a new world from scratch there for 
instance. 

“So it’s lucky for us he chose to be a 
storyteller in a time where we need 
them so desperately - to make sense 
of the world we are living in and how 
to navigate it.” 

Given that glowing endorsement, it’s 
no surprise that Marling signed on for 
Boyle’s latest project, police comedy- 
drama Babylon. 


Armstrong (Marling has high praise for 
them as well - “such great writers it’s 
borderline dangerous”), it boasts 
James Nesbitt at the head of an 
impressive cast as Chief Constable 
Richard Miller, who realises that the 
London police force could do with a 
bit of a public image revamp. 

And he thinks American new-media 
visionary Liz Garvey (Marling) is just 
the woman to do it. She believes that 
in an era of rolling news, social media 
and members of the public potentially 
filming everything on their phones, it’s 
more important than ever for the cops 
to be open and transparent, an idea 
that Marling found intriguing. 

“Danny and I spoke on the phone 
and I loved how he saw the story 
developing, and the questions he 
wanted to ask about how technology 
and the transparency it creates is 
changing all of our lives. How does 
law enforcement change when a 
criminal is using Twitter or Instagram? 
What’s the future of the public’s 
involvement in law enforcement as a 
result? 

‘And how do you create a career girl 
that isn’t a typical ball-buster but is 
multi-faceted?” 


Luckily, she thinks the writers 
cracked it. “I think [Liz] is a very 
interesting person, because she’s 
been successful very young, and 
she’s used to getting her way and 
things moving quickly. And I think she 
suddenly moves into this new job and 
it’s not quite what she expected, and 
there’s all sorts of political intrigue, 
and certain people who don’t want her 
there, and she realises that changing 
things is going to be much more 
difficult than she thought. 

It’s not just her new colleagues 
putting her theories to the test though, 
as London is rocked by outbreaks of 
violence. As visions of modern Britain 
go, it may not be as uplifting as the 
Queen jumping out of a plane with 
James Bond, but it hasn’t put 
American star Marling off. 

She’s as enthusiastic about her 
co-stars (including Jill Halfpenny, 
Paterson Joseph, Bertie Carvel and 
Adam Deacon) and the city itself as 
she is about Boyle. 

“I think I’m turning into something of 
an addict, I just want to be in London 
all the time. I’ll just come over here to 
make anything people will hire me for.” 



Brit Marling stars in Babylon, Sunday, Channel 4, 9pm 


Best of the Rest 


Film Choices 


MONDAY 

Death Race, Channel 5,11pm 

Jensen Ames is framed for the murder of his wife and 
sent to Terminal Island Prison, a facility that broadcasts 
the highly profitable Death Race, a high-octane event 
where convicts battle to the death in customised cars. 
When a popular driver dies, crooked prison warden 
Hennessey persuades Ames to take his place, claiming 
he will be released if he is victorious. Sci-fi thriller, 
starring Jason Statham and Joan Allen. (2008) 

TUESDAY 

The Hoax, BBC1,11.35pm 

Drama set in the 1970s, based on the true story of 
Clifford Irving, a struggling author who managed to 
convince a publisher that business magnate Howard 
Hughes had personally hired him as a biographer. 
Banking on the reclusive billionaire being too publicity 
shy to contradict his claims, Irving offered the rights to 
the book for $1 million. But keeping up the deception 
demanded an ever more complex web of lies. With 
Richard Gere and Marcia Gay Harden. (2006) 

WEDNESDAY 

Dangerous Attraction, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman is driven into seclusion out of fear of a stalker, 
but resolves to fight back when he threatens those 
closest to her. Thriller, with Amanda Righetti and 
Catherine Hicks. (2012) 



I Love You Phillip Morris, Channel 4,12.05am 

A gay conman keeps his criminal career and his 
sexuality a secret from his family, until he ends up in 
prison for fraud. While serving his sentence, he falls 
madly in love with a fellow convict and becomes 
determined to secure their future together - even if it 
involves a great deal of criminal activity and several 
prison breaks. Fact-based romantic comedy drama, with 
Jim Carrey and Ewan McGregor. (2009) 

THURSDAY 

Like Mother, Like Daughter, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman searching for her missing daughter receives 
help from a professor - but does not realise he 
murdered her. Thriller, starring Michelle Stafford. (2007) 

FRIDAY 

Before Sunrise, BBC2,11.05pm 

American tourist Jesse and French student Celine meet 
by chance on a train travelling to Vienna. The two 
strangers form a close connection almost instantly, and 
spend the day together in the city, discussing their 
hopes and dreams. However, their romance seems 
likely to only last a day as Jesse is due to fly back 
home. Richard Linklater’s romantic drama, starring 
Ethan Hawke and Julie Delpy. (1995) 


MONDAY 

Jim Davidson: At Least I’m Not Boring 
Channel 5,9pm 

What a difference a year makes. Twelve months 
ago, Jim Davidson was fending off police 
allegations, but he’s won so much public favour 
since then that he was recently crowned winner of 
the latest edition of Celebrity Big Brother. While 
he might have had his fair share of arguments in 
the house, what you see is definitely what you get 
with Jim - an opinionated, honest man with whom 
you’ll always know where you stand. This profile of 
the comedian charts his rise to fame after 
appearing on talent show New Faces in 1976, 
before going to on to become a household name 
hosting BBC favourites Big Break and The 
Generation Game. 

TUESDAY 

Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? Chris’s Final 

Answer 

ITV, 8pm 

Who Wants to Be a Millionaire is such a TV 
institution, it’s arguably launched a few quiz 
questions of its own, including “who was the first 
person to win a million?” (Answer: future Egghead 
Judith Keppel.) But which contestants and 
moments stand out for host Chris Tarrant? Well, 
we’re about to find out, as following the two 
celebrity specials that brought down the curtain on 
the hugely successful series, he looks back over 
nearly 16 years of ‘Millionaire: As you’d expect 
Charles Ingram, the so-called ‘Coughing Major’, 
who was accused of cheating his way to the top 
prize, features - which should also remind us that 


at its height, WWTBAM was so popular, even a 
documentary about Ingram was watched by an 
impressive 17 million viewers. 

Inside the Animal Mind 
BBC2, 9pm 

Here’s a bit of good news for anyone who saw 
school or the office primarily as a place to meet 
your friends and have a laugh - the most intelligent 
animals on the planet are also the most social. In 
the last in this fascinating series, Chris Packham 
finds out why that is by studying one of the 
cleverest animals of all - the dolphin. He joins 
them for a swim, explores their language and also 
sees how they can recognise themselves in the 
mirror, suggesting they don’t all look alike after all. 
Chris also learns more about how elephants 
mourn their dead, and why just because animals 
are social, it doesn’t mean they all get along, as 
chimps can be more than a little two-faced. 

WEDNESDAY 
Line of Duty 
BBC2, 9pm 

Fans of this series could be forgiven 
for thinking it was a one-hit wonder 
- it’s almost two years since the 
first run introduced viewers to 
straight-arrow cop Steve Arnott 
and his colleagues. But series 
writer and creator Jed Mercurio 
was clearly taking his time in 
crafting what promises to be a 
nail-biting follow-up. This time, 

Arnott and co will be 


investigating Dl Lindsay Denton (Keeley Hawes), 
who is the sole survivor of a police convoy 
ambushed while escorting a protected witness. 
Arnott immediately suspect she tipped the 
perpetrators off - but proving it may be difficult. 
Martin Compston, Vicky McClure and Adrian 
Dunbar are among those returning to the drama, 
while Call the Midwife’s Jessica Raine joins the 
cast as a rookie detective constable. 

Suspects 
Channel 5,10pm 

What separates this from all the other procedural 
offerings out there is the fact it’s shot in a fly- 
on-the-wall documentary style. The cast, 
which includes Fay Ripley (Cold Feet), 
Damien Molony (Ripper Street) and 
Clare-Hope Ashitey (Children of Men), 
created their own dialogue based on a 
detailed plot description. Set in London, 
each episode is a self-contained 
story beginning with a 
news report. We then 
follow the three detectives 
as they investigate the 
case. The series opens 
with the abduction of 
two-year-old Hope 
Wilkins. Her 
dysfunctional family 
are initially marked 
as suspects, until a 
convicted child killer 
is connected to 
the case. 


THURSDAY 

The Kidnapping of Shergar 
Channel 5, 8pm 

The mystery of Lord Lucan’s disappearance in 
1974, and the fate of champion racehorse Shergar 
have captured the public’s imagination for decades. 
A few months after the former case was addressed 
in an ITV drama, we now get this equine detective 
story. The 1981 Derby winner was kidnapped from 
his home at County Kildare’s Ballymany Stud in 
February 1983 by a masked gang. They held staff 
at gunpoint and Shergar was taken away in a horse 
trailer and never seen again. Here film-makers chat 
to key witnesses about the theft, and paint a picture 
of one of the most audacious thefts in history. 

FRIDAY 

Student Nurses: Bedpans and Bandages 
ITV, 8pm 

Across the country a new generation of nurses are 
training up to take on the responsibility of a nation’s 
health and well-being. It’s a lot of pressure, and 
with ever-greater demands since the early days of 
the NHS, it’s harder to qualify now than ever before. 
So this documentary will make for very interesting 
viewing indeed, as cameras follow trainee nurses 
in Birmingham and Manchester, showing the 
challenges they face on a daily basis as they 
juggle academic study with their personal life and 
work on the wards. In the first instalment, 24-year- 
old student Alistair discusses being one of a 
growing number of men taking up a career in 
nursing, while 21-year-old Helen nears the end of 
her three-year degree to become a children’s 
nurse. 



Short breaks, holidays and 
long haul adventures to 
destinations near and far 

...by coach, rail, Eurostar, 

^ self-drive and air 



star yrextraTRAVEL 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 
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Puzzler 


Brain Gym 


No.259 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

T 

2 

F 

3 

E 

4 

X 

5 

z 

6 

D 

7 

H 

8 

A 

9 

s 

10 

U 

11 

o 

12 

G 

13 

L 

14 

N 

15 

Y 

16 

B 

17 

J 

18 

K 

19 

M 

20 

R 

21 

P 

22 

V 

23 

c 

24 

1 

25 

Q 

26 

w 


Double Crossword 


□ 

H 

_ 

R 

y 

H 

y 

R 


h 


R 

II 



Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 

fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Amend list and 
take down when 
corrected (9) 

8. Some very expen¬ 
sive kind of whisky 
(3) 

9. Give hand signals? 

( 11 ) 

11. Having arrived to 
stage the show (7) 

12. An advance, we 
hear, without 
friendly support (5) 

13. Bird noises ruin the 
speech(6) 

15. Establish the limits 
of French judicial 
punishment (6) 

17. Mishandles ear¬ 
pieces (5) 

18. Unfriendly crowd 
before the prophet 
returns (7) 

20. Fresh confirmation 
about secure policy 
( 11 ) 

22. Begone! I must be 
seen inside (3) 

23. A startling rev¬ 
elation for one who 
wakes up (3-6) 


Down 

2. Passion shown in 
their exasperation 
(3) 

3. Nearly everything 
I have is charged 
with electricity (5) 

4. Mocks at relative in 
back-street (6) 

5. Come from a wild 
manatee (7) 

6. You’ll find more 
point in giving fore¬ 
warning (11) 

7. One who gives in 
easily won’t manage 
to do this (9) 

10. Did the Greeks 
regard it as a capital 
investment? (5,2,4) 

11. Kind of ice slippers 
for beasts of burden 
(4-5) 

14. Extract from a book 
in which a fool is 
taken in by a young 
attendant (7) 

16. Unsullied, but 
almost subject to 
punishment (6) 

19. Expose this kind of 
cartoon (5) 

21. This hint would 
be about right to 
produce a remedy 
(3) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Loss of power of action (9) 

8. Possess (3) 

9. Cast down (11) 

11. Kitchen sideboard (7) 

12. Foreign (5) 

13. Come back (6) 

15. Ebb (6) 

17. Rank (5) 

18. Mean (7) 

20. Bright (11) 

22. In error (3) 

23. Without stopping (9) 


Down 

2. Melody (3) 

3. Water-lily (5) 

4. Flight of steps (6) 

5. Recover (7) 

6. Thoughtful (11) 

7. Deceitful (9) 

10. Contingency (11) 

11. Guidance (9) 

14. Favour (7) 

16. Wan (6) 

19. Banish (5) 

21. Nothing (3) 


Sudoku 




6 

5 



3 

9 



3 
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2 

3 
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1 
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5 

2 
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6 
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7 
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3 
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4 
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8 



9 

8 



2 



5 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Arable; 8 Dotage; 10 
Strange; 11 Solid; 12 Gait; 13 Avoid; 17 Cross; 

18 Scar; 22 Edict; 23 Fortune; 24 Slaves; 25 
Sparta. Down: 1 Passage; 2 Hair-pin; 3 Plane; 

4 Corsair; 5 Sally; 6 Wends; 9 Leaves off; 14 
Brother; 15 Acquire; 16 Arsenal; 19 Beast; 20 
Vicar; 21 Crops. QUICK - Across: 7 Travel; 8 
Barter; 10 Mariner; 11 Naive; 12 Note; 13 Inter; 
17 Tepid; 18 Whet; 22 Title; 23 Attempt; 24 
Grieve; 25 Recent. Down: 1 Stamina; 2 Narrate; 
3 Meant; 4 Painter; 5 Attic; 6 Order; 9 Principal; 
14 Deceive; 15 Whimper; 16 Statute; 19 Stage; 
20 Strip; 21 Strew. 


. The Sound of Silence 

Ring This Just might be what 

,, you are looking for 

orit know how it 

yrks but it does, Available at Boots, your local pharmacy 

it’s amazing” Online at amazoi1.CO.uk' or www.goodnightsnoring.co.uk 

Simon B This product has not been proven by a Clinical Trial 


* J 


“Don't know how it 
works but it does, 



WOLVERHAMPTON 


magazine 


1 MONTH FREE 
TRIAL PERIOD 


3 MONTHS....£2.99 
6 MONTHS....£5.49 
1 YEAR.£9.99 


H *••*••* 

U AppStore 


Get the Wolverhampton Magazine direct to your iPad and iPhone. 

All the latest features and news. Every edition, updated within minutes of publication. 


MNA Media 












































































































Page 28 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, Thursday, February 6, 2014 


fProperty 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Hicks Hadley o^Tfe^ 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



WEOLEY CASTLE, Barnes Hill£975 pcm+Fees 

A huge detached house close to Newman University. This 
property features 2 large reception rooms, modern kitchen, 
utility area the back of the garage, 4 big double bedrooms, 
shower room, separate toilet, huge long garden with a 
summer house, driveway for 2/3 cars. Benefits also include, 
double glazin^n^a^entmnieatin^PC^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Century Way£750 pcm+Fees 

A stunning end terrace townhouse on a new build estate. 
This 4 bedroomed property consists of a spacious lounge 
with patio doors leading into the rear garden, fitted kitchen, 
guest WC, master bedroom with ensuite, family bathroom 
with shower, small rear garden, garage and driveway parking. 
IePC: C 


OLDBURY, Pel Crescent £650 pcm+Fees 

A wonderfully presented modern end terrace property 
featuring: spacious lounge, modern fitted kitchen, 3 
bedrooms; master bedroom with ensuite. Downstairs W/C, 
gas central heating, double glazed with driveway parking for 
2 cars. Availabl^iov^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 



HALESOWEN, Dog kennel Lane£650 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished detached bungalow in superb central 
Halesowen location comprising of: gas central heating, living 
room/dining room, fitted kitchen, utility area, 2 bedrooms, 
bathroom with shower, front & rear gardens, garage and 
drivewa^PCJBf^ 


ROWLEY REGIS, Alwin Road£650 pcm+Fees 

This detached house in a cul-de-sac location. Located close to 
local shops and transport links. Featuring gas central heating, 
living room, dining area, fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms 
and 1 single bedroom, bathroom with shower, rear garden, 
dnvewa^arkino+jnfumishe^PCJB^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Holt Road £625 pcm+Fees 

An immaculately presented mid terraced property in a 
convenient location for shops, buses and motorway links. 
The property features a homely lounge, dining room, luxury 
refitted shower room. 2 double bedrooms, and 2 single loft 
rooms, gas central heating, double glazing, small rear court 
' garden^ruoat^jarkinc^PCJ^^^^^^^^ 





HALESOWEN, The Rookery£625 pcm+Fees 

Set in a lovely cul-de-sac and a highly sought after location. 
This 2 bedroom house features a modern fitted breakfast 
kitchen with appliances, great size lounge, double glazing, 
gas central heating, house bathroom with shower, driveway 
parking h)i^ai^n(^aig^an i jaKlei^PCj^^ M 


CRADLEY HEATH, Castle Close£595 pcm+Fees 
A newly modernised unfurnished semi detached house in 
a sought after location briefly featuring 3 bedrooms, brand 
fitted dining kitchen, brand new bathroom with shower. 
Benefits also include garage and driveway parking, rear 
garden. Cul-de-sac location. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Alexandra Road£595 pcm+Fees! 

An unfurnished semi detached house briefly comprising;! 
lounge, fitted kitchen with appliances, 3 bedrooms, bathroom! 
with shower. Benefits include gas central heating, double! 
glazing. garag^n^rivewa^arkin^^ai^ai^er^PCja^ 



HALESOWEN, Middlefield Gardens£595 pcm+Fees 
First floor apartment in Hurst Green. Set within well 
maintained gardens, this apartment features a large lounge, 2 
double and 1 single bedroom, fitted kitchen with applicances, 
house bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double 
glazing, parking area and communual gardens. Available 


HALESOWEN, Regent Close£550 pcm+Fees 

A modern intermediate town house in the centre of Halesowen. 
The property has the benefit of a fitted dining kitchen, spacious 
lounge with patio doors leading to the rear garden, 2 double 
bedrooms and bathroom with shower. The blocked paved 
driveway to the front offers parking for 2 vehicles, and the 
property als^ia^a^entranieatin^n^oubl^lazin^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Upper Ashley Street£525 pcm+Fees 
Set in this quiet residential area close to Blackeath Town 
Centre is this lovely modern mid-terraced home featuring 
lounge, fitted kitchen with gas oven/hob, 1 double & 1 large 
single bedroom, shower room, gas central heating, rear 
garden an^ahdn^oi^ars^jnfumishe^PCjS^ 



HALESOWEN, Peckingham Street£525 pcm+Fees 
Wonderfully refurbished with original features maintained. 2 
apartments immediately available with fantastic convenience 
centre of town. Ring us now to view these lovely light, aiiy flats, 
one with 2 large bay windows. Each has modern kitchen with new 
appliances and useful utility room. With 2 double bedrooms and 2 
bathroomMhes^i^TiusUeeexcegtionaUgartment^PCjBC 




HALESOWEN, Hope Street £500 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished semi detached house in a popular residential 
This lovely house features 2 bedrooms, fitted kitchen, 
lounge, bathroom with shower. Benefits include gas central 
heating, double glazing, rear garden, driveway parking. 
MditionaHee^vilUggl^PC^^^^^^^^^^^ 


TIPTON, Ferguson Drive £495 pcm+Fees 

A lovely modern ground floor apartment, briefly comprising 
of: 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, bathroom 
with shower, electric storage heating, double glazing, 2 
allocated parking spaces, communal gardens, internal viewing 

recommendecUiPCJB^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Elbow Street£495 pcm+Fees 

A wonderfully unfurnished or part furnised to suit 2nd floor 
flat within walking distance to Old Hill shops and train station. 
This property comprises of a light and airy living room, fitted 
kitchen with white goods, 2 double bedrooms, and bathroom 
with shower. Benefits include electric storage heating, 
communa^ai^ens^llocate^aifdn^PCJB^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Masefield Rise£450 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished ground floor flat, in a well sought after 
location. A short walk from Halesowen and on a major bus 
route, this apartment features 1 double bedroom, fitted 
kitchen, lounge, bathroom with shower, double glazing, 
electricJieatin^arag^r^lockj^aijai^er^PC^^ 


HALESOWEN, Richmond Court£450 pcm+Fees 

A modern furnished ground floor f bedroom flat set within 
a quiet location and close to shops and Halesowen Town 
Centre. This lovely apartment features a fitted kitchen, 
spacious living Room, 1 bedroom, bathroom with shower, 
commim^arten^vailabl^mmediatel^PCje^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Victoria Gardens£435 pcm+Fees 
A fantastic 1 bedroom f st floor apartment which has just been 
fully refurbished to a high standard. Large dual aspect lounge, 
fully fitted kitchen with appliances, bathroom with shower, 
electric heating, allocated parking. This property is ready to 
oo! EPC: C 


LYE, High Street £425 pcm+Fees 

Fully refurbished in the centre of Lye. This large and spacious 
1st floor apartment has a lovely lounge with a feature bay 
window, 2 good size bedrooms, new bathroom suite but no 
shower, modern and contempary kitchen with oven and hob, 
electric heatin^oubl^lazing^rHoa^ad<in^PC^^ M 


HALESOWEN, Upper Ashley Street£425 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished maisonette which has been fully refurbished 
and is close to local shops and bus links. This lovely flat 
features electric storage heating, living room, fitted kitchen, 1 
double bedmom^howengon^arkin^gac^^PC^^ 


Extended detached 
has lots of potential 



A MUCH-extended detached 
house, 54 Belmont Road, 
Penn is in need of some re¬ 
furbishment but has consid¬ 
erable potential. 

It is for sale through Jackson Lile & 
Close at £180,000. 

The house has a reception hall, 
cloakroom, dining room/study and ex¬ 
tended lounge. 

It also has an extended L-shaped 
breakfast room/kitchen, utility, three 
bedrooms, bathroom, L-shaped loft 
room, gardens and garage. 

For more information contact Jack- 
son Lile & Close on 01902 712812 or 
visit the website www.jacksonlileean- 
dclose.co.uk 



ft Home ot Property 



Our weekly full colour supplement contains hundreds of the 
latest homes to buy and let across the region. Get your copy 
every Wednesday from your newsagent. If you are an estate agent 
and you want to reach our 247,000 regular readers contact one of 
our sales representatives. 

TO ADVERTISE IN HOME OF PROPERTY CALL OUR 
EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 519627 J 
OR EMAIL PROPERTY@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 
‘SOURCE: JICREG 01.10.2012 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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Sales & Lettings 

Halesowen 0121 6964053 
Dudley 01384 849067 


Dixons 

Estate Agents 


DoingMore... 


Grange Road, Halesowen 



Traditional three bedroom detached house 
with convenient access to the motorway 
network and local amenities. Halesowen. 


Sovereign Drive, Dudley 



Detached four bedroom property comprises lounge, 
dining room, conservatory, kitchen, utility, downstairs 
WC and master bedroom with en-suite. 


Gordon Drive,Tipton 



Semi detached four bedroom property briefly 
comprising lounge, kitchen/diner, conservatory, family 
bathroom and rear garden. 



A four bedroom modern detached house comprising 
ground floor lounge, separate dining room, 
kitchen/diner, utility and WC. Halesowen. 


A traditional detached house briefly comprising 
kitchen breakfast room, conservatory and three 
bedrooms. Halesowen. 


This traditional mid terraced property offers the 
following accommodation lounge, second reception 
room, three bedrooms and rear garden. 


Foredraft Street, Halesowen 



This three bedroom property situated in an 
established residential area with good amenities. 
Comprises lounge/diner and garage.Halesowen. 


Public Notice 



28 CENTRAL AVENUE, ROWLEY REGIS, B65 
8BA. 


We are acting in the sale of the above property 
and have received an offer of £86,500. Any 
interested parties must submit any higher offers in 
writing to the selling agents before an exchange of 
contracts takes place. 


Himley Avenue, Dudley 


Paganel Drive, Dudley 



An extended detached four bedroom property 
briefly comprising lounge, kitchen/diner, two 
reception rooms, study area and family bathroom. 



nr .* 




Offers Over£ 185,000 


Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising two reception rooms, kitchen/diner, sun 
room, family bathroom and rear garden. 


Buffery Road, Dudley 


Newick Street, Dudley 



Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising entrance hall, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, bathroom, garden, driveway and garage. 



Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising lounge, kitchen, family bathroom, rear 
garden, driveway and garage. 


Public Notice 



3 CLEMENT ROAD, HALESOWEN, B62 9LR. 
We are acting in the sale of the above 


property and have received an offer of 
£80,000.Any interested parties must submit 
any higher offers in writing to the selling agent 
before an exchange of contracts takes place. 


View Drive, Dudley 



Detached three bedroom property comprising 
downstairs WC, lounge, dining room, kitchen, family 
bathroom, front and rear gardens and garage. 


Leasowe Road,Tipton 



Three bedroom mid terraced property briefly 
comprising entrance hall, lounge, kitchen,dining 
room, conservatory and bathroom. 


dixonsestateagents.co.uk propertywideco.uk Zoopld .co.uk JL ft rightmovecc 











































































































Page 30 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, Thursday, February 6, 2014 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 



i 


005 


Qashqai a modern motoring success 


Question: What connects Pad¬ 
dington in central London, with 
Cranfield in rural Buckingham¬ 
shire as well as Sunderland in 
the far north of England? 

The answer is one of the biggest success 
stories in modern motoring, in the shape 


of the Nissan Qashqai, a car that almost 
by itself started a new trend for cars which 
look tall and tough but are as easy to park 
as a hatchback and about as economical 
to run. 

Since the first one rolled off the produc¬ 
tion line in Sunderland in 2007, more than 
1,700,000 have been built. 


Taking the pressure from what the pop in¬ 
dustry calls ‘that second, difficult album’, 
the team at Nissan’s European design cen¬ 
tre in Paddington did what all the research 
was telling them. 

Existing Qashqai owners loved their cars 
but wouldn’t mind a bit more style, a dash 
of extra technology and, please, keep a 


tight rein on running costs. 

So the new Qashqai looks like an entirely 
logical development of the first car. 

Allied to upgraded petrol and diesel en¬ 
gines, this sharper-suited Qashqai now 
slips below the road tax barrier in its most 
frugal version, and all the rest use less fuel 
than before. 


For the way it feels on the road we have 
the 1,000-strong team at Nissan’s techni¬ 
cal centre in Cranfield to thank. And what a 
fine job they’ve done. 

Qashqai customers told the Nissan poll¬ 
sters they didn’t want a Golf GTI, thank 
you, but something that made them feel 
confident to drive. 



fywm OA tittle OA Jit 40 <K VMHtit 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 


jazz 1.2 i-VTEC S 

0% APR Representative 

£140* a month 

OTR £ 10,995, Customer saving £ 1,200 


Civic 1.4 i-VTEC S 

0% APR Representative 

£209* a month 

OTR £16,995 


CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S 

0% APR Representative 

£269* a month 

OTR £22,495 


brindleyhonda.co.uk 



BRINDLEY HONDA 

Cannock, Halesowen, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton. 

Call 08430 223040 (calls charged at local rate) or visit www.brindleyhonda.co.uk 


Fuel consumption figures for CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S 2WD Manual in mpg (l/100km): Urban 31.7 (8.9), Extra Urban 45.6 (6.2), Combined 39.2 (7.2). C02 emissions: 168g/km; for Civic 1.4 i-VTEC S Manual in mpg (l/100km): Urban 42.2 (6.7), Extra Urban 60.1 (4.7), Combined 52.3 (5.4). CO2 emissions: 129g/km; for Jazz 1.2 i-VTEC S in 
mpg (l/100km): Urban 42.8 (6.6), Extra Urban 61.4 (4.6), Combined 53.3 (5.3). CO2 emissions: 123g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated laboratory test results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. 

Models Shown: CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S2WD Manual in optional Passion Red Pearl at £22,495 On The Road; Civic 1.4 i-VTEC S Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic at £16,995 On The Road; Jazz 1.2 S Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic at £10,495 On The Road (OTR). Terms and Conditions: New retail CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S2WD Manual registered from 2 January 2014to 31 March 2014. Subject to model and colour availability. Offers applicable at 
participating dealers and are at the promoter's absolute discretion. Honda Aspirations (PCP): *£269 per month example shown based on CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S 2WD Manual in optional Passion Red Pearl at £22,995 total cash price including 5 year care package at £500 (and total amount payable) with 37 months 0% APR Representative (interest rate per annum 0% fixed) with £4,456.64 (19%) deposit, Guaranteed Future Value / Optional Final 
Payment of £8,854.53, annual mileage of 10,000 and excess mileage charge: 6p per mile; New retail Civic 1.4 i-VTEC S registered from 2 January 2014 to 31 March 2014. Subject to model and colour availability. Offers applicable at participating dealers and are at the promoter's absolute discretion. Honda Aspirations (PCP): *£209 per month example shown based on Civic 1.4 i-VTEC S Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic at £17,495 total 
cash price including 5 Year Care Plan at £500 (and total amount payable) with 37 months 0% APR Representative (interest rate per annum 0% fixed) with £3,812.69 (22%) deposit, Guaranteed Future Value / Optional Final Payment of £6,158.38, annual mileage of 10,000 and excess mileage charge: 5p per mile; New retail Jazz 1.2 S registered from 2 January 2014 to 31 March 2014. Subject to model and colour availability. Offers applicable 
at participating dealers and are at the promoter's absolute discretion. The advertised saving of £1,200 (including VAT) discount to the OTR price for the Jazz 1.2 S applied to the retail invoice. Honda Aspirations (PCP): *£140 per month example shown based on Jazz 1.2 S in Milano Red Non-Metallic at £10,995. Total cash price including 5 Year Care Package (and total amount payable) with 37 months 0% APR Representative (interest rate 
per annum 0% fixed) with £1,795.20 (16%) deposit, Guaranteed Future Value / Optional Final Payment of £4,159.72 annual mileage of 10,000 and excess mileage charge: 3p per mile. You do not have to pay the Final Payment if you return the car at the end of the agreement and you have paid all other amounts due, the vehicle is in good condition and has been serviced in accordance with the Honda service book and the maximum annual 
mileage has not been exceeded. Indemnities may be required in certain circumstances. Finance is only available to persons aged 18 or over, subject to status. All figures are correct at time of publication but may be subject to change. Credit provided by Honda Finance Europe Pic. 470 London Road, Slough, Berkshire SL3 8QY. The 5 Year Care Package includes: Servicing: All scheduled servicing, as detailed in the vehicles service book, will 
be covered for 5 years or 62,500 miles, whichever comes first. Warranty: In addition to the standard 3 year warranty the customer will receive a complimentary 2 year extended guarantee taking the warranty to 5 years or 90,000 miles, whichever comes first. Roadside Assist: In addition to the standard 3 years roadside assistance package the customer will receive complimentary Hondacare Assistance for a further 2 years, taking it to 5 
years or 90,000 miles, whichever comes first. The 5 Year Care Package: The 5 Year Care Package is optional. It is being offered for £500 including VAT (usual value £1,545 including VAT) and is available to finance or non-finance customers. Please note, should you sell the vehicle during the period of cover, the package remains with the vehicle. 
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New Honda 
Civic set to 
be a winner 
in its sector 

The Honda Civic might just be at its best in 
sleek Tourer guise. With 642-litres of lug¬ 
gage room with the rear seats in place and 
the cleverest seat folding system in the busi¬ 
ness, it’s well worth a look. 

Small estate cars are usually horrible. The styling 
never quite works, the cars looking like a hall of mir¬ 
rors version of a bigger car, too high, not long enough 
and with an uncomfortable afterthought of glazing 
squiring the back end. 

Every once in a while, an exception slips through the net, 
forcing you to wonder why car manufacturers find it so diffi¬ 
cult to style what should be a longer and sleeker version of 
a supermini or family hatch. Here’s one to join that exclusive 
list, the Honda Civic Tourer. 

This estate version of the ninth generation Civic is built in 
Britain and doesn’t come saddled with huge expectations. 
The compact estate car market has always been a bit of 
a backwater niche over here, so perhaps it’s time for one 
model to get a solid run at it and turn things around. 

So why does the Civic Tourer look so different to the usual 
cut and paste compact estate designs? 

The first thing to note is that there’s a genuinely cohesive 
front-to-rear flow to the design. 

The rear end doesn’t look like a hasty addition. Its styling 
is defined by a bold line that runs continuously from the front 
A-pillar to the D-pillar, creating the impression of a floating 
roof line. 

The glass of the rear quarter window has been extended 
to cover the body work of the D-pillar and the rear door sash 
has been raised by 17mm compared to the Civic hatchback 
to create this bold styling line. 

Inside, you get probably the best one-handed seat folding 
operation in the business - Honda’s Magic Seats system. 
The interior boot floor has been raised compared to the 
hatchback to create a completely flat area when the seats 
are folded down. The rear seat cushions can also be flipped 
up to reveal ample floorspace for carrying tall objects. A 
60:40 split in the seat base offers even more options for car¬ 
rying both people and cargo. You get 624 cubic litres of boot 
volume with the rear seats in place and up to 1668-litres 
when they’re folded. 

Prices start at just over £20,000 for the base 1.8 i-VTEC 
petrol model, so you’re talking a premium of around £1,900 
over the equivalent five-door hatch. There’s a choice of two 
engines, a 142PS 1.8 i-VTEC petrol with auto or manual 
transmission and manual gearbox 120PS 1.6 i-DTEC diesel. 

As for equipment, well even the entry level S grade in¬ 
cludes features such as Bluetooth Hands Free Telephone 
(HFT), DAB Radio, USB connectivity and 16in allow wheels. 

Benefit 

In addition to these items, the SE Plus, the next level up, 
has rear parking sensors and 17in alloys, whilst SR cus¬ 
tomers will benefit from the new world first rear Adaptive 
Damper System (ADS), front heated seats, HDD sat nav and 
privacy glass. Those who opt for the top EX grade will re¬ 
ceive headlight washers, smart entry and start capability, a 
sunglasses holder, interior blue ambient lighting and Bi-HID 
headlights with auto levelling. 

The 1.6-litre diesel might at first seem to be the poor re¬ 
lation to Honda’s 2.2-litre unit in terms of power but it aces 
the larger capacity engine when it comes to running costs. 

Consider this. You’ll get almost 75mpg from the astonish¬ 
ingly economical 120PS 1.6 diesel on the combined cycle. 
For a company which once thought diesel engines a bad 
idea, Honda has really stolen a march here. 

The diesel engine is an absolute gem and safety and se¬ 
curity are top drawer. Plus the Civic Tourer’s styling is bold, 
clever and successful and crucially, there’s plenty of space 
inside. Honda’s folding seating system is the best in the 
business too. In summary, this car turns an average hatch¬ 
back into a surprisingly effective and desirable estate. 

It’s not without its caveats, but right now this is the Civic 
body to choose and by quite some margin. 

The creative team behind Honda’s recent smash-hit viral 
film ‘Hands’ is aiming for further success with a new TV ad¬ 
vertising campaign to welcome the Civic Tourer into Honda 
dealerships across the UK. 

The campaign celebrates the idea that beauty is about 
much more than what appears on the surface. The creative 
plays to the trend in design, engineering and wider society 
of looks being valued over substance. 

The viewer is taken on a journey through various objects, 
including a golf ball, suitcase, chest of drawers and a guitar 
amp, to reveal the inner beauty of each. 

It then goes on to position the new Civic Tourer as another 
perfect example of ‘Inner Beauty’; dynamic and sporty-look- 
ing, yet under the surface there lies practicality and func¬ 
tion.’. 

lOlivia Dunn, head of marketing for Honda (UK) said: 
“Take a first glance at the Civic Tourer and you see a 
great-looking car. 

“This campaign takes the viewer beyond that first appear¬ 
ance to emphasise the balance between style and perfor¬ 
mance, and the incredible practicality that the car delivers. 

“Once again the team behind ‘Hands’ has brought the 
message to life in a fresh, innovative and compelling way in 
line with Honda’s high standards and unique style.” 




The new LO V£ 

'VR7' range j£(HNDL0[!f from £8,795 

plus 3 years' servicing for £99 f 



10,000 


reevoo*? 

Read the reviews at 

kia.co.uk/reviews 


To check out all our offers and to see what our customers are saying, visit us at kia.co.uk 


Brindley Kia 

85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 


CALLS CHARGED AT LOCAL RATE. 

T. 08444 701532 


<gjA> 

The Power to Surprise 


Also at: 55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW T. 08430 221085 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the new Kia 'VR7' range are: Urban 32.1 (8.8) - 52.3 (5.4), Extra Urban 53.3 (5.3) - 78.5 (3.6), Combined 42.8 (6.6) - 67.3 (4.2). C0 2 

emissions are 148 — 99 g/km. MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 7 year /100.000 mile manufacturer's warranty. For terms and exclusions visit kia.co.uk or see your local 
dealer. Price, Reevoo score and number of reviews correct at time of going to press and specification is subject to change without notice. Quote taken from Kia customer reviews. Directly comparable quotes occur across the Kia range. A Models shown: Picanto 
3-dr'VR7' 1.0 68bhp 5-speed manual @ £8,795 including customer saving of £750 and excluding optional metallic paint at £455; Rio 5-dr'VR7' 1.25 84bhp 5-speed manual @ £11,095 including customer saving of £1,000 and excluding optional metallic paint 
at £455; cee'd 5-dr'VR7' 1.4 98bhp 6-speed manual @ £13,995 including customer saving of £1,000 and excluding optional metallic paint at £475. OTR price includes VAT, number plates, delivery, 12 months' Government Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) and Vehicle 
First Registration Fee. Retail customers only. Customer savings vary by model derivative. Ask your dealer for full details. f3 years' servicing (Kia Care-3) for £99 offer is only valid on applicable 'VR7' models. Log onto kia.co.uk/care3 for full details. Subject to 
availability on vehicles registered before 31 March 2014. Participating dealers only. *4.9% APR representative available on Kia Conditional Sale on Picanto, Rio and cee'd models. 10% minimum deposit required on cee'd models. Maximum term of 36 months. 
Offer not available in conjunction with any other offer. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. 18's or over. Guarantees / indemnities may be required. Kia Motors Finance RH1 1SR. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected 
finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. Customer savings vary by model derivative. Ask your dealer for full details. 
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Motor Market 


OVER 100 CARS IN STOCK 
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www.motor-market.net 

27 Newtown Lane Cradley Heath B64 5EB 

01384 411119 
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Improvements for hybrid 


Lexus is making the most 
comprehensive package of 
improvements yet to the CT 
200h range, which will make 
the market’s only full hybrid 
luxury hatchback an even 
more appealing proposition. 

The upgrades are matched by 
a strengthening of the CT 200h’s 
impressive value, with significant 
reductions in prices and attractive 
finance options that open up the 


prospect of Lexus ownership to 
many more customers. 

The 2014 CT 200h range is availa¬ 
ble from £20,995 for the entry level S 
model, a £1,000 reduction; elsewhere 
in the six-strong line-up, prices have 
fallen by as much as £1,500. 

The smooth, quiet and supremely 
refined performance of the Lexus Hy¬ 
brid Drive system that powers the CT 
200h (which complies with forthcom¬ 
ing Euro 6 emissions standards) also 
keeps fuel bills low, with official com¬ 
bined cycle consumption figures of 


78.5mpg for the S grade, and 68.9mpg 
for the other models in the range. 

The F Sport model adopts the same 
mesh pattern grill as the new IS F 
Sport saloon. It also gains a new rear 
spoiler with integrated air ducts. New 
detailing, wheel designs and a shark’s 
fin antenna have also been introduced 
across the CT range. 

Going beyond visual changes, the 
CT 200h benefits from changes under 
the skin to deliver better ride quality, 
stability and handling. The current 
range of six model grades is retained, 



NewMERIVA 

1.4 Techline 

17” alloys, Aircon, Heated front 
seats, Parking sensors, Bluetooth 

LIST PRICE £13995 

£12495 

SAVE £1500 


NewAGILA 

1.0 S 5dr 

Electric front windows, front fog - 
lights, Remote central locking 

LIST PRICE £10435 

£8795 

SAVE £1640 


1.4 Energy 5dr 

Aircon, CD player with MP3 
format/stereo radio 

LIST PRICE £18570 

£13995 

SAVE £3560 


CORSAl.2 LE3dr 
Body Kit & Alloys 

Twin spoke alloys, Air con, Cruise 
control, Front fog lights 

LIST PRICE £14650 

£12195 

SAVE £2455 


New Adam 

Jam 

CD player with USB facility, DMB 
digital radio, Bluetooth connectivity 

ONLY 

£10995 

BOOK ATEST DRIVE 


NewZafira 

1.8 Exclusiv7Seater 

Air conditioning, CD 30 radio with 
Aux-in, Flex7 seating system 

LIST PRICE £19115 

£11895 

SAVE £7220 


New Insignia 

1.8 LTD Edition 

Climate control, Cruise control, CD 
playerwith MP3 format/radio 

LIST PRICE £21029 

£18495 

SAVE £2534 


ORDER NOW FOR MARCH DELIVERY AND SAVE UP TO £7220 


ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL LOW RATE FINANCE AND LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT PACKAGES 4.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Dudley Motor Company Halesowen Motor House Stourbridge Motor House T Wall Garages 

West Midlands West Midlands Stourbridge Kingswinford 

01384 454100 0121 462 2916 01384 672918 01384 672909 

LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 

VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excluding Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 324 - 88g/km. 

All offers subject to stock availability and terms & conditions. Licensed credit brokers, terms and conditions apply. Finance subject to age and status, guarantees and indemnities may be required. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper. 100,000 mile limit Terms and conditions apply. 

Visitwww.vauxhall.co.uk/warranty. Images used for illustration purposes only. 
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Drivetime 



Special edition for Panda 4x4 


Fiat is celebrating 30 years 
and 500,000 sales of its icon¬ 
ic all-wheel drive city car 
with the special edition Fiat 
Panda 4X4 Antarctica. 

Designed to stand out f, the Ant¬ 
arctica is only available in white 
with a black roof, orange detail¬ 
ing, diamond-finish 15-inch alloy 
wheels and special badges. 

Inside, the Fiat Panda 4X4 Antarctica 
features grey and orange upholstery. 
Standard features include dark-tinted 


rear privacy glass, a height adjustable 
driver’s seat and three-passenger rear 
seat with 60:40 split/folding backrests. 

As with all FIAT Panda 4X4s sold 
in the UK, the Antarctica edition also 
features air conditioning, ESC stability 
control, an electronic locking differen¬ 
tial (ELD), specially tuned suspension, 
mud-and-snow tyres and rugged bod¬ 
ywork protection all as standard. 

Powered either by Fiat’s award-win¬ 
ning 85hp 0.9 TwinAir petrol engine or 
a 75hp 1.3-litre MultiJet II turbo diesel 
engine, the Fiat Panda 4X4 Antarctica 


offers a unique combination of excep¬ 
tionally low running costs and genuine 
off-road capability which is unmatched 
by any competitor vehicle. 

Just 300 examples of the Fiat Pan¬ 
da 4X4 Antarctica will be built for the 
UK market priced from £14,895 on- 
the-road. Meanwhile demand for the 
standard Fiat Panda 4X4, recently 
named ‘2014 Mini 4X4’ by the UK’s off¬ 
road enthusiast publication, 4X4 Mag¬ 
azine, and Top Gear magazine’s SUV 
of the Year 2012, has been so strong 
that a waiting list has developed. 





Visit our new showroom at 
Sterling Park Merry Hill 
(For Details See Map Below) 



Vauxhall 

60 Astra Exclusiv Man/Auto Available From 
60 Astra 2.0 CDTI SRI Auto Grey 16k 
12 Corsa 1.2 SE 5dr Silver 15k 
11 Corsa 1.4 SE Grey 2 lk 
60 Corsa SE Man/ Auto Available From 
60 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Blue 16k 
60 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Grey 25k 
60 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Turbo 118 Silver 24K 
60 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Turbo 118 Grey 19k 
60 Meriva 1,7 CDTI Exc Auto Black 38k - 


Citroen: 

60 C3 1.6 Exclusive Available From 
60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDIVTR+ Black 16k 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Exc Red 28k 

61 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 13k 
60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Available From 

60 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Red 37k 
60 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Grey 25k 
60 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Available From 
07 C6 2.7 HDI Lignage Auto Silver 80k 
Ford 

60 C-Max 1.6 Zetec Available From 
60 Fiesta 1.6 Zetec 5dr Available From 
58 Focus 2.0 TDCI Titanium Black 58k 
60 Focus 1.6 Zetec/Titanium Available From 
09 Focus 1.6 Style Estate Grey 29k 
60 Fusion 1.4 Zetec Available From 
Nissan 

60 Cube 1.6 Kaizen Silver 31k 

61 Juke 1.6 DIG-T Tekna White 12k 
60 Note 1.5 DCI N-Tec Red 3 lk 

60 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Black 45k 
60 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Red 25k 
60 Note N-Tec Man/Auto Available From 
07 Qashqai 1.6 Visia Red 58k 
60 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Caffe Latte 18k 
60 Qashqai 1.5 Diesel Available From 
Retail 
£7,995 
£9,995 
£7,995 
£7,495 
£7,795 
£7,495 
£6,995 
£7,495 
£7,495 
-£7,495 


Retail 

£7,495 

£8,295 

£8,295 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£8,995 

£9,995 

£9,995 

£6,495 

£8,495 

£8,495 

£6,995 

£8,495 

£6,995 

£7,495 

£7,295 

£13,495 

£7,995 

£6,795 

£7,495 

£7,995 

£7,495 

£10,995 

£11,495 


Specialists in 
Ex-Mobility Cars 

We have daily access to over 
500 vehicles 
direct from Motability 


60 New Meriva Exclusiv Available From £7,495 

60 Zafira 1.6 Exclusive Grey 17k £7,995 

60 Zafira Exclusiv Diesel Available From £7,995 

Other 

08 BMW 525i SE Auto 4dr Green 77k £9,295 

12 Panda 1.2 Pop 5dr Red 30 Miles Only £6,695 

60 Hyundai 130 1.6 CRDI Comfort Auto Blue 10k £8,795 

11 Hyundai 1.2 S Limited 3dr White 13k £6,995 

05 Cherokee 2.8 CRD Limited Black 93k £4,995 

59 Picanto 1.1 Strike Blue 26k £4,995 

60 Kia Venga 2 1.6 Auto Silver 1 lk £8,495 

10 Mercedes A160 1.5 SE Classic Silver 21k £8,995 

61 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI Access 5dr Vapour Grey 15k £8,995 

55 Renault Clio 1.6 Dynamique S Blue 60k £3,295 

60 Renault Gr Scenic Priv Dei Available From £7,795 

11 Seat Altea 1.6 TDICR 105 SE DSG Black 16k £9,995 

08 Toyota Aygo 1.0 Platinum Silver 71k £4,795 


/am v-ars are une uwner Trom 
New, Low Mileage and up 
to 3 years old 


Comprehensive Service + MOT 
Plans Available 


from 


£99 


visit us today to view our 
competitive rates 



Massive 

Reductions! 


Reduced to Clear! 

61 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 Plus 5dr Blue 3k 
09 Ford C-Max 1.6 Zetec Silver 32k 
05 Ford C-Max 1.6 Zetec Silver 62k 
58 Ford Fusion 1.6 Zetec Clim Auto Red 21k 
60 Nissan Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5dr Grey 4k 
07 Nissan X Trail 2.2 DCI Columbia Silver 61k 
60 Renault Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Brown 34k 
X VW Golf 1.6 S Auto Green 77k 
58 Volvo S40 1.8 SE 4dr Blue 38k 


Retail 

Now 

£5,495 

£5,295 

£6,495 

£6,295 

£3,695 

£3,495 

£4,995 

£4,495 

£5,995 

£5,495 

£8,495 

£8,295 

£7,995 

£7,495 

£2,295 

£1,995 

£6,995 

£6,495 


View more at oakgarage.co.uk 




Contact Us Today 

Tel: 01384 75097 
or: 07747 633 329 

(until 8pm) 

for further details and part exchange 
valuations see our website: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit 1-2, Sterling Park, 

Merry Hill, DY5 ITB 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 
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Local Specialist 



Cleaning Services 


Electricians 


Gardening 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Inst alle d 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 




Blinds Less 


Top quality blinds 
at budget prices 

"We will beat any like for like quote" 

Local company, 
full range of blinds 


Call 01902 500204/ 
01384 886162 
or 07989 588728 
www.blinds4lessdirect.com 


A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Cleanliness 

Assured 

Call: 

07730 
477564 




i.iHiMyj 


CARPENTRY & BUILDING SERVICES 


20 Years 
experience. 

All aspects 
m of carpentry 
inc: 

Stairs, Kitchens, 
Decking & Fascias 

For a free quote call 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 



PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
^Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial 
work undertaken 
CALL 07860 206713 / 
Q1 21 550 5784 


CARPENTRY 
SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


LUKES AERIALS 

Halesowen 0121 445 1382 


DIGITAL AERIAL Fitted from £49 
TUNING & SET UP TV from £20 
REPAIRS & REMOVE AERIAL from £29 


(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 2 rooms £80 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 4 rooms £120 


*FREE QUOTATION* *FREE ADVICE* *BEST PRICES* 


CENTRAL 

CLEANING SERVICES 

Wie specialise in 

• Hi Spec Office Cleaning 

• Carpet + Upholstery Cleaning 

• Letting Agents + Landlords 

Full deep clean of property throu-out 
including all carpets cleaned £100 

OFFICE: 0121 421 4662 
MOBILE: 07973 136636 


Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 
Contact us for a free quote! 


Tel 01384 566100 

Email: quotations® 
blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


_■■ 




CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 
Friendly Service 
For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 6359152 
07816817744 


• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a free quotation 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality ,^L Maa 
local service call: !■■■ 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, 
driveway or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements • Rewiring 
• Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs-7 days a week 
• Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated 
• Competitive Prices/FREE quotations a 
www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

0121 602 8088 (24 Hour Call Outs) 

07967 650 567 OFFICE: 0844 561 7244 


r $ Electrical 

Kingswinford Limited 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 
Rewires/Part Rewires 
Additional Sockets 
Shower Replacements 
Intruder Alarms 
Security Lights 
Storage Heaters 
Electric Cooker Repairs 
Visit our website for m 


-K— -He- 01384 278471 


Fencing 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 



I l_BS~Ifencinii 

All types of Quality 
‘ fencing supplied 
B & erected 

Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

— FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


Wo Job Too Small’ 


Fencing & Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■ Call Steve on| 

01384 242891 or 07970 300586 


1st Class Sheds & 
& Fencing 


ROWAN THEE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


FT 


GREEN LEAVES 
ENSERV1CE 

Winter Garden Maintenance undertaken 
^'Shed bases • Lawn Mowing 
Tree Felling • General GardenMaintenar 
Strimming • Fence Painting 
Fencing • Shed Re-felts 



SPECIAL RATES FOR 0.A.FS 


For a free quote 
call 0770 3381241 • 0121602 0157 






Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
1 Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


Garage Doors 


mm mm 82 

H H H « 


LMS 

GARAGE Doolie 

All types of doors 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey an« 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 

• Hedges and lawns cut 

• General tidy and rubbish removed 

• Garden Landscaping 

Telephone; 07851 323303 



ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

■ Call Dan on: 

*T = 01384 263357 

■BBSS t!d or 07866 886364 


Free Quotes, All Work Guaranteed • No Jobs Too Big or Small 

Call 07954 482 929 


dfl 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 



CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


A M ELECTRICAL fH 
SERVICES 10 

Domestic . Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Por|Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Showe^/ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testingf*Safety Reports 
CCTV / BurguldrAlarms 

Free Quotes And Advice' Call 

0121 369 

07785 781652i S 


Elegant 
Stairs 



Quality Stairparts 
supplied & fitted/ 
by mature 
craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 
or 07505 807686 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


To advertise your business and reach over 50,000 potential customers.... 

D 

Call us on... 

01384353227 A 

0 

E-mail us at... 

r.cooper@expressandstar.co.uk M 

1 

Post to... ^ 

Ryan Cooper, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake I 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB 
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fr^Local Specialists 

t Bifv »T 


Motoring Services 


Plumbing & Heating 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 



I o supply a car and van to none HIH 

Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
| email: crossways1@btinternet.com 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, Unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Cold Cue Snooker CUib), Blackhead, BBS OU 




0121 559 6001 MOT 


Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic ovens, 
cookers, traditional stoves, hobs, 
extractors and microwaves 

fan a ?1RSS <%uote 

Tel: 0121 7793288 

Mobile Anytime: 07713 163060 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 





All Work 

07754 676336 / 07950 659668 , 


Visit our website www.fine-linepaving.co.uk 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hag ley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting 

• Plumbing 


• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

•Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Fully Trained 
Engineers 

• Family Run 
Business 


1 


20 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 


FREE QUOTES 




Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 303 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

All General Plumbing Undertaken 

> •Bathrooms Suites 
1 [ \ • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
I J • Outside Taps Fitted 
T • Leaks Repaired 
W) • PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


Call Richard: 07902 557 496 


(■phi 


HOUSEHOLD- 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs est^ 
6 Supply and fit or fit only j^ 1M d 


. Kni g ht Gas 

I Heating & Plumbing 
Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 /j 

IX— /sifel 


MM 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 0775] 669066 


Cl PLASTERING 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


OH PIASTERIRS 


t 


skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


I.O.A. TILING 

SERVICES 


Walls, floors, bathrooms, 
kitchens and conservatories. 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM 
INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at 
competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call 
Ian on 

01384 412796 or 
07890 894631 


L- 




Complete Bathrooms 
Tilling + Plumbing 
Kitchens and 
Conservatories 
For a free quote call Tony Baker f 
0121 422 4116 
07961 604632 


rvi 


Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 421 1649 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


T.A. Tiling 

(Property Maintenance & Repair) 
All floor and wall tiling 
undertaken, large or small 
interior property 
Maintenance and repairs 
including; 

• bathrooms • kitchens, 

• general plumbing, 

• plastering, flooring etc 

07944 857 576 


SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 


R HICKMAN ROOFING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 818147 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



Pets Corner 


ANIMAL CARER 


• Are you ill / Disabled / Elderly and need me to 
exercise your dog? 

• Are you going on Holiday / Working away / Or going 
into hospital and need me to feed your cat? 

• Do you need me to look after your caged animals in 
my own home? 


STARTING DAILY RATE IS £5.00 

Call Jackie on 07944695416 • CRB check available 


•Fascias *Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 


Local 

Specialists 



SOLUTIONS 

(Roofing Limited) 

All Aspects of Roofing 

• Flat Roofing Systems • Slating • Tiling 

• Chimneys • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Guttering 

• Industrial & Domestic • Full Liability Insured 

• All work guaranteed • Free Quotes 

Ron Drysdale: 

07973 302 580 Daytime 
0121 550 0437 Evening 


To advertise your business and reach over 50,000 potential customers.... 

D 

Call us on... 

01384 353227 J 

_ 

E-mail us at... 

r.cooper@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Ryan Cooper, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake I 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 



Free Ads 



IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookdnad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


▼ Place a paid for advert 


© 

By Phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 



L_ 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 


£ In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


funeral services 


ST MARTS 
mlW hold 


& 


Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 

or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg, charity number: 503456 


Family 


ADJUSTAMATIC double bed, 
Sleepmaster, excellent condition, 
£250. 01902 454594. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

4 wheels. 

Folds into boot. 

Can deliver free if local. 

£295. 

07508 311029. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


SCALEXTRIC Italian Job set, all 
new, boxed, unused, lots of acces¬ 
sories 14 cars, bridges ect, around 
£800 worth. Call 07504 263510. 


Leisure 

Time 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK near Ludlow. 
Imaculate caravans from £10,000. 
Why go further? 01584 823433. 


FOR PERSONAL USE 
MOTORHOME OR 
CAMPER VAN 

Any make, model, year or 
condition. 

With or without Tax and Mot. 
Cash Paid. 

07542 165841. 


STATIC CARAVAN 
SWIFT BURGUNDY 

2009, 35 x 12, 3 bed, 8 berth, 
central heating, double glazed, 
excellent condition, sited in 
Barmouth Bay, Wales. 

£18,495 ono. 

07971 184135. 


SWIFT FAIRWAY 460, 2 berth. 
2010. Motor Mover. 2 awnings. 
Recently serviced. Ready to go. 
£8,900. 01384 74465. 

WILLERBY LEVEN 35 x 12, 1995, 
suitable home build, good condi¬ 
tion £2,000. 01746 861192. 

All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 344 750 


TOURING CARAVAN wanted, as 
cheap as possible, in any condition. 
Anything considered. 

Telephone 07980 365757. 


GUITARIST 
OR KEYBOARDS 

A modern guitarist or 
keyboard player wanted to join 
songwriter/guitarist, bass and 
drums. 

Call Frank: 07870 750301. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


t, pi .. . 
coin operated, good condition, with 
new balls and cues, £350. 

01384 850189 or 07811 983734. 


TWO SETS OF GOLF CLUBS 

One V 2 set ladies with bag. 
One gents full set wood irons in 
pro baa with trolley and balls. 

£85 ono. Both. 
Telephone 0121 5301596. 



caravan sales 


Cosalt Riviera Caravan 


35x10, 3-bed: Sea Views, 
Wide Horizons, Aberaeron. 
Perfect condition 



£7,995 inc fees. Call 07881 203997 


markets 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! , 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3^ 

NO IVIED! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TERN EP - £10 PER BOOTl 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN 1 




FREE FUNCTION ROOM Wed¬ 
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Powerleague 01384 266000 
halesowen @ powerleague.co.uk 



L Home & 
Services 



BRIDGECRAFT THREE PIECE 
SUITE gold dralon, reversible, very 
good condition, £250. 

01902 738922. 


BRIDGECRAFT THREE PIECE 
SUITE gold dralon, reversible, very 
good condition, £250. 

01902 738922. 


DARK BROWN leather settees, 1,3 
seater and 2, 2 seaters, good con¬ 
dition, £150 each or £400 the lot. 
01902 397676 or 07715 344988. 


ELECTRIC rise and recline armchair 
with matching 2 seater settee and 
pouffe, beige, scotch guarded, 2 
years old, £500. 01384 4- 


HSL SOFA Helmsley, 2 seater, new 
Jan 2013, can view online at HSL, 
cost £855, sell £155. 

01902 256280. 


ITALIAN 3 PIECE SUITE, as new, 
totally unused, still in packing, 
brown leather, cost £1,400, accept 
£400, can deliver. 07511 483201. 


shi mm>. 

KEDLESTON 3/4 SEATER 
SOFA 

with valance skirting, arm 
throws, 2 side cushions, all 
hand made, solid wood frame, 6 
star fabric covering in antique 
gold with touches of black, 
truly comfortable classic 
design, professionally cleaned 
last year. Cost new £2,349. 
Will sell £400 for quick sale 
01902 844403. 

mtsmim 


TV CABINET glass fronted, 
£20. 

01902 606478. 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


GREENHOUSE WANTED alu¬ 
minium and glass preferred. 
Details. 01902 850790. 


QUALCAST MOTOR 
MOWER 

As new, self drive, 48cms cut, 
plus 51cms cut, with grass 
collector or side shoot, 

£140 or £175. 
Telephone 01902 846788 
or 07961 187683. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CORRUGATED Roofing Sheets 

Also tile effect/box profile/curved 
and z purlins. Call Hornsey Steels 
01547 530419 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


ALL ANTIQUE bronzes, monies, 
medals, bikes, TVs, toys, slots, tills, 
old firearms, vehicles, etc. 01384 
484309 or 07930 949337. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


ALL BOXED/LOOSE 
RAILWAY COLLECTIONS 
WANTED 

ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam, also Diecast, 
Dinky, Corgi, Spot On. 
Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@hotmail. 
com 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Uadro • Old coins 
Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


COINS AND WAR MEDALS wanted 
by private collector. 

Please contact 01902 676540. 


07733 295678 or 0800 8589719. 

MINI MIG welder wanted, with or 
without bottle. 

Contact 07580 044172. 

WANTED. DVDs, CDs and Blu-rays, 
good price paid, can collect. 

Please call 07889 467889. 

WANTED GOODYEAR tyre ash¬ 
trays. Please call 
07504 263510. 


Working flight simulator. 
Telford 01952 504466. 


6EBS3SE9H 


less, wifi, office, good condition, 
can deliver and show working £60 
07867 826843 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Plasma, 
LCD, 3D, LED, Projection Repairs. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


AA 


DIGITAlM 

AERIALS 


1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

C1SS 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


flooring 


Laminate Flooring 

You could have a 16m 2 room 
in quality v-grooved laminate 
including underlay, 
beading & fitting 

for only £398 

For free home visit call 
Steve on 07890 981282 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 0800112 3959 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


cooker fitters 


_TED bv E- 

Universal Domestic Installs. Call 
0800 756 2632 or 07973 534527. 


electricians 


WIZARD ELECTRICAL Elecsa ap 
contractor. 07807 158711, 013! 
362968www.wizardelectrical.co.i 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


house 

clearances 



A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plumbers 


TRIDENT PLUMBING 

All general plumbing work 
undertaken, No job too small! 
Reliable and experienced 
plumber, free quotes 
Call Dave 

01384823863-07854 338356 


\ 

removals 

\ 



I CHEAPER | 
TREMOVALS 


NATIONWIDE, INSURED, 
FREE QUOTES 
Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


ABIE REMOVALS 

local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546, 
07917 679360 or 01384 468955. 


roofing 



01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


skip hire 



All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. 
Screened soil and crushed 
hardcore for sale. All skips for 
weekend must be booked by 
Friday. Call: 0121 555 6060. 


N 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BORDER COLLIE black and white, 
nine month old male, £70. 

07938 363951. 
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CAT77-Kidderminster 
Registered Charity 801245 

Working cats need homes at 
stables, barns, or large rural 
gardens 

Effective Rodent Control 

01562 746211 


CAVAPOO PUPPIES superb blacks 
and apricots, puppies and juniors. 
E450/E750. 07867 530504. 

CHIHUAHUA MALES. White. 
Very small. £450. With papers. 
01584 841005 or 07583 974801. 

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL 

Puppies, 8 weeks, parents can be 
seen, £225. 

01299 861586 / 07989 280633. 

GERMAN SHEPHERD Puppies, 8 
weeks old, big boned, both parents 
can be seen. £350. 01746 761279 / 
07850 569996. 

MALE STAFF Bull Terrier, 8 months 
old, health reasons forces sale, 
paid £450 sell £250. 07864 884874. 

PATTERDALE/BORDER terrier 
pups, 2 lovely males, 9 weeks old, 
black, wormed, vaccinated, ideal 
family pet. 07528 860866. 

PEDIGREE PEKINGESE Male dog, 
6 mnths old, all injections. Genuine 
reason. £550. 01384 863454. 


SPECIAL HOMES WANTED 
LEXI Staffie x Springer Spaniel, 
1 yr old, walks nice on lead, 
friendly/affectionate. 
SOPHIE Small 5yr old brown 
and white Staffie, very loving, 
loves car, 

Both these dogs would make 
lovely pets. 

01384 252158. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


HW95 AIR RIFLE, silencer scope, 
sling and gun bag, £320. o.n.o. 
07946 525534. 




Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



REP LOOKING for homely accom¬ 
modation Mon-Fri. Black Country 
area. Around £75. 07951 676275. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


We Buy Any House 


We Pavi100°/</of Purchase Prion 



BLACK COUNTRY 
HOMES 


F We are a family run local business, 

A fair offer from people you can trust. 
No fees - Free solicitors 



Call Stan on Ol 902 628047 
or 0800 032 1718 



CASH PAID FOR 
YOUR PROPERTY 


Guaranteed offer* 

Free solicitors - no fees* 

‘Subject to terms 


Call Free 08001691118c 


0121 308 
7786 

, 24/7 


I^ASTON WOOD PROPERTIES 


We pay 100% of purchase price 

• Guaranteed offer* • Any condition 

• Free solicitors • No fees* 



It’s as simple as that, you 
will get the best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL HOMES 



Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST! 


5^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 
^Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


5^Free valuation. Free consultation 
Sf Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 





A 1-BEDROOM over 50’s flat, 
Chapel Ash, W’ton, £350 pern. 
Wednesfield H.A. 01952 463603. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BEAUTIFUL Studio flat, refurbished 
and furnished, Newbridge. 
£320pcm. 07886 002704. 

BEDSITS, STUDIOS to let, newly 
refurbished, Willenhall area. 

Call for details 07885 158918. 


WE GUARANTEE TO 

BUY YOUR HOUSE IN 
3 DAYS! 

24 HOUR FREEPHONE: 

0800 612 3766 

www.homesboughtfast.co.uk 


EXCLUSIVE Ground floor one bed 
flat. Lovely location, Essington. 
£450pcm. 07454 015789. 

LUXURY refurbed 1 bed furnished 
flat, private grounds, single person, 
no DSS, £95 pw. 01902 885985. 

NETHERTONGoldcrest Close. 
Unfurnished 3 bed house. CH, DG, 
offroad parking. No DSS. 
To view call 0121 503 0992. 

NEWLY REFURBISHED 1 bed 

apartment, Penn, CH, DG, no 
deposit. £300pcm. 07900 156313. 

ONE BEDROOM flat, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, recently refurbished, DG, CH, 
no pets. 07507 259621. 

RUSSELLS HALL Three 
bed house. 55+ Couple. Sheltered 
accommodation. 01384 456465. 

SELF CONTAINED bedsit to let, 
near Asda, Wolverhampton, 
£340pcm all inc. 07884 311638. 

THREE BEDROOM Semi detached, 
Bilston, DG, CH, new carpet, drive¬ 
way. £525pcm. 0788 6781724. 

THREE BEDROOMED house to let, 
Bushbury. 

Call 07985 804801. 

THREE DOUBLE bed house, Penn, 
CH, DG, refurbed, small garden / 
yard, £550pcm. 07792 210806. 


WEDNESFIELD. 3 bed semi, DG, 
CH, modernised, drive, £130pw. 
Dep & refs req 07932 504351. 

1 BED FLAT, Stockton Court, 
Coseley. Very good condition. £80 
per week. DSS accepted. Tel 
07983 965589 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOTING 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Jobs 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 
•1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 

i | • CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


BS1T T HCTMf 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 



Twenty year old male 
Seeks employment as 
Electricians Mate. 
17th Edition. 

Asbestos Awareness and 
ECS. 

Please call 
07596 
136510. 


30 YEAR OLD Seeks employment in 
vehicle diagnostics/electronics etc. 
Call Dave 07748 477351, 


NEED AN EXTRA INCOME? £200- 
£2,000pm - 0121 314 9652. 

www.bericher.info 





CHEVROLET MATIZ 59 plate, 10 
months MoT and Tax, Red, FSH, 
17,000 miles from new. £2,495 ono. 
01384 258006 / 07833 788902. 

FORD FOCUS CC2 COUPE / 
CABRIOLET, 07(57), 44,000 
miles, 1999cc, petrol, blue, tax, 
MoT, immaculate, £4,600. 07738 
219463. 

FORD FOCUS LX TDCi 1.8 diesel, 
5Dr, 2007, metallic grey, August 
MoT, April tax, 94,000 miles, 
£2,795. 07949 990640. 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 


2007,(07 reg), Climate Pack, 
61,000 miles, silver, petrol, 
fsh, MoT, 4 months tax, 
alloy wheels, good condition, 
reluctant sale. 

£3,450. 

01902 843576. 


MUST BE SEEN 


FORD KA STUDIO 

2011, white, 7,000 miles, petrol, 
manual, warranty, tax, 
stop/start, 64mpg, air bags, CD 
radio, MP3, AUX. 
Immaculate. 

No agents. 

£ 6 , 200 . 

07711 527428/01384 442468. 


MUST BE SEEN 


JAGUAR X-TYPE ESTATE 
SE 2.0DCI 

2005(55), 136,000 miles, 11 
months MoT, tax, green, cream 
leather, Sat Nav, all Jaguar 
refinements, new clutch/fly¬ 
wheel. Superb! 

£3,000 ono. 

Telephone 07957 806473. 


MERCEDES CLK ELEGANCE 

2000 Automatic, S reg., full MoT, 
FSH, immaculate condition £1,800 
ono. 01562 851277. 

MINI ONE 8 months tax, 12 months 
MoT, silver, 78,000 miles, 54 reg, 
£3,400. 07852 823239. 

NISSAN MICRA ACENTA, 2008, 
1.2, automatic, black, 26,000 miles, 
5Dr, tax, MoT, £4,500. 07751 
423281. 



SKODA OCTAVIA 


2002, 123,000 miles, silver, 
abs, electric windows/sunroof, 
air bag, electric mirrors, air con, 
fsh, alarm, long MoT, diesel, 
central locking. 

£1,700. 

07454 001511. 


TOYOTA AURIS1.4 

58 plate, excellent condition, 
5dr, black, petrol, pas, air con, 
electric windows, many other 
features, must be seen, 
company car forces sale, 
Bargain £4,800 ono. 
07557 091014. 


TOYOTA AURIS TR, 2009, 27,000 
miles, black, alloys, power steering, 
warranty, £6,090 ono. 

07506 871104. 

TOYOTA AVENSIS 2.0 Diesel, 04 
reg, MoT, fsh, 3 keys. Immaculate 
in and out. Silver. £2,650 ono. 

07710 714421 or01902862871. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA Life Estate, 1.8 
auto, blue, 57 reg., 35k, fsh, MoT 
October, six months tax, two new 
tyres, £2,750. 07710 273211. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 06 

Reg, 12 months MoT, tax, 3 owners 
from new, black, fsh, absolute 
bargain £1,650. 07867 124934. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXI + . 

06 reg., 3-dr, black, only 51,000 
miles, 8 months MoT. Nice 
condition. £2,695. 07850 113660. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 55 reg, 1.2 cc 
in silver, 3 door design, 49,000 
miles, 10 months MoT, full Vauxhall 
SH, £2,650 ono. 07528 055707. 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 16V 2004, 
50,000 miles, MoT, SH, towbar, 
free trailer, good condition, great 
runner. £1,550. 07890 289388. 

BBSS 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMA" 


EiMM/wh 25 Y iflri 

A wide range of cars under £1000 
Open every day. 

Major credit cards excepted 

www.bmamotors.co.uk 

01902 490555 / 07553 358610 
DALE STREET, BILSTON, WV14 7JY 


FORD FOCUS GHIA, 2002, 90,000 
miles, MoT, CD player, alloys, 
Superb car throughout, £700 ono. 
01902 398103. 



SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 

s. T- * 


I - 


£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 

6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 
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Choose your show, price band*and how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance before heading 
back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option see 
the evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay 
in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance 
options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 


This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two 
nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) 
and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 

T 




P'gK 

-i 


For a theatre brochure please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

ClassifiedAds 


FORD FOCUS Zetec,1999, bur¬ 
gundy, good condition in / out, new 
exhaust, battery. Very reliable. 
MoT August, £450. 07713 480661. 

FORD KA 1.3, petrol, 2001, 51k 
miles, blue, 7 months MoT, £650 
ono. 07875 600978. 

FORD KA 2 X reg, 12 months MoT, 
CL, AC, alloy wheels, no rust, clean 
car, £695.01902 780135. 

FORD MONDEO TITANIUM, 2005, 
138,000 miles, silver, full spec, 
electric mirrors, windows, seat, etc. 
£1,250 ono. 07845 486058. 


HONDA CIVIC 

2002, 139,000 miles, blue, 
abs, air bag, alarm, MoT, 
central locking, pas, sunroof, 
tax, alloys, stereo, CD, leather 
interior. 

£1,150 ono. 

01785 841083. 


JAGUAR XTYPE 


2003, tax and MoT April 
2014, metallic blue, 2 litre SE, 
reversing sensors, etc 

£1,250. 

Telephone 01902 846788 
or 07961 187683. 


NISSAN ALMERA Tino S 1.8, 2003, 
petrol and gas, 119,500 miles, 12 
months MoT, £950 ono. 

01384 326379. 

NISSAN MICRA 1.0, W reg 2000, 7 
months MoT, tax end of Feb, good 
condition, £795ono. 07967 220306. 

PEUGEOT 106XN, L reg., full MoT, 
good condition, £475 ono. May part 
exchange for road quad bike. 
01902 789624. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.1,51 plate, green, 
11 months MoT, Tax till encf June 
14. 80k miles, lovely runner. £900. 
07941 609075. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4, 2003, petrol, 
silvery blue, tax, MoT, EW, CL, 
100,000 miles, good first car, £800. 
07535 907308. 

PEUGEOT 206 SW Estate, 2003, 
1400cc, petrol, long MoT, taxed, 
71 k miles, £795. 07950 398750. 

SEAT CORDOBA R Reg, diesel, 
4dr, 1 owner, 82,000 miles. 

£549. 

01902 747851. 

TOYOTA CARINA E 1.8, N reg, tax, 
MoT, 78,000 miles. £500. 

Telephone 07704 494633. 

VAUXHALL AGILA Expression 
1000, 2005, recent MoT and 
Service, tax, 63k, very good condi¬ 
tion, £995 ono. 01746 783671. 

VAUXHALL COMBO 1.7CD 2005, 
MoT till May. Quick sale. £1,200. 
07543 237183. 

VAUXHALL COMBO 1.7CD 2005, 
MoT till May. Quick sale. £1,200. 
07543 237183. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6, black, 1 
months tax, 7 months MoT, 100k 
miles, X reg, £650. 

07875 470875. 

VOLVO ESTATE 850. Auto, Petrol, 
95 reg,. MoT’d till July. Alloy 
wheels. £450. o.n.o. 07901 971490 


VOLVO S40 Saloon, 2001 MoT Nov 
14, new battery, dies and pads, 
good tyres, good condition for age, 
£895 ono. Call 07938 446750. 


VW POLO 

1.0, 3 door hatchback, X reg, 
2000,12 months Mot, 4 
months tax, 60,000 miles, one 
owner from new, very good 
condition, £895 ono. 
01902 750111 or 
07912 685213. 



HONDA ACCORD COUPE 2.2ES, 

1998, Tax, MoT, fsh, superb condi¬ 
tion, must be seen, £500. 01902 
424392 (daytime only). 

MG MIDGET 1500 yellow, 1978, 
good condition, hard and soft top, 
MoT’d and taxed, good runner, 
£3,200 ono. 07775 847334. 
RELIANT RIALTO 1986, recondi¬ 
tioned engine, tax and MoT till 
August 2014, £1,200 ono. 

07910 019611. 



RENAULT KANGOO VAN, with 
seats, 2002, 1.9 diesel, full MoT, 
97k, very good condition, £895 ono. 
01384 274518 or 07703 540507. 


SKODA FELICIA PICK-UP 

Truckman. Caddy Engine 1998, 
120.000 miles. 

White. MoT. Tax. 

£400 ono. 

01902 753368. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



APRILIA SR50 08 reg, yellow, 11K 
miles, MoT July, Tax June, good 
condition. £750 ono. 

07806 592252. 

CARRERA MOUNTAIN Bike, 27 
speed, disc brakes, excellent con¬ 
dition, hard tail, £235. 

07454 892533. 

HONDA CB250, blue, 1994, good 
runner, well maintained, long MoT, 
low mileage for year. £520. 

07758 862070. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 




01902 562853 HH 
07977 499516 V 
07895 346811- 24hr S 


WE PAY BEST 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate of destruction. 
Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01902 493110 \ n 
0121 525 5813J Daytime 
01902 659775 




alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758 / 07903 549849. 

WANTED Cheap diesel car, Focus, 
Astra etc. 

07901 808878. 



mobile 

mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 



Local 

[Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


10 

Personals 



CALL SEXY LOCAL WOMEN for no 

fees adult fun. Contact 0700 802 
3093 for details. 


★ ★★ 

GENTLEMAN 
60 YEARS OLD 


Looking for a long term 
relationship with a bubbly fun 
lady. Age between 45-55. 
Must live around 
Wolverhampton area. 

Box Number PI 9056 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 


FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet Adult Fun! 
Call 08444 482861 for full details. 
Discretion assured! 


GOOD LOOKING, 

BLACK, SLIM GUY 

32 years old, genuine and 
caring, looking for a guy of any 
age for good friendship and 
more. 

Please provide address 
and phone number for 
communication. 

Box Number PI 9055, 

Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

LADY 57 

5ft 7 tall, WLTM a tall gentleman 
50 - 60 with a GSOH, caring 
and, trustworthy, for nights in / 
out, holidays etc. Friendship 
possible Relationship. 
Photo if possible (returned). 
Box Number PI 9050 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


LADY, WIDOW 

Would like to meet female 
Friends, early 50s in Dudley 
and surrounding areas, for 
holidays, mini breaks, nights 
out, chats and company. 
Box Number PI 9057 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 

it 


★ ★★ 


RETIRED, SLIM, 
BLONDE WIDOW 

WLTM Retired Widower. 
Car owner. 

Nice personality and humour, 
for Holidays, outings and 
Friendship. 

Box Number PI 9049 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 


★ ★★ 
TUESDAY JANUARY 28 
AT FIELDINGS 
AUCTIONEERS, 
STOURBRIDGE. 


Good looking guy 81, spoke to 
75 in April Gal, Val, who 
enjoyed meeting, 
Looked for you after. 

If possible please contact. 
Box Number PI 9053 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


YOUNG HEARTED LADY 
EARLY 60’s 

Wishes to meet other ladies for 
Friendship, Wednesfield and 
Willenhall areas. 

Box Number PI 9054 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


# 

LADY, YOUNG AT HEART 

Enjoys walking, holidays and 
music. 

WLTM gent, age 57-62 years, 
for Friendship/Relationship. 
Wolverhampton and 
surrounding areas preffered. 

Please write to: 

Box Number PI 9052, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



WRENS NEST WANDERERS 
FC 

Under 15’s 

Require players to strengthen 
our team. 

Please contact Dean Tranter 
on 07821 715489. 

# % 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 

FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

SUNDAY 


Be the first to see the latest jobs 
from the region’s biggest and 
best employers. 



Lexpressandstar.com 
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SPORT 


Legend of 
snooker 
Davis to 
visit city 

ONE of snooker’s true 
legends will be giving play¬ 
ers in Wolverhampton the 
chance to be champions. 

Steve Davis, who won the 
World Championships six 
times in the 1980s, will take 
a break from his TV com¬ 
mitments to visit the city 
next month to run a tourna¬ 
ment featuring 64 students 
from Highfields School in 
Penn. 

The students, who are all 
aged between 11 and 16, will 
battle it out overlb-min¬ 
ute single frame contests 
with the eventual winner 
crowned champion. 

Davis, aged 56, who put 
down his cue to appear on 
I’m A Celebrity...Get Me 
Out Of Here! last year, will 
then play a special exhibi¬ 
tion match against the vic¬ 
torious student. 

The school’s new sports 
hall will be converted into 
a mini-version of The Cru¬ 
cible for the tournament on 
March 4, with one full size 
table surrounded by 10 six 
feet tables. 

Tim Rowley, PE teacher 
at Highfields said excite¬ 
ment was building amongst 
the students ahead of the 
arrival of The Sultan of 

Captain in 
praise of 
Febian 

ANDY BUTLER has saluted 
the impact of Febian Brandy 
after his return to Walsall. 

Brandy’s decision to face 
the flak from Saddlers fans 

- disappointed with his 
decision to take Sheffield 
United’s offer last summer 

- has been rewarded by a 
triumphant impact in his 
new spell at the Banks’s 
Stadium. 

Not only has Brandy won 
over the supporters, but 
also his team-mates in the 
dressing room where his 
return on loan has been 
warmly received. Saddlers 
skipper Butler believes the 
striker’s electric form has 
injected even greater belief 
in Dean Smith’s squad that 
a top-six challenge can be 
maintained. 

“There has been belief all 
season but I think Febian 
coming back has buoyed a 
lot of people up,,” he said. 

“Just in his work-rate, he 
takes two people with him. 

“All the players have pro¬ 
gressed and it is credit to 
the lads for grafting hard,” 
he added. 


Anichebe makes most of Toure's gaffe 


Albion 1 Liverpool 1 

SEASON-CHANGING moments 
come in many different packag¬ 
es. And Albion must hope Kolo 
Toure’s gift was the piece of for¬ 
tune that puts the buzz back into 
The Hawthorns family. 

Summer signing and lifelong 
Evertonian Victor Anichebe made 
full use of the Liverpool defender’s 
blunder to give himself a sweet 
memory and his side a well-de¬ 
served share of the spoils. 

And as the big forward’s right¬ 
footed shot hit the net at the 
Birmingham Road end to avert a 
second defeat in a week, a stadium 


that had been depressed and sub¬ 
dued for more than an hour came 
back to life along with Pepe Mel’s 
team. 

No-one of a blue and white 
persuasion will be counting their 
chickens after more than a year of 
false dawns and dashed hopes. 

But as the volume was cranked 
up and Albion rediscovered some 
sparkle for the final 23 minutes of 
an otherwise flat encounter, An¬ 
ichebe’s goal felt like a moment 
that had prevented this Albion cri¬ 
sis from spiralling out of control. 

For 67 largely forgettable min¬ 
utes, a disjointed home side had 


Football 


laboured against an out-of-sorts 
Liverpool team and looked des¬ 
tined to slide to defeat to a Daniel 
Sturridge goal that came from a 
rare aberration from a much-im¬ 
proved Baggies back four. 

There was plenty of endeavour 
but precious little cohesion from 
Mel’s men as they once more 
looked like a weary group of men 
stranded in a tactical No Man’s 
Land between two footballing 
philosophies. And as a healthy 
26,000-plus crowd fidgeted nerv¬ 


ously and stared at another costly 
afternoon, The Hawthorns was as 
deathly quiet and resigned to fail¬ 
ure as it has been in years. 

Suddenly, as Toure’s errant 
pass was seized upon by Anichebe 
and the powerful targetman 
stroked the coolest of efforts past 
a helpless Simon Mignolet, the 
stands erupted in a mixture of joy 
and relief and the whole feel of the 
occasion was transformed. 

It was a change in the emotional 
tide that Mel must pray can carry 
his battle-scarred troops to greater 
feats of belief and conviction for 
some vital dates that lie ahead in 


the near future which could prove 
to be crucial. 

And should they survive their 
brush with relegation and remain 
in the top division when this sea¬ 
son of turmoil and recrimination 
comes to an end, Albion fans 
might look back at Toure’s gener¬ 
osity as a vital ingredient in keep¬ 
ing them afloat. 

For the most part, there was lit¬ 
tle to encourage supporters from 
another worrying afternoon, de¬ 
spite Mel answering the clamour 
for change by restoring Billy Jones 
and Gareth McAuley to a side that 
imploded defensively against Villa. 


DK squad now staring 
relegation in the face 


Dudley Kingswinford 5 Bromsgrove 41 

THIS was a game that DK targeted as a pos¬ 
sible first win of the season, but limped out 
in the end well beaten by Bromsgrove, who 
were the better of two poor teams on the day. 

For the home side, flankers Danny Hawkins and 
Peter Knight worked tirelessly throughout, ably 
supported by back row colleague Jon Tideswell. 


Second row Ed Parry 
and Nick Murphy put in a 
full shift, ably supported 
by hooker Matt Humphreys 
whose strong runs took a 
lot of stopping.DK opened 
strongly and playing with 
the strong wind behind 
them put pressure on the 
visitors but lacked that vital 
cutting edge to finish off 
their mounting attacks. All 
they had to show for their 
efforts was a penalty at¬ 
tempt some 30 metres out, 
but fly half Kieran Pinches 
pulled his kick agonisingly 
wide of the post. 

Impetus 

This appeared to take 
some of the impetus away 
and Bromsgrove soon capi¬ 
talized with two quick tries, 
first by fly half Aaron Hig¬ 
gins and then flanker David 
Hughes, the latter being 
converted by Higgins. 

DK’s cause was not helped 
when influential lock Nick 
Murphy was sin binned for 
repeated infringements at 
the breakdown after 20 min¬ 
utes, but somehow they de¬ 
nied the visitors any further 
scoring opportunities when 
down to 14 men. Murphy 
returned to the fray, and 


Rugby 


this sparked DK into action 
and after some sustained 
pressure on the visitors’ 
line, prop Dan Shakespeare 
forced his way over in the 
corner for DK’s only score 
of the game. Pinches conver¬ 
sion attempt came up short 
of the mark. 

Bromsgrove came storm¬ 
ing back and were rewarded 
with another try scored by 
their impressive No.8, Sol¬ 
omon Dacres, with Higgins 
narrowly missing the con¬ 
version. 

The second half contin¬ 
ued in the same vein with 
DK still attempting to play 
their expansive game but 
just lacking the finishing 
touches. Bromsgrove took 
full advantage and were 
rewarded with four fur¬ 
ther tries scored by hooker 
George Glenn, David 
Hughes bagging a second, 
a harsh penalty try, and fi¬ 
nally wing Sam Bostock for 
the final play of the match. 
Higgins added the conver¬ 
sions to two of them. 

This week the team 
travel to Harrogate - Kick 
off 2 pm 



Nick Murphy picks up the ball and drives forward for Dudley Kingswinford in the match against Bromsgrove which 


Woffinden 

handed 

captain’s 

mantle 

WORLD champion Tai 
Woffinden has been handed 
the Great Britain captaincy 
by new team manager Alun 
Rossiter. 

The Wolves star takes 
over from Chris Harris after 
becoming the nation’s first 
world champion since Mark 
Loram in 2000. 

And speaking from Aus¬ 
tralia, where he is wintering 
with friends, Woffinden de¬ 
clared: “This is another very 
proud moment for me and a 
great way to start 2014. 

“I was born in Scunthorpe, 
my family are all British and 
when I came back to the UK 
after spending my childhood 
inAustralia I was keen to 
represent my country. 

“I feel very proud and pas¬ 
sionate and I know what it 
has meant to British speed¬ 
way to have a British world 
champion. Now I hope I can 
play my part in helping us 
as a nation have a much im¬ 
proved World Cup and help 
some of the younger riders 
come through. 

“When my mum and dad 
brought us back to England 
to give me a chance as a pro¬ 
fessional speedway rider, 
who would have thought I 
would become world cham¬ 
pion and GB skipper within 
a few months of each other? 
It’s a great feeling!” 

Jones is off 
to ‘FA Cup’ 
of darts 

TIPTON’S Ian Jones is go¬ 
ing to ‘the FA Cup of Darts’ 
after winning a spot at the 
PDC’s televised UK Open 
next month through a qual¬ 
ifier in Wolverhampton. 

The former West Mid¬ 
lands county and BDO 
player, a shed-maker by day, 
battled through Sunday’s 
field of 72 entrants at Rileys 
Sports Bar, on Broad Street. 

He wins a place at the 
ITV4 screened finals, made 
up of the top 96 in the UK 
Open Order of Merit, played 
between the professionals, 
and 32 regional qualifiers. 

Butlins in Minehead are 
staging the event for the 
first time this year and 
‘Whippet’ could go on to 
play the likes of Phil Taylor 
or world champion Michael 
van Gerwen. Jones was one 
of four board winners along¬ 
side fellow Tipton darter 
Jason Lowe . 

The two Tiptonites made 
it through to the final but it 
was Jones who prevailed. 
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Villa for 
sale is 
rubbish 
says club 

ASTON Villa have rejected 
claims they have been put 
up for sale. 

The claret and blues have 
rubbished reports they are 
on the market and chairman 
Randy Lerner wants to sell. 

Lerner bought Villa for 
£62.6m in 2006 and was re¬ 
portedly looking for £200m 
to get a return on his invest¬ 
ment, including transfer 
fees and upgrades to Villa 
Park and Bodymoor Heath. 

But Villa have distanced 
themselves and insisted 
Lerner is not looking to 
leave. 

Chief executive Paul 
Faulkner said: “I can cate¬ 
gorically confirm Aston Villa 
Football Club has absolutely 
not been put up for sale and 
that Randy Lerner is not 
actively looking to sell the 
club.” 

The speculation came 
after Saturday’s 2-1 defeat 
at Everton as Villa conceded 
twice in the last 16 minutes 
to lose at Goodison Park. 

Kevin Mirallas’ late win¬ 
ner won it for the Toffees 
after Steven Naismith can¬ 
celled out Leandro Bacuna’s 
first-half opener. 

Boss Paul Lambert said: 
“Since the turn of the year 
we’ve been in pretty good 
form. 

“I think tiredness crept in 
and it’s a wonder goal which 
has settled it. I thought we 
were comfortable in the 
game and in the first half we 
never looked under threat.” 

Jones is out 
of the fight 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S 
Wayne Jones was put out 
in the third round by title 
winner Gary Anderson in 
the weekend’s PDC German 
Darts Championship. 

‘The Wanderer’ bowed 
out after putting up a fight 
against the on-fire ‘Flying 
Scotsman,’ who hit a 161 
finish to set up his victory 
on Sunday afternoon. 

The pair shared the open¬ 
ing four legs before Ander¬ 
son made his move, taking 
the fifth with the aid of a 
180 before defying a maxi¬ 
mum reply from Jones. 

Anderson broke Jones’ 
though in the next for a 4-2 
lead but the Wednesfield 
darter broke back, punish¬ 
ing two missed darts at tops 
from the Scot. 

Jones hit another 180 as 
he levelled, but Anderson 
found another gear with 161 
for a 12-darter to move 5-4 
up and then finishing the 
next leg in 14 to win. 


Penalty corners prove bane of Old Hales 


Hampton 6 OHHC Ists 3 

OLD Halesonians Hockey Club fell to a de¬ 
feat against second placed Hampton-In-Ar- 
den, as they conceded a string of penalty 
corners in the second half. 

With nothing to lose, Hales travelled to 
Hampton hoping to steal a result against 
their ‘bogey team’, and they opened the 
scoring early on when Tom Bulteel found 
the net. 

Hampton equalised soon after with a well 
worked routine, which was played short and 
fired past goalkeeper Aiden Lockyer. 

Whilst Hales dominated early periods of 
possession, Hampton soon settled into the 


Hockey 


game, but they were able to restore their 
lead, when Harry Hughes pressurised the 
Hampton centre back. 

Man of the Match Hughes robbed the 
flailing defending, and put the ball past the 
home side’s goalkeeper. 

Hampton were able to grab a goal back 
from another penalty corner to draw the 
game level at 2-2, and Hales were able to 
keep the score level with some goal-line de¬ 
fending from debutant Cole Hickman. 

Hales continued to pile the pressure on 


their hosts in the second half, and Charles 
Palmer was able to find the net to put Hales 
ahead for the third time in the game. 

A well-worked passing move saw Palmer 
unable to miss from close range. 

However, this was to be the visitor’s final 
goal of the game, as Hampton stepped up 
the pressure on the Hales defence. 

Penalty corners were being forced by 
Hampton who were simply playing for these 
set-pieces. 

Their tactic paid off, and with some luck 
they drew the scores level again. 

Their initial drag flick struck the cross¬ 
bar, and fell straight back to the flicker 


who was able to slot the ball past the Hales 
defensive line. Hampton continued to win 
penalty corners, and scored three more 
times before the end of the game to make 
it 6-3. 

Hales were unfortunate not to take some¬ 
thing from the game, as the result did not 
reflect their grit, determination and perfor¬ 
mance over the 70 minutes. 

This week they host Kings Heath, 1.30pm 
at Ormiston Forge Academy. 

Other Results: Harborne 6 OHHC Ladies 
lsts 0; OHHC 2nds 2 North Staffs 1; Har¬ 
borne 3 OHHC Ladies 2nds 3; OHHC 3rds 2 
Shrewsbury 1; North Staffs 0 OHHC 4ths 2. 


LETFORD'S GOAL 
KEEPS YELTZ RUN 


Rushall 1 Halesowen 1 

HALESOWEN without playing a game 
for 14 days, travelled to north Walsall 
to take on league leaders Rushall. 

Halesowen with games in hand and going 
into the game undefeated were ready for a 
battle and their opponents were ready to give 
them one. 


On a heavy and small 
pitch which wouldn’t really 
suit the visiting team it was 
going to be a tight affair 
against the top dogs. 

The home side started 
strongly and were clearly 
up for the fight to preserve 
their standing as the leaders 
of the league. 

Halesowen soaked up the 
early pressure with centre 
backs Charlotte Byatt and 
Dominique Mckee getting 
in some late tackles to keep 
the attackers at bay. 

With Rushall’s 4-5-1 sys¬ 
tem the Yeltz midfield of 
Sarah Hammil Tracey Hay¬ 
cock were working over time 
to keep on top of things and 
make sure Rushall didn’t 
get the upper hand. 

Cleared 

From a Rushall corner 
on 24 minutes, the ball was 
cleared on to fall just outside 
the area and a well-taken 
finish by the Rushall player 
gave the home side the lead. 

This seem to perk up the 
travelling Halesowen side 
and Rachel Letford had a 
one-on-one with the keeper 
which just went wide. 

Midfield player Lyndsey 
Glover again put Letford 
through and with a well- 
taken volley lifted the ball 
over the keeper to bring the 
scores back to level pegging. 

The second half started 


Football 


pretty much as the first has 
left off and again Halesowen 
and Rushall had several 
chances to score but neither 
could take advantage of the 
opportunities presented to 
them. 

Hannah Tromans made 
two quality saves to keep 
Rushall from doubling their 
tally and keep her team 
mates in the running. 

Halesowen’s Tracey Hay¬ 
cock had two shots which 
both went whistling past the 
crossbar. 

Sophie Richards and 
Chloe Harris both came 
close to scoring but a mix¬ 
ture of solid defending and 
good goalkeeping stopping 
the Yeltz from their 10th 
straight win but as it turned 
out they remained unde¬ 
feated. 

Manager Scott Mckee 
said: “We started slowly but 
we improved as the game 
went on. 

“The pitch was heavy 
and we were not playing 
last week we weren’t at our 
best, we didn’t lose away 
which is good and everyone 
gave their all,” added the 
manager. 

Halesowen were due to 
play West Bromwich Albion 
onWednesday at the grove 
as they seek to progress in 
the County Cup. 



Rachel Letford is congratulated by some of her team mates after levelling the scores against Rushall 


Starke is 
the new 
captain 

CRADLEY have handed 
Paul Starke, one of last sea¬ 
son’s Grand Slam stars, the 
captaincy. 

Starke made a major im¬ 
pact with the club’s sup¬ 
porters during a memorable 
campaign and his return for 
2014 has gone down well. 

And although he knows 
he has big shoes to fill, 
Starke believes the Hea¬ 
thens reshaped side is capa¬ 
ble of defending the title. 

He said: “I’m absolutely 
delighted to get the chance 
to be captain this year, and 
it’s a real honour. 

“As a club we had a great 
season in 2013, so I have big 
shoes to fill but if I can take 
over the role Ashley (Mor¬ 
ris) did then I’ll be chuffed. 

“Last year we had an in¬ 
credible year, so to try and 
emulate what we did is 
going to be a real challenge. 

“But we look like we have 
a strong team, and we have 
a few riders who could make 
big strides in the sport at 
the moment. 

“Personally I’ll be looking 
to just help as much as I can 
as captain and try to score 
as many points as possible 
at No.l to take some pres¬ 
sure off the lower order. 

“It’s nice to have some 
people pushing me in the 
team.” 

Hause-ing first 
team ambition 

AMBITIOUS new boy Ko- 
rtney Hause says he aims 
of making the Wolves first- 
team this season. 

The 18-year-old left¬ 
sided centre-back was a 
surprise addition late on 
transfer deadline day when 
he arrived from Wycombe 
on a two-and-a-half-year 
contract. Hause, who has 
played 31 games for the 
League Two side. 


The Chronicle, a Midland 
News Association Ltd 
publication, printed by 
the company at 
Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, February 6. 




INTERNATIONAL 

14-15 Halesowen Road, Halesowen 3 *** 
www.dilshadinternational.co.uk Environmental 
Tel: 0121 421 6549 or 421 5217 *82ST 


Fully air conditioned, 
fully licensed, serving over 
25 years at the heart of 
Halesowen and Quinton 

The finest cuisine, freshly 
prepared with 90 % fat free, 
a dish to satisfy all tastes 

Newly Refurbished 


Sunday- Thursday 
DishDash 
4-Course Meal 

£7.95 

FREE Home Delivery 

(2 mile Radius) 

Bring your own wine 
& beer only 




































